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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

  

  

Congestion Report 

 

I was interested to see a recent study which has 

identified the UK as Europe's third most congested 
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country, with drivers spending more than 30 hours a 

year stuck in traffic at peak times. 

 

Here in Dartford we know only too well the blight of 

congestion as it has been an ongoing issue around 

the crossing, causing misery for residents for years. 

 

In fact today, in 2017, we are trying to deal with a 

problem in Dartford that should have been dealt with 

15 years ago.  Nothing was done at that time to plan 

for the increased congestion and we are now 

therefore playing catch-up. 

 

For me, this study highlights the necessity of having 

a Lower Thames Crossing away from the over-

congested Dartford Crossing.  It is critical the 

Government makes the right decision and a new 

crossing is built at Option C, east of Gravesend and 

we need this decision as soon as possible. 

 

Whilst the completion of recent roadworks in Essex 

has had a positive impact on the northbound traffic 

and has improved the flow slightly, it still only takes 

one incident to cause traffic chaos.  Storm Doris 

recently caused the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge to be 

closed and Dartford again ground to a halt. 

 

Dartford residents have suffered for far too long and 

we need an alternative crossing east of Gravesend. 

It would be catastrophic to build another one at 

Dartford. 

 

This is why I have been working with other partners 

to try and ensure this outcome.  I anticipate we will 

have a decision this month on where the 

Department for Transport is going to locate the 

Lower Thames Crossing.  I feel strongly that not only 

must this be east of Gravesend, but that it should 

 

Ebbsfleet 

Garden City 

 

Earlier this month I 

visited the growing 

development at 

Ebbsfleet Garden 

City. I went on site at 

Springhead Park to 

see 110 new homes 

being built by 

Countryside.  I also 

visited Ebbsfleet 

Green, where 

Redrow are building 

950 new homes. 

 

I was particularly 

pleased to see the 

progress being 

made with the new 

primary school at 

Castle Hill. Cherry 

Orchard School will 

be open this 

September and will 

provide 420 much 

needed places for 

pupils as well as 

providing community 

facilities.  In fact 

there will be three 

new primary schools 

in total at Ebbsfleet, 



 

also include measures to tackle congestion until it is 

built. We need the right decision for Dartford and I 

will continue to press for this.  

 

 

 
 

 

Relish 

 

Each month I feature either a small or large business 

in the local area.  My featured business for this 

month is Relish which is a catering company based 

on the Millside Industrial Estate in Dartford.   

  

Relish was originally founded as Christopher 

Anthony Catering and has been trading for over 30 

years, employing a number of local residents.  In 

2009, the company re-branded as Relish.  

  

Relish can provide event catering for weddings, 

barbecues, hog roasts, parties and corporate 

events.  They can arrange complete packages 

including venue or marquee hire, catering, bar 

services, table styling, cutlery, linen, chairs, and 

waiting staff.  In 2013 they launched a catering 

equipment hire operation which covers everything 

from refrigeration units to cocktail skewers. 

  

In 2016 Relish was one of the finalists at the Kent 

Wedding Awards in the Independent Wedding 

Caterer category.  

  

If you are looking to support a local business to 

handle your event catering, take a look at the Relish 

website below.  

   

 

 

together with a new 

secondary school. 

There will also be 

medical provision 

and a new college. 

 

Ebbsfleet Garden 

City was recently 

announced as one of 

30 areas in the 

country to 

spearhead the 

Government's new 

starter homes 

scheme, meaning 

younger people will 

be helped to get on 

the property ladder. 

Up to 635 homes 

could have discounts 

of at least 20 per 

cent below market 

value.  

 

 

  

New retirement 

development in 

Dartford 

 

I was invited by 

Churchill Retirement 

Living to visit their 



Relish  
 

  

 

Answers to last month's photo quiz 

 

The answers to last month's photo quiz below are as 

follows, going from left to right: 

 

Hesketh Park Cricket Pavilion, Dartford 

All Saints Church, Hartley 

Manor Gatehouse, Dartford 

Ingress Abbey, Greenhithe 

Broadditch Pond, New Barn 

Longfield Library 

Ebbsfleet International Station 

The Mermaid at The Bridge 

Stone House Hospital 

All Saints Church, Swanscombe 

 

A prize is on its way to the winning entries. 

   

 

 

 
 

  

 

construction site at 

the Keyes Lodge 

development in King 

Edward Avenue, 

Dartford.  The 

development is 

made up of 68 

privately owned, 

self-contained one 

and two bedroom 

apartments 

specifically designed 

for the over 60s. The 

apartments feature a 

video-entry system, 

lifts to all floors, 24 

hour care and 

support system and 

a Lodge Manager. 

There is also an 

Owners' Lounge, 

Guest Suite and 

landscaped gardens. 

 

Retirement 

properties are a 

crucial part of 

helping to unblock 

the UK’s housing 

crisis and Churchill’s 

new development is 

a significant addition 

to the housing 

provision in Dartford. 

Specialist retirement 

housing is proven to 

have a very real, 

beneficial effect on 
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older people’s health 

and wellbeing.  I am 

sure these 

properties will prove 

to be very popular. 

 

 

Kent Police 

 

HM Inspectors of 

Constabulary 

(HMIC) 

independently 

assesses police 

forces in England 

and Wales. 

 

Their report this 

week has rated Kent 

Police as good, 

which is the same as 

in 2016.  The report 

praises them for the 

work they do and in 

particular the way 

they address anti-

social behaviour and 

investigate crime.  It 

also highlights the 

Police and Crime 

Commissioner's 

commitment to 

dealing with the 

issue of mental 



 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

  

EU (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill 

 

In February, MPs voted in favour of the EU 

(Notification of Withdrawal) Bill. Both the country as 

a whole and Dartford, voted for Brexit and that is 

exactly what Parliament should deliver.  Brexit must 

take place. 

 

The Bill we debated gives Theresa May the power to 

invoke Article 50 which will kick start the removal 

process.  The commitment is to trigger it by the end 

of March. 

 

I voted against all proposed amendments tabled in 

this debate because nothing should be allowed to 

frustrate the will of the people.  The British public 

determined, through the referendum on 23rd June 

last year, we should leave the EU and Parliament 

must carry out their wishes. 

 

 

health.  Whilst there 

are improvements to 

be carried out, Kent 

Police remain a 

force we can be 

proud of. 

 

A link to the HMIC 

report can be found 

below. 

   

 

HMIC Report  
 

 

  

  

Awards for 

Valour 

(Protection) Bill 

 

My Private Members' 

Bill had its second 

reading in November 

and was committed 

to a Public Bill 

Committee which sat 

at the beginning of 

February. My Bill 

passed the 

committee stage and 

came back to the 

http://garethjohnsonmp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30227a15ba933b5448f04f7c8&id=c8179327da&e=522d037eae


 

Regrettably the House of Lords has amended the 

Bill which the Commons will now seek to overturn. I 

will be voting to remove these amendments so we 

can get on with leaving the EU. 

   

 

 

 

 

  

Tougher sentencing for animal cruelty 

 

I was pleased to support the launch of Battersea 

Dogs and Cats Home's campaign for tougher 

sentencing for animal cruelty. 

 

This campaign calls for five years imprisonment to 

be made available for the worst cases of animal 

cruelty rather than the current maximum of just six 

House of Commons 

for the report stage 

and third reading on 

24th February. 

 

This Bill prohibits the 

wearing or public 

display, by a person 

not entitled to do so, 

of medals or insignia 

awarded for valour, 

with intent to 

deceive. 

 

Unfortunately, the 

Bill was 'talked out' 

by a couple of MPs 

who opposed it. This 

is a serious setback 

for the Bill and it's 

difficult to see how it 

will now pass into 

law.   

 

My Bill had 

overwhelming 

support on all sides 

of the House, yet its 

progress has been 

scuppered by just 

two MPs.  It raises 

the question of 

whether we should 

change the 

procedures in the 

House of Commons 

to enable democracy 

to prevail, rather 



 

months. 

 

When I worked in the criminal justice system, I saw 

how inadequate the current penalties for animal 

cruelty can be.  It's time we changed the law to 

ensure far more than six months in prison is 

available for the worst offences of animal cruelty. 

 

This campaign is being spearheaded by Battersea 

Dogs and Cats Home and their representative Cllr 

Daisy Page from Dartford.  Their report can be found 

by clicking on the link below. 

  

 

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home report  
 

 

 

 

than the will of just 

one or two MPs. 

 

Sadly, this means, at 

this year's 

Remembrance 

service and 

Armistice day, 

anyone can falsely 

claim to be heroes 

by wearing medals 

they are not entitled 

to.  

 

 

 

 

NHS charges 

for non-urgent 

treatment for 

visitors to the 

UK 

   

In early February the 

Government 

announced it is 

planning to charge 

visitors to the UK for 

non-urgent NHS 

treatment in 

England. 

 

It will require NHS 

providers to obtain 
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Dog Theft 

 

As part of my campaign for tougher sentences for 

dog theft, I am hosting the above event at the 

Houses of Parliament on 14th March 2017. 

 

There should be proper recognition in the 

Sentencing Council's guidelines of the impact dog 

theft can have.  It needs to be classed as more than 

just property theft.  Current guidelines dictate that 

dogs must be treated the same way as a mobile 

phone or a laptop and so prison sentences can't 

normally be given by the courts.  Any dog owner will 

agree they are far more valuable than that. 

 

This crime is heart-breaking and more must be done 

to punish those who are convicted of this offence. 
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charges upfront and 

in full before visitors 

can access non-

urgent treatment.  I 

welcome this 

plan. The NHS 

should be just that, a 

'national' health 

service, not an 

'international' health 

service. 

 

The UK is currently 

losing half a billion 

pounds a year in this 

area and this is 

money which could 

be reinvested in the 

NHS. 
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