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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

 
 

 

 

Bluewater Jobs Fayre 

 

I recently attended Bluewater's annual Jobs Fayre 

hosted by The Learning Shop which had more than 

2000 jobs on offer in a variety of roles, both 

permanent and temporary, with over 80 retailers 

and restaurants participating. 

 

Just days before, it was confirmed that Dartford's 

unemployment rate had reached a record low. 

Figures released for August 2015 show that the 
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number of people claiming Job Seeker's Allowance 

has fallen to a 19 year low of 783 people.  This is 

the lowest figure since the constituency records 

began in 1996. 

 

This continual fall in unemployment is great news 

for Dartford and is a testament to the hard work of 

numerous organisations including The Learning 

Shop.  Whilst we should not become complacent 

about the current positive economic outlook, it is 

pleasing to see so many jobs on offer. 

 

 

Dartford Crossing 

 

As promised in the August newsletter, I raised 

the issue of the problems at the Dartford 

Crossing again in the House of Commons. 

 

During questions to the Leader of the House, I 

stated that the approach to the Dartford 

Crossing on the M25 has become Britain's 

worst stretch of motorway. I pointed out that 

the free-flow system has clearly failed to live up 

to expectations leading to horrendous traffic 

jams in the area.  I also said that residents of 

Dartford are left at the mercy of any incident 

that takes place at the Dartford Crossing. 

 

The Leader of the House responded positively, 

 

 

Oyster Card 

comes to 

Dartford Station 
  

After a long fought 

campaign, the Oyster 

card was introduced 

at Dartford station 

earlier this month. 

People travelling in 

and out of Dartford 

Station will now 

benefit from the 

convenience of 

swiping in and out 

with their pre-paid 

card. 

 

It was also confirmed 

that no fare will 

increase as a result of 

the extension and in 

fact a number of fares 

will be reduced. 

 

No one is claiming 

this is a magic wand 

which will make all 

our rail problems 

disappear but having 

Oyster will make 

travel more 

convenient from 

Dartford station.   

 

Now commuters can 

choose whether to 

continue with their 

current ticketing 

system or switch to 

Oyster if it works out 

better for them. 

 



 

stating that the Highways Agency needed to 

get their skates on to deliver a better set up 

because we could not leave both that important 

part of the M25 and the residents of Dartford in 

this position. 

 

I have since had further meetings with 

Highways England and the Roads Minister.  I 

have also arranged a round table meeting to 

include Kent County Council, Kent Police, 

Dartford Borough Council, Highways England 

and the Department of Transport to look at 

further practical ways of improving the tunnel 

approach. 

 

In addition, Highways England have agreed to 

review signage, road layout and operations at 

the crossing to help improve the flow of traffic. 

 

It was right to remove the toll booths but the 

traffic should flow better than it has been, 

particularly over the summer period when 

congestion was horrendous. Ultimately, this 

situation highlights the need for another 

Thames Crossing away from Dartford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Court Closures 
  

In Justice 

Questions on 8th 

September, I raised 

the issue of the 

potential closure of 

Dartford 

Magistrates' 

Court. I pointed out 

the importance of 

having local justice 

meted out by local 

people in a local 

courthouse. 

 

The Minister 

responded that no 

final decision had 

been taken 

regarding this 

closure and he 

recognised the 

importance of local 

justice. 
  

 

 



 

Friends of Dartford and Crayford Creek 

 

On a beautiful day in September I visited Dartford 

Creek to have a look at all the hard work carried out 

by the volunteers.  The group is dedicated to seeing 

boats back on this navigable part of Britain's Inland 

Waterways and celebrating the Darent and Cray's 

rich nautical heritage.  Anyone interested in this 

fantastic project should take a look at the Friends of 

Dartford and Crayford Creek Facebook page. 

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

Refugee Crisis in Europe 
 

David Cameron recently announced that the 

UK would take Syrian refugees direct from 

camps and from elsewhere in Turkey, Jordan 

and Lebanon.   

 

During this debate, I asked the Prime Minister 

whether he agreed that the downside of the 

Opposition's suggestion of taking refugees 

from mainland Europe was that it gave a green 

light to people smugglers and encouraged 

exploitation. The Prime Minister agreed with 

me that we had a choice of how to 

proceed.  We had taken the decision that it 
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was better to take people from the camps as 

this would not encourage people to make the 

perilous journey across the Mediterranean that 

had led to the deaths of many refugees. 

 

I also took part in the Opposition Day debate 

on the Humanitarian Crisis in the 

Mediterranean and Europe and a link to that 

debate can be found to the right. 
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Assisted Dying 

Bill 
 

This proposed 

legislation provoked 

very strong reactions 

both for and 

against.   

I had serious 

concerns about the 

Bill not least 

because of the rules 

surrounding 

the requirement for 

the dying person to 

make a witnessed 

declaration.  Whilst 

this quite rightly 

could not be a 

member of the dying 

person's family, it 

could be a 

beneficiary to their 

Will which could 

clearly lead to 

problems. 

 

Parliament voted 

overwhelmingly 

against this Bill 

becoming law. 
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