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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 
 

 

 

Dartford Crossing 

 

Last week I met with Highways England, who 

have responsibility for the new road layout at 

the Dartford Crossing. The new changes have 

been very disappointing so far and have not 

stopped huge traffic problems building up in the 

town whenever there is a problem at the 

crossing. Highways England needs to address 

this failing. I have also taken the issue up with 

the Department for Transport and will be raising 

it in the House of Commons. 

 

We cannot continue to have a situation where 

our town is gridlocked every time there is a 
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problem at the Dartford tunnels. 

 

Removing the toll booths was the right thing to 

do but it hasn't yet resolved the problems that 

Dartford suffers from being next to Britain's 

worst stretch of motorway. 

 

 

Smart ticketing in Dartford 

 

Earlier this month Southeastern announced that 

rail travellers in Kent will be able to use smart 

card ticketing early next year.  

 

Smart cards will make life much easier for 

commuters with a number of benefits, including 

easier purchase of tickets online and collection 

at stations, shorter queues at ticket offices and 

quicker entry through automatic ticket barriers.  

 

Southeastern have also targeted next month for 

the introduction of the Oyster Card at Dartford 

Station. I have campaigned long and hard for 

the introduction of the Oyster Card and it can't 

come soon enough. Southeastern must keep to 

this commitment which will improve commuting 

 

Unemployment 

in Dartford 

New figures show 

that unemployment 

has fallen again in 

Dartford. There are 

now 822 JSA 

claimants in 

Dartford which is 

just 1.5% of those 

aged 16-64 years 

old.  

 

The Government 

has made good 

progress in getting 

young people into 

work or education 

and in Dartford 

youth 

unemployment has 

fallen significantly 

since I was elected 

in 2010. 

 

There are now 185 

claimants aged 

between 18 and 24 

years old, 

compared to 610 in 

May 2010.  
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locally. 

 

There is a lot to be done to ensure we have a 

more reliable and punctual rail service. We also 

need better communications when disruptions 

occur. The extension of the Oyster Card is not 

going to be a solution to all the problems 

commuters experience but it will be a big step 

forward and a significant improvement for our 

commuter town.  

 

 

 

Pupils from Wilmington Grammar School for 

Girls on a recent visit to Parliament  

 

Outstanding Results for Dartford's 

Schools 

Many of our local schools have celebrated their 

best ever GCSE results.  

 

Dartford Science and Technology College saw 

69% of their students gaining at least 5 A* to C 

grades. Ebbsfleet Academy has achieved a 

significant improvement with 52% of pupils 

obtaining 5 A* to C grades, up from 36% last 

The Paymaster 

General, the Rt Hon 

Matthew Hancock 

MP, recently 

announced plans to 

tackle youth 

unemployment 

further. The cross-

government Earn or 

Learn Taskforce he 

chairs will create a 

'no excuses' culture 

to support youth 

employment. 

 

The measures 

include creating 

more 

apprenticeships as 

well as changes to 

benefits. There will 

also be a 3 week 

programme 

introduced to give 

young jobseekers 

skills and support to 

ensure they are 

equipped to find 

work or training 

within six months. 

Measures the 

Taskforce will 

implement, will 

include a new 'boot 

camp' to get 

claimants work-

ready within 6 

months. 

 

Young claimants 

must take a job, 

apprenticeship, 

traineeship or 

unpaid work 

experience or lose 

benefits. Under 21s 



 

year which is a tremendous result and makes it 

one of the most improved schools in the 

country. 

 

Dartford Boys and Dartford Girls Grammar 

Schools can be proud that respectively 100% 

and 99% of their students achieved 5 A* to C 

grades including Maths and English and a 

staggering two thirds of grades were A* or A.  

 

I hope that many of the students who have 

done so well will continue to study in our local 

sixth forms where students have also achieved 

excellent results this year.  

 

Leigh Academies Trust schools saw more than 

three-quarters of all A Level grades at A* to C, 

their best set of results to date. In addition, at 

Wilmington Grammar Schools’ Sixth Form, well 

over half the results were at A*, A and B 

grades. 

 

Dartford is a town with a proud educational 

history and I am delighted that these recent 

results show the area continues to offer its 

young people the very best start in life. I want 

to congratulate all the teachers, staff, parents 

and especially the students who have worked 

so hard to achieve such outstanding results.  
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will no longer 

receive housing 

support and three 

million more 

apprenticeships will 

be created by 2020. 

Changes to youth 

benefits come into 

effect in April 2017. 
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