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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  
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General Election 

  

It certainly has been an interesting time in British 

politics.   

I am extremely proud to be re-elected for the third 

time to represent Dartford and very grateful to 

everyone who supported me. Whilst I am obviously 

pleased to increase my majority and my share of 

the vote to 58%, I am determined to stand-up for all 

Dartfordians however they voted.   

 

Following the election, Dartford remains Britain’s 

longest bellwether seat and although I am 

disappointed the Conservative Party does not have 

an overall majority, it is now for our party to move 

forward as a government that will work for 

everyone.  

 

Although the Conservatives clearly won the 

election, it wasn’t the result we were hoping for and 

we need to learn the lessons from that.  

 

Looking to the future, a minority Government will 

present many challenges, but we have to do all we 

can to make it work and provide stability for the 

UK.  This General Election was held just two years 

after the last one and followed on from the County 

Council elections and only last year we had the EU 

Referendum. I sense there is no appetite for 

another election and understandably, the last thing 

people want is to go to the polls again.  This is why 

we had to secure the recent Queen's Speech 

vote. If we had lost that vote, convention dictates 

that another election would have to take place. 

 

I am looking forward to my next term and having the 

opportunity to continue serving the people of 

Dartford, who will always be my priority. 

 

Bluewater 

 

Each month, I 

feature either a small 

or large business in 

the local area.  My 

featured organisation 

for this month is 

Bluewater. 

 

Bluewater is built in 

a former chalk 

quarry with 50 metre 

high cliffs and 

opened its doors on 

16th March 1999 

after three years of 

construction.  The 

site covers 240 

acres and has 50 

acres of lakes, 

parkland and 

trees.  There are 300 

stores and 50 bars, 

restaurants and 

cafes, along with 

13,000 car park 

spaces. 

  

We have seen 

Bluewater evolve 

and expand over the 

years with the 

construction of a two 



  

 

 

Theme Park 

 

London Resort Company Holdings recently 

announced it would be discontinuing its relationship 

with Paramount.  They clearly feel it will give them 

greater flexibility over who they work with on this 

project and the themes they will be able to offer. 

 

My main concern is not how the park is themed but 

how the local area will cope with a large 

development of this nature.  The jobs it would bring 

would obviously be very welcome but it has to be 

approached in the right way. 

 

I am due to meet with the project team shortly to 

discuss all the key issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

story events centre, 

the provision of 

additional 

restaurants and the 

extensive 

refurbishment of the 

Food Court. 

  

Thousands of people 

are employed at 

Bluewater, with 

many of these 

passing through The 

Learning Shop which 

is a unique 

partnership between 

Bluewater, the DWP 

and North Kent 

College.  During its 

18 years of 

operating, the 

Learning Shop has 

recruited 46,200 

people and trained 

22,500. 

  

Last September, The 

Learning Shop held 

its fifth Jobs Fayre, 

with 2,000 jobs on 

offer and it continues 

to make a significant 

contribution to the 

fall of unemployment 

in Dartford.  In fact, 

when Bluewater 

opened, Dartford 

experienced a 50% 

drop in 

unemployment – the 



 

Dartford Science and Technology 

College Community Day 

 

Earlier in June I met with students from Dartford 

Science and Technology College to discuss their 

annual Community Day.  This year will be the third 

year that the girls' school in Heath Lane, Dartford, 

have held the event where every student and staff 

member volunteers for the day in and around 

Dartford.  This year, the Community Day is being 

held on 19th July, with 650 students and staff taking 

part and over 50 placements.  

 

The students will undertake a variety of tasks such 

as painting, gardening, fundraising, community CPR 

training and lots more.  Jonathan Dix, a teacher at 

DSTC and organiser of the day said, “The day is 

completely unique and every year it gets bigger and 

better.  Our sponsors this year are Bluewater, BDP 

International, Costa, Howard Hunt, Barrett Homes, 

ER Productions, Redrow Homes, Campanile Hotel, 

Barton Wilmore, Crest Nicholson, Umbrella Training 

and the Co-op.” 

 

DSTC have embraced the concept of community 

spirit with this annual event and I cannot speak 

highly enough of it. They have helped an enormous 

number of people and organisations in the local 

 

largest single 

reduction anywhere 

in the UK. 

  

Bluewater does a lot 

to support the local 

community too and 

has continued to 

hold bi-monthly 

community forms 

with representatives 

from Residents 

Associations and 

local groups.  

  

The organisation 

also helps local 

charities in the area 

and for many years 

has supported my 

annual Charity 

Cricket Match which 

raises funds for the 

Arrow Riding School 

for the Disabled and 

Dartford Cricket 

Club. 

 

   

 

Greenhithe and 

Swanscombe 

Royal British 

Legion Armed 

Forces Day 

 

It was my great 

pleasure to attend 



 

area and deserve a huge amount of credit. 

  

   

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

Terrorist Attacks and Grenfell Tower fire 

 

During the recent months we have seen horrific 

terror attacks in Manchester and London.  

 

On 22nd May, British born Salman Abedi detonated 

a home-made bomb in the foyer of Manchester 

Arena just as crowds were leaving the Ariana 

Grande concert.  This attack was deliberately 

directed at children and young adults.  22 people 

were killed and many were injured. 

 

On the evening of 3rd June 2017, we witnessed 

another abhorrent attack unfold at London Bridge 

and Borough Market when three men drove a van 

into pedestrians on London Bridge and then 

attacked people with knives, murdering eight people 

and injuring many more. 

 

On 14th June 2017, we awoke to the awful sight of 

this event again this 

year at Greenhithe 

and Swanscombe 

Royal British Legion. 

The event followed 

the same sort of 

format as previous 

years and included 

community stalls, 

cadet forces, military 

demonstrations, and 

other local charity 

events.  

 

This is a great event 

which is held every 

year and is a chance 

to show support for 

the men and women 

who make up the 

Armed Forces 

community from 

currently serving 

troops to service 

families, veterans 

and cadets.  

 

The UK Armed 

Forces defend the 

UK and its interests. 

They are busy 

working around the 

world, promoting 

peace, delivering 

aid, tackling drug 

smugglers, providing 

security and fighting 

terrorism and it is 

only right we 



 

a huge fire at the Grenfell Tower block in West 

London, which left countless people dead and has 

shocked the nation. 

 

In Finsbury Park on 19th June, a dreadful terrorist 

attack targeted people attending a local mosque in 

an attempt to spread hatred and division 

 

Many people have been killed, injured and 

traumatised by these events and in a statement on 

her 91st Birthday, Her Majesty the Queen said "it is 

difficult to escape a very sombre national mood" 

following this succession of terrible tragedies.  She 

also said that "put to the test, the UK has been 

resolute in the face of adversity."  I agree with this 

sentiment wholeheartedly.   

 

Much has been said about the response of the 

emergency services to all these incidents. Within 

eight minutes, police were on the scene at London 

Bridge and shot dead the three terrorists.  We have 

also read the reports of how a single British 

Transport Police officer confronted the terrorists as 

he responded to calls for help from the public. With 

Grenfell, firefighters were on the scene within six 

minutes, yet tragically the block was engulfed in 

flames within 15 minutes.   

 

As we move forward there will be difficult days 

ahead but we must stand strong and never let fear 

and hate divide us.  

 

  

Queen's Speech 

 

The Queen's Speech set out the programme of 

legislation for the next eighteen months, together 

with announcing a new commission for countering 

extremism and a Public Enquiry into the Grenfell 

 

recognise their 

bravery and 

expertise in carrying 

out these roles.  

 

 

 

The Arrow 

Riding Centre 

for the Disabled 

- Royal visit 

 

HRH Princess Anne, 

recently visited the 

Arrow Riding Centre 

for the Disabled to 

celebrate 35 years 

since the centre 

opened. 

 

The Arrow is run by 

husband and wife 

team, Ken and Val 

Blake and gives 

children and adults 

with special needs 

the opportunity to 

take part in 

equestrian activities 

which help their 

confidence, stature 

and social skills.  It is 

a fantastic charity, 

aided by a team of 

volunteers and it is 

great to see this 



 

Tower fire. 

 

There are eight Brexit Bills as follows:  

 The Great Repeal Bill 

 The Immigration Bill 

 The Customs Bill 

 The Trade Bill 

 The Fisheries Bill 

 The Agriculture Bill 

 The Nuclear Safeguards Bill 

 The International Sanctions Bill 

Other legislation:  

 Armed Forces Bill 

 Financial Guidance and Claims Bill 

 Automated and Electric Vehicles Bill 

 Spaceflight (Satellites) Bill 

 High Speed 2, Phase 2A Bill 

 National Insurance Contributions Bill 

 Smart Meter Bill 

 Draft Tenants' Fees Bill 

 Travel Protection Bill 

 Data Protection Bill 

 Draft Patient Safety Bill 

 Draft Domestic Violence and Abuse Bill 

 Civil Liability Bill 

 Courts Bill 

  

 

 

 

recognised by this 

Royal visit.  

 

 

Extra Winter 

money for 

Darent Valley 

Hospital A&E 

   

Dartford and 

Gravesham NHS 

Trust has been 

awarded £944,291 

for Winter A&E 

improvements which 

will be used to build 

two new GP 

assessment rooms. 

 

The Winter months 

have always been 

the most challenging 

for the health service 

and it is right we 

should be planning 

for this now and not 

in a few months’ 

time.  The extra 

funding for Darent 

Valley Hospital will 

help cope with these 

increased pressures 

and is a welcome 

addition to the 

resources already 

being given. 

 

 



 

 

George Low 

 

In August last year, George Low and Ben Barker, 

both from Dartford, were subject to a completely 

unprovoked attack in Ayia Napa, Cyprus. Sadly 

George Low died from his injuries. 

 

The two main suspects fled to Northern Cyprus 

where they were arrested on unrelated matters. It is 

with huge frustration I can report both of these 

suspects have now been released without being 

tried for this vicious crime. Despite efforts from the 

British Foreign Office, the political situation that 

exists between Northern and Southern Cyprus led 

to a failure to ensure they faced trial. 

 

Over the past few months I have worked with the 

victims’ families, Government Ministers, the 

northern Cypriot Ambassador and both the civilian 

and military police in Nicosia to try and ensure this 

did not happen. The two jurisdictions in Cyprus 

refuse to recognise each other and so extraditions 

are virtually impossible. This episode was one of 

most frustrating and infuriating I have ever 

experienced and is devastating for the families of 

the two victims. I will be meeting with the Foreign 

Secretary shortly to see what options we now have. 

   

Gareth Johnson MP 

House of Commons 

  

 

 

Private 

Parliamentary 

Secretary to Rt 

Hon David 

Davis MP 

 

I am delighted to 

announce that I have 

been appointed as 

the Private 

Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Rt 

Hon David Davis 

MP, Secretary of 

State for Exiting the 

European Union.  
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