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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

Help-to-Buy 1000th customers  

 

Help-to-Buy 1000th customers 

 

Help-to-buy has assisted tens of thousands of home 

buyers across the country to purchase a property and 

has proved highly successful for both first-time buyers 
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and those further up the property ladder.  A 20% equity 

loan from the Government and a 5% deposit 

requirement means that a 75% loan to value mortgage 

can be secured.  

 

Barratt Homes recently welcomed their 1000th help-to-

buy customers in Kent who had purchased a home at 

their Phoenix Quarter development in Dartford. The 

Phoenix Quarter development is highly popular and over 

half the homes are now occupied.  The final phase has 

been released and with help-to-buy, a four-bedroom 

family home could be secured with a deposit of just 

under £18,500. 

 

It is excellent that one thousand customers have used 

help-to-buy to purchase a home with Barratt Homes in 

Kent and I hope this number continues to grow.  More 

people than ever are now able to own a property as a 

direct result of help-to-buy and it is something that all 

those eligible should consider taking advantage of.    

 

 

 

Wilmington Manor Care Home 

   

I was delighted to attend the Wilmington Manor Care 

Home open day which consisted of a British fancy dress 

competition, sing-a-long, afternoon tea and a visit from 

the pet therapy dogs.  Members of the local community 
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Primary school 

places in Kent 

 

More than 97% of 

children across Kent 

will start their formal 

education in 2018 at 

one of their chosen 

primary 

schools.  15,426 

families were offered 

their first preference 

school, which 

accounts for almost 

90% of all 

applications. 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FCMyC6XO5CVx9WgH6s3d1?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/YNN8C5QN5hgOKlzIzOn7X?domain=youtube.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FCMyC6XO5CVx9WgH6s3d1?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk


 

and health stakeholders, together with residents and 

their relatives all enjoyed the day. 

 

 

 

  

Phoenix Place Hub launch 

The Phoenix Place Community Hub was launched this 

month by CDS Co-operatives who are a regulated 

housing association, together with the residents 

committee. The hub is modular building and represents a 

new and exciting phase for the Phoenix Place community 

and the residents committee and will provide 

opportunities for the CDS team to be regularly available 

for residents, increasing tenant engagement.  The 

residents committee, alongside support from CDS, will 

now begin to develop a programme of events and 

activities for local people. 

 

 

As a result, the fewest 

number of families 

ever will be allocated 

a school they did not 

name. 

 

In Dartford, of 1550 

pupils, all but 75 got 

one of their 

preferences.  1315 

families were given 

their first choice. 

   

 

KCC Young 

Person's Travel 

Pass 

  

From Sunday, 6th 

May, young people in 

years 7-11 who hold a 

Kent County Council 

Young Person's Travel 

Pass, are able to travel 

for free with the pass 

in the evening, during 

holidays and at 

weekends. 

 

The agreement has 

been made between 

Kent County Council 

and Arriva and applies 

to the company's 



 

  

Peter Walker, Conservative Party Candidate in 

Dartford in 1955 and 1959 

 

My colleague, Robin Walker, who is a Parliamentary 

Under-Secretary of State in the Department for Exiting 

the European Union, has given me some General 

Election literature for Dartford from 1959.  His father, 

Peter Walker, stood as the candidate in 1955 and 1959, 

narrowly losing out in 1959 to Labour Co-op's Sydney 

Irving by 1,276 votes. 

 

Peter Walker went on to become the MP for Worcester 

in 1961.  During his time in Government he held various 

Ministerial positions, serving under both Ted Heath and 

 

entire network across 

the county. 

   

 

 

 

  

TNT 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, be it large or 

small and this 

month’s is TNT which 

is a globally 

recognised name, 

transporting goods 

and documents 

around the world and 

operating in 200 

countries. 

   

The company started 

in Australia in the 

1940's when Ken 

Thomas set up his 

own transport 

business with just one 

truck.  In 1958 the 

company became 

known as Thomas 



 

Margaret Thatcher.  He retired from Parliament in 1992 

and was appointed Baron Walker of Worcester. 

   

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nationwide Transport 

or TNT for short and 

in 1961 it was listed 

on the Australian 

stock exchange.  In 

2016 the company 

was acquired by 

FedEx. 

  

TNT’s European hub 

for its road operations 

and regional sorting 

office has been 

located in Dartford's 

Central Road since 

October 

2017. Dartford was 

chosen by TNT 

because of its strong 

road links and 

proximity to the South 

East of England and 

Greater London as 

well as both ferry and 

Eurotunnel services. 

  

The site covers 62,120 

square feet which 

includes some 

impressive rest 

facilities for TNT’s 

drivers including 

dedicated parking 

facilities, toilets, 

showers, canteen and 

overnight 



 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syria 

 

On 7th April, up to 75 men, women and children were 

killed and hundreds were injured in a chemical weapons 

attack in Douma in Syria. 

 

The Prime Minister said in Parliament that a significant 

body of information, including intelligence, indicated the 

Syrian Regime was responsible for the attack.  

 

accommodation. 

  

296 staff are 

employed at the site 

and TNT have 

recruited locally 

where possible with 

the assistance of 

Dartford Job Centre. 

 

  

 

Ivory ban 

 

Following the recent 

consultation, which 

had over 70,000 

responses, the 

Government set out its 

plans to introduce a 

ban on ivory sales in a 

bid to protect 

elephants for future 

generations. 

 

This ban will cover 

ivory items of all ages, 

not only those 

produced after a 

certain date and the 

maximum available 



 

 

We cannot tolerate chemical weapons being used and 

the world needed to respond in a decisive manner.  Too 

many people have died and been injured as a result of 

these weapons. 

 

The response to this attack by Britain and our allies in 

France and the United States was proportional and 

targeted at very specific sites in a bid to degrade the 

Syrian regime's chemical weapons capability.  It sends a 

clear message that there is no place for chemical 

weapons being used. 

 

This action was supported by not just Britain, France and 

America, but by every country in NATO, the EU and most 

other countries around the world. 

 

We should be open in our condemnation of President 

Assad.  Responsibility for this chemical attack lays with 

him and the regime that he leads.  

 

Serious Violence Strategy and Offensive 

Weapons Bill 

 

Nationally, we have seen a shocking number of young 

people lose their lives lately from stabbings and it's 

something the Government, the police, local authorities 

and the whole of society needs to tackle. 

 

Whilst it is important that we have robust legislation to 

allow prosecution and punishment of people involved in 

the possession and use of weapons, this is only a small 

part of the overall picture.  Knife crime is a complex issue 

and will not be solved by playing a political blame 

penalty for breaching 

the ban will be an 

unlimited fine or up to 

five years in prison. 

 

It is right that we end 

this trade that results 

in around 20,000 

elephants being killed 

each year and it is 

shocking that the 

world's elephant 

population has 

declined by a third in 

the past ten years. 

 

These incredible 

animals need 

protection and ending 

this cruel trade is a 

significant step to 

achieving this.  

 

By including ivory 

items of all ages and 

adopting narrow 

exemptions, the UK's 

ban will be one of the 

toughest in the world 

and shows this country 

is a global leader in the 

international fight 

against the illegal ivory 

trade. 

 



 

game.  It is an issue for which there is no simple 

explanation and no simple solution but one which we 

have to get to grips with as a society. 

 

Much media discussion focused on whether to 

reintroduce stop and search powers.  Contrary to much 

of what has been reported, the right to stop and search 

has never ceased and whilst this power was undoubtedly 

misused in the past, we should not let this deter the 

police from being able to use it today.  Whilst police 

policy has been revised on the issue, it is vital that 

people know the power still exists and its deterrent 

effect should not be underestimated. 

 

It is essential that young people most at risk of becoming 

part of a gang are offered the support and intervention 

they need.  Many knife attacks are carried out as a 

consequence of gang or drug activities and so 

interrupting gang networks is an important part of the 

overall tackling of this problem and needs a multi-agency 

approach. 

 

In addition to this, central Government must make sure 

that our police forces have the authority and autonomy 

to make decisions that are right for the communities 

they serve.  I do not believe it is for Whitehall to dictate 

the way in which individual forces should respond to this 

problem, but instead provide them with the tools they 

need to respond appropriately.  

 

 

At a recent European 

Environment Council, 

the UK called for EU 

member states to 

follow the 

Government's lead 

and ban commercial 

trade in raw ivory, 

which is already 

banned in the UK, 

within the EU as soon 

as possible. 

 

This ban on imports is 

essential, but it is also 

important that African 

park rangers are able 

to stop the poaching 

that has become rife, 

so I am pleased that 

our military will be 

helping to train them 

and also assisting 

border guards in 

identifying ivory that is 

set to be smuggled 

into our country. 

 

This ban will also go 

some way to help in 

the fight against the 

illegal wildlife trade, 

which is now 

estimated to be worth 

around £17 billion a 



 

 

  

New 'Find a Job' service 

 

The Department for Work and Pensions has said one of 

the UK's largest recruitment websites, Universal 

Jobmatch is to be re-named  'Find a Job'.  This free 

government recruitment service will continue to connect 

jobseekers with thousands of employers across the UK. 

 

The change will come into effect on 14th May and access 

to existing 'Universal Jobmatch' accounts will be 

available up until 17th June 2018. 

 

The service will offer jobseekers and employers a simpler 

and more streamlined way to log in and access their 

information.  The site will continue to allow jobseekers 

to search for work 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week.  Through the creation of an account, they will be 

able to track their activity, create tailored job alerts and 

store multiple CVs. 

 

The unemployment rate (4.2%) has not been lower since 

1975 and the number of people out of work is down by 

136,000 compared to a year ago.   

 

year. 

 

At the moment, 

around 55 elephants 

are being killed every 

day for their ivory.  I 

hope this ban will send 

a clear message to 

poachers that ivory is 

no longer worth 

anything to anyone, 

other than the 

elephants.  

 

 

Red Arrows 

Engineer - 

Corporal Jonathan 

Bayliss 

  

As reported in my last 

newsletter, Corporate 

Jonathan Bayliss, of 

the Red Arrows, who 

was born in Dartford 

and grew up in 

Hartley, died when his 

aircraft crashed at RAF 

Valley in Wales. 

 

His funeral took place 

in Lincoln and was 

marked by an RAF fly-

past. 



 

 

GDPR 

  

I have been advised this monthly newsletter is not 

classed as direct marketing and it is therefore not 

necessary for you to opt-in to continue to receive it. 

However, if you wish to unsubscribe, you can do so in 

one of two ways: 

   

1. If you receive this newsletter via Mailchimp, 

please click on Unsubscribe.  

  

2. If you receive this newsletter by way of an email 

via Microsoft Outlook, please reply to me with 

UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 

  

Please note your contact details will not be shared with 

any third party.  
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Following his tragic 

death, I arranged for 

some close members 

of his family to meet 

with the Secretary of 

State for Defence, 

Gavin Williamson.   
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