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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

  

Dartford's Train Services 

 

Transport for London recently announced it will be 

bidding to run trains in parts of Southeastern's 

current area, including Dartford, Greenhithe, 

Swanscombe and Stone. 

 

This is not a new idea and is something I am open 

to.  However, the Mayor of London is not 

accountable to the people of Dartford and so before 

I can support this proposal, I will need a number of 

assurances from TfL to protect local commuters. 

 

I have asked TfL to provide assurances that there 

won’t be any fare rises for us above other areas, or 

cuts to services and stops.  I also want to see the 
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Oyster Card introduced at all of the stations 

affected. 

 

I am a commuter myself, travelling to London 

regularly and I am therefore fully aware of the 

failings of Southeastern.  We shouldn't, though, be 

prepared to give TfL a blank cheque.  We are not 

part of London and never should be.  The next time 

the Mayor of London is looking to increase fares or 

cut services, I don't want us to be the easy target as 

we don't vote in London Mayoral elections.  This is 

why we need these assurances. 

 

In Dartford, we want a reliable, affordable service 

and I think another provider could bring some 

potential benefits.  However, we need protections in 

place to ensure we have the best deal for local 

commuters and are not seen as an easy target.   

 

McDonald's 

Each month I highlight a local business.  I highlight 

both large and small businesses that make a 

positive contribution to the local community and this 

month's is McDonald's. 

 

Paul Shaw is the franchisee for three restaurants in 

Dartford, where he employs 210 staff.  He took 

his first franchise in Spital Street in October 

2001.  This was followed by Greenhithe in 

November 2005.  His latest venture is the 

 

 

Plans have been 

announced to extend 

the Delay Repay 

scheme so that rail 

passengers will be 

able to claim 

compensation if their 

train is more than 15 

minutes late.   

 

Delay Repay 15 will 

be introduced within 

months on some 

services and then 

rolled out across the 

country.   

 

When it is introduced 

on Southeastern, it 

means passengers 

will be able to claim 

25% of the cost of 

the single fare for 

delays between 15 

and 29 minutes. The 

existing 

compensation 

thresholds will apply 

for delays from 30 

minutes with 

passengers able to 

apply for 

compensation 

through the train 

operating company. 

  

 

Sir John 

Franklin pub, 

Greenhithe 



McDonald's at Princes Road, which opened in 

March 2014. 

 

McDonald's is one of the UK's largest private 

apprenticeship providers and Paul has trained over 

25 apprentices in his restaurants.  I was pleased to 

be able to present some of these apprentices with 

their diplomas in 2013.  An apprenticeship takes an 

average of 12 months to complete and it results in 

an Intermediate Apprenticeship in Hospitality and 

Catering (level 2) which is equivalent to 5 GCSE 

grades of A* to C. 

 

We all have some knowledge of McDonald's 

restaurants but we don't all know about the 

charitable work they carry out in the local 

community or the opportunities they provide for their 

staff and it's right therefore that they are given 

recognition for this. 

 

Paul's businesses have hosted charity fundraising 

events for Ronald McDonald House charities which 

provide free 'home away from home' 

accommodation for families with children in 

hospital. He has also supported local charities, 

including the Arrow Riding School for the Disabled 

in Darenth, together with sponsoring the Bubble 

Rush for Demelza House for the last two years.  In 

September Paul's restaurants all took part in the 

Macmillan coffee morning, raising £1,000. 

 

Recently, Paul and his staff have joined forces with 

local Beavers and Rainbows from the Scouts and 

Guides, to clean up rubbish.  Along with other 

businesses and volunteers, they are helping to 

tackle litter as part of the 'Love Kent' campaign. 

 

Paul believes in giving back to the community and 

to this end, he has been a long serving member of 

the Dartford Town Centre Partnership which he now 

chairs. He has also served as a governor at 

Dartford Science and Technology College for over 

ten years. 

 

 

 

I was delighted to 

visit Gary and Alison 

Snell, who are 

celebrating fifteen 

years as publicans at 

the Sir John Franklin 

in Greenhithe.   

 

Gary and Alison 

have established an 

excellent reputation 

amongst their 

customers and made 

certain the pub has 

become a hub of the 

community. They are 

to be congratulated 

on this milestone.  

  

 

 

Historic 

Dartford 

 

We all know that 

basketball originated 

in the USA but a 

lesser known fact is 

that netball 

originated in 

Dartford! 

 

Netball was 

developed in the late 

1890's by the 

students of the 

Bergman Osterberg 



 

He is a long time sponsor of the Dartford half 

marathon and has even managed to run it twice.  In 

2016, his McDonald's restaurants were the main 

sponsors of the accompanying Fun Run and will be 

again in 2017, hopefully making it bigger and better! 

  

Visit to Darent Valley Hospital 

  

On a recent visit to Darent Valley Hospital, it was 

extremely interesting to be shown the One-stop 

Cancer Diagnostic Centre which is one of the most 

advanced urological treatment centres in the 

country. Professor Sriprasad explained how patients 

are now seen locally and can have the results of 

their tests and discuss their treatment options all 

within one visit. The hospital also has one of the 

latest fixed-site Lithotripters that uses both x-rays 

and ultrasound to locate kidney stones and then 

shatter them without the need for surgery. 

 

I also visited the A&E Department which has seen 

around a 7% increase in activity against the same 

time last year.  I saw first-hand many aspects of 

emergency care and talked to both patients and 

staff.  Kevin Carney, who is a General Manager and 

Nurse, told me that a lot of the increase is due to 

the number of older people needing help, together 

with patients who could easily been seen faster and 

more appropriately by their GP or at a walk-in or 

 

Physical Training 

College in Dartford. 

 

The college campus 

is now the site of 

North Kent College 

and a blue plaque 

there 

commemorates 

Martina Bergman 

Osterberg. 

Festivals 

 

I had the pleasure of 

attending Dartford's 

eighth annual 

Festival of Light 

which took place on 

21st October.  The 

event started from 

One Bell Corner and 

12 local schools took 

part, parading to the 

the bandstand in 

Central Park.  This 

was followed by a 

fantastic fireworks 

and lights display. 

 

I was also delighted 

to attend the 

Dartford Nepalese 

Community's 

celebration of 

Dashain and 

Deepawali.  Dashain 

symbolises family 

unions and 

gatherings (similar to 

Christmas). 

Deepawali which is 



 

minor injuries unit. 

 

Maternity was the next stop on my visit, where I met 

with Deborah McAllion, the Head of Midwifery.  She 

told me how the department had grown to 

accommodate the doubling of births at the hospital 

since it opened 16 years ago.  At that time there 

were 2,500 births each year and this is now 5,000. 

 

The dedication and professionalism of the staff at 

DVH is always impressive to witness and we are 

very fortunate in Dartford to have a local hospital 

that serves us so well.  There are always challenges 

for the hospital to meet and it was useful to discuss 

those challenges with the staff who always remain 

determined to provide the best possible care for 

patients. 

  

 

  

  

 

also known as 

Deewali is a festival 

of light and money 

and symbolises the 

strengthening 

relationships among 

sisters and brothers. 

 

These events 

represent Dartford at 

its best. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Dartford Nepalese 
Community Festival 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  



 

News from Westminster 

 

 

EU Referendum 

 

Since the EU referendum on 23rd June, there has 

been much talk about how we will extricate 

ourselves from four decades of membership of the 

EU. 

 

Here in Dartford, the overwhelming majority of 

people voted to leave, 64% in fact.  Like them, I 

want to see Brexit happen and for it to be as 

successful as possible. 

 

There have been repeated calls for Parliament to 

vote on the issue and the terms of withdrawal. What 

is clear in my mind is that Parliament should not be 

able to undermine the outcome of the 

referendum.  People voted to leave the EU and for 

Article 50 to be invoked and Parliament must 

acquiesce to that. 

 

I believe leaving the EU will ultimately provide 

greater control for the UK over its trading 

agreements around the world.  One issue that was 

not debated in any great detail during the 

referendum campaign, is the issue of the tariffs 

imposed by the EU on many countries around the 

world.  The money raised by these tariffs goes 

straight to the European Union Commission even 

when these goods are imported to the UK alone. 

 

Awards for 

Valour 

(Protection) Bill 

 

I am pleased to 

report my Private 

Members' Bill has 

gained support from 

both the Ministry of 

Justice and the 

Ministry of Defence. 

 

My bill is about 

stolen valour which 

prohibits the wearing 

or public display, by 

a person not entitled 

to do so, of medals 

or insignia awarded 

for valour, with the 

intent to deceive. 

 

My bill will not affect 

a war widow who 

wears her late 

husband's medals or 

re-enactments or 

people who wear 

them whilst acting. 

 

The second reading 

of the bill will take 

place on 25th 

November 2016. 

 

Westminster 

Hour 

 

I was recently 

interviewed by a 

Radio 4 presenter 

about Grammar 



 

 

Brexit will mean we can cut those tariffs, reducing 

prices on goods for the consumer and any 

remaining tariffs will come directly back to the UK 

Government instead of the EU. 

 

Leaving the EU can bring all sorts of opportunities 

our way.  We have had a clear mandate from the 

country to leave the EU and we need to respect the 

views of the British people and ensure it happens 

successfully. 

 

 

Finally... 

 

No bulletin of mine would be complete without some 

mention of the Dartford Crossing and the 

congestion that blights our town.  

 

I raised this issue this week in the Commons and 

have made representations to the Prime Minister 

and requested a meeting with her.  I have 

emphasised to her the necessity for another 

crossing East of Gravesend and not in Dartford.  I 

have also impressed upon the PM the need to 

ensure Highways England tackle the congestion 

more effectively in the meantime.  
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Schools, whilst 

walking around my 

old school, Dartford 

Grammar. 

 

Click on the button 

below for a link to 

this programme. 

  

 

Westminster Hour 
- A path to 'social 

mobility'?  
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