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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 
 

 

Further meeting with Highways England 

over crossing congestion 

  

I have met again with representatives from 

Highways England to challenge them to tackle the 

ongoing traffic problems at the Dartford Crossing. 

 

This meeting followed the round table summit in 

October with Dartford and Kent Councils, Highways 

England, the Department for Transport and Kent 

Police which was aimed at achieving a multi-agency 

approach to the heavy congestion often 

experienced at the Dartford Crossing. 

 

The serious delays seen recently all around the 

Dartford Crossing are unacceptable to motorists 
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and local residents. Highways England accepts that 

it needs to do more to tackle the congestion and 

they are working on ways of improving traffic flow.   

 

Since the Dart Charge was introduced and the toll 

booths removed, the results have been very 

disappointing.  We can't carry on with this situation 

which is causing misery for local residents who are 

unable to get to and from work when there is an 

incident. 

 

During the meeting, I was shown the control centre 

at the crossing and saw how the crossing is 

managed.  The sheer weight of traffic using the 

tunnels creates clear challenges for Highways 

England.  The tunnels weren't designed for such a 

high volume of traffic and so it doesn't take much for 

tailbacks to quickly build up. 

 

The current roadworks in Essex, just north of the 

tunnels, are causing a significant impact on the 

traffic on our side of the crossing.  The junctions just 

north of the crossing are being improved and this 

work is causing queues back to the tunnel, requiring 

traffic lights to be used to manage the flow in the 

tunnel.  Unfortunately, this is going to have a 

significant impact on traffic flow until the work is 

completed next year. 

 

The roundabouts at Junction1a and the Bluestar 

roundabout are presenting some of the biggest 

traffic problems in Dartford and Highways England 

is in the process of implementing changes aimed at 

helping the traffic flow at these locations.  The slip 

road used by traffic from Bob Dunn Way onto the 

crossing approach causes huge traffic problems for 

people locally and needs to be improved.  Highways 

England is also in talks with the oil refineries in 

Essex to try and reduce tanker movements at peak 

times.  Unfortunately they have to be escorted by 

law but the disruption they cause can be reduced if 

peak times are avoided. 

 

 

 

I recently visited 

Wilmington 

Grammar School for 

Boys to meet the 

Aspire class which is 

run for Sixth Form 

students (combined 

with Wilmington 

Grammar School for 

Girls). 

 

I was asked to speak 

to the students about 

my experiences as a 

politician and how I 

started out as a 

public speaker. 

 

Wilmington 

Grammar School is 

an excellent school 

that goes from 

strength-to-strength. 

It was a pleasure to 

visit the school and 

to meet with the sixth 

formers. They were 

both challenging and 

polite and asked me 

a range of questions 

about public 

speaking and how 

the processes of 

Parliament work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Since free-flow was introduced, the traffic from 

Essex to Kent over the bridge has been much 

improved but the flow northbound through the 

tunnels remains seriously congested.  I am 

determined to keep pushing Highways England to 

deal with the congestion which we are all finding 

exasperating. 

 

These improvements that Highways England are 

seeking to introduce will help but they are not going 

to solve all the problems.  This is why I am 

convinced we need a further crossing away from 

Dartford and to the East of Gravesend. 

 

Motorists need an alternative option and only a new 

crossing, well away from Dartford, will resolve this 

ongoing problem. 

 

Opening of Tonbridge Building at Stone 

St Mary's Church of England Primary 

School 
 

The new extension at Stone St Mary's Church of 

England Primary School was recently opened by 

the Bishop of Rochester and I was delighted to 

attend. This is a fantastic school which really brings 

out the best in its children.  The new building will 

 

 

New CHP 

Energy Centre 

at Darent Valley 

Hospital 
  

The new Combined 

Heat and Power 

(CHP) energy centre 

was opened at 

Darent Valley 

Hospital on 10th 

December.  The new 

centre will mean the 

hospital is producing 

its own energy and 

using the waste heat 

to provide hot water 

to the Trust.  It will 

reduce daily carbon 

emissions by 25% 

and save significant 

money which can be 

put into patient care 

for local residents. 

 

£2m footbridge 

plan for Stone 

Crossing 
  

Network Rail is to 

consult on plans to 

install a bridge next 

year at Stone 

Crossing. Feasibility 

plans are due to be 



 

help facilitate the expansion of the school and allow 

more youngsters to experience the excellent 

education it offers. 

 

 

Unemployment falls in Dartford 
  

The number of people claiming Jobseeker's 

Allowance in Dartford has fallen by 8% in just one 

month.  716 people are now claiming, which is down 

from 779 in the previous month.  

 

For those aged 18-24 in Dartford, 160 people are 

claiming Jobseeker's Allowance. This is 70 lower 

than in November 2014. 

 

These figures are fantastic news for Dartford.  Yet 

again we are seeing huge improvements in 

Dartford's employment situation.  We are also 

seeing an increase in wages and because of low 

inflation, people have more money in their pockets 

to spend. 

completed by May 

and these results will 

go out to 

consultation next 

summer. 

  

If it gets the go 

ahead, a bridge, 

estimated to cost 

around £2million 

could be in place by 

2017.  

  

It is anticipated the 

station is likely to 

become even busier 

in the years to come 

and the current 

system of using the 

level crossing 

has long been seen 

as a safety issue by 

current commuters 

and rail users. 

  

As well as the new 

bridge, Southeastern 

has agreed to install 

a card-only ticket 

machine next year. 

  

In addition to the 

bridge plans and 

new ticket machine, 

Kent County 

Councillor Penny 

Cole is planning the 

installation of a new 

bike rack at the 

station for 

commuters who 

want to be able to 

cycle to the station. 

  



 

 

 

 and finally ....... 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year! 
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The fourth piece of 

good news for the 

station is that, after 

much discussion, BT 

has confirmed it will 

remove the out-of-

use phone box next 

to the station in the 

first half of next year. 

  

Not that long ago the 

very future of Stone 

Crossing Station was 

questioned but today 

services from the 

station have been 

secured for the 

foreseeable future 

and also some major 

enhancements are 

on their way. It is 

important we invest 

in the future of Stone 

Crossing for the 

benefit of all local 

residents. The bridge 

will reduce safety 

risks, a new ticket 

machine is long 

overdue and the 

derelict phone box 

seems only to be 

used as a public 

urinal! 

   

 

 

mailto:gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk

