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Roadmap out of lockdown 
 

On 22nd February the Prime Minister outlined the roadmap out of lockdown which is 

only possible because of the huge success of the vaccine rollout.  It is anticipated 

that the number of vaccines being administered will significantly increase later this 

month. 

 

Below is a reminder of the plan to reopen our economy and get our lives back to 

normal.  

 

 

  



  

  

  



  

 

Dartford Covid-19 data 

 

  

 



 

Vaccination Uptake:- as of 3rd March 2021 

 

  



 

 

Lower Thames Crossing - National Apprenticeship 

Week 
 

National Apprenticeship Week took place in February and the Lower Thames 

Crossing team launched a new page on their website to encourage people to find out 

more and get excited about apprenticeship opportunities on the LTC. 

  

There will be some apprenticeship opportunities for the current development phase 

of the project (more details about these will be released in March), and many 

opportunities will be for the delivery of the project. In total there will be over 700 

opportunities specifically for apprenticeships, trainees & graduates. 

  

The team also took part in the Education People’s ApprenticeKent event over live 

webinar to let students and parents from the North Kent area know about the 

opportunities on the project. 

 

If you would like to find out more about apprenticeship opportunities on the LTC, 

please click on the link below.  

 

 

LTC apprenticeship opportunities  

 

 

Coronavirus Business Support in Dartford 

 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/lower-thames-crossing/work-with-us/apprenticeships/


 

The Budget 
 

The Chancellor recently delivered his Spring Budget with the aim of protecting the 

jobs and livelihoods of the British people. 

 

The damage Covid-19 has done to our economy has been acute.  Since March, 

700,000 people have lost their jobs, the economy has shrunk by 10% and our 

borrowing is at the highest it has ever been outside of wartime. 

  

The Chancellor's three-part plan is: 

1. Support people and businesses through this crisis. 

2. Begin fixing public finances. 

3. Build our future economy. 

Supporting People and Businesses 

• Furlough extended until the end of September. 

• Two further grants for the self-employed. 

• Restart grants to help our businesses get going again. 

• Business rates holiday. 

• VAT cut extension. 

• Extension to the stamp duty cut. 

• A new mortgage guarantee scheme for home buyers. 

• New Recovery Loans to replace our existing loan schemes. 

• Extending Universal Credit uplift for a further six months. 



 

• Doubling the incentive paid to SMEs to take on apprentices of any age. 

• Support for culture and sport. 

Fixing public finances 

• In 2023 the rate of Corporation Tax paid on large company profits will 

increase to 25%. 

• Supporting business investment through an unprecedented super-deduction. 

• Personal tax thresholds will be increased next year and then maintained at 

that level. 

• Inheritance Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Pensions Lifetime Allowances and VAT 

threshold will remain at present levels. 

• Tackling fraud in our business loan schemes and introducing new steps to 

clamp down on tax avoidance and evasion. 

Build our future economy 

• Announcing the location of eight freeports in England. 

• Creating green jobs. 

• Launching a new Help to Grow scheme to boost the productivity of our small 

businesses. 

• Levelling up with 45 new Town Deals, launching the £150m Community 

Ownership Fund and opening the first round of bids for the £4.8 billion 

Levelling Up Fund. 

• Making the UK the best place in the world for high growth, innovative 

companies with a variety of initiatives. 

 

 

 



 

 

Budget debate 
 

As part of the budget debate I welcomed the creation of a freeport just across the 

Thames at Tilbury.  

 

This will create tens of thousands of jobs at the port and is a huge investment that 

will benefit our local area. 

 

Covid security at UK borders 

At the end of January, the Government announced tougher border controls which 

involve managed isolation in hotels for those, who cannot be refused entry, arriving 

from countries where we have imposed international travel bans, known as 'red list' 

countries. 

https://streamable.com/c0sgiz
https://streamable.com/a7id6j


 

I recently took part in an Opposition Day Debate which called on the Government 

to immediately introduce a comprehensive hotel quarantine system for all arrivals 

into the UK.  To hear my contribution to the debate, please click on the video above. 

  

 

 

 

It is welcome news that Amazon has confirmed it is coming to Dartford later this 

summer.  The company will be releasing more details soon and I will keep you 

updated.  

 

C2E - Crossrail to Ebbsfleet 

  
The Crossrail to Ebbsfleet (C2E) Partnership was formed in 2016 to consider the 

case for completing the original proposal to operate Crossrail services along the 

North Kent Line to Ebbsfleet.  The Partnership consists of the London Borough of 

Bexley, Dartford Borough Council, Gravesham Borough Council, Kent County 

Council, Ebbsfleet Development Corporation, Thames Gateway Kent Partnership, 

Network Rail, the Greater London Authority and Transport for London. 

 

In a recent meeting with the C2E Partnership I was updated on the progress made to 

date and the next steps in the project. 

 

Feasibility studies are now being conducted into the five options below:  

1. Crossrail from Abbey Wood to Northfleet/Ebbsfleet on shared tracks. 

2. Crossrail from Abbey Wood to Dartford on new segregated tracks, then 

shared tracks from Dartford to Northfleet/Ebbsfleet. 

3. Crossrail from Abbey Wood to Dartford on new segregated tracks where it 

would terminate and then connect with a new high frequency service east of 

Dartford to Northfleet. 



 

4. A new high frequency national rail shuttle service between Northfleet and 

Abbey Wood to connect with Crossrail services. 

5. A new Bus Rapid Transit service between Abbey Wood and Dartford, with 

possible enhancements to the Fastrack network between Dartford and 

Ebbsfleet. 

The first public consultation finished on 28th February and was highlighted in my last 

bulletin.  This consultation explained the background to the project and the five 

options.  The second consultation will take place in the summer of this year.  The 

project will conclude in September 2021 when the preferred option(s) will be 

presented back to the Government.  
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