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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

Dartford Crossing 

 

Since the Dart Charge system was 

introduced it has been woefully 

inadequate. I have had hundreds of 

people contact me who are deeply 

frustrated with the system. 

 

I have called on the Department of 

Transport to withhold payments to Sanef, 
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the company which operates Dart Charge 

and I urge them again to do so. I don’t 

want to see any tolls on the crossing let 

alone a toll system that doesn’t work 

correctly. Motorists need to be able to 

trust the system and yet that is not 

currently the case. 

 

We are expecting to see some 

improvements to traffic on the M25 at the 

Dartford Crossing once the road works 

are completed but there must be proper 

administration of the system and until that 

happens there should be financial 

penalties against Sanef.  

 

I will continue to work with the 

Department of Transport to seek 

improvements.  

 

 

Dartford Carnival with the Four By Four Bhangra 

Dancers  

 
 

Out and About 

in Dartford 

   

I opened the 

Dartford Area 

Schools' Consortiu

m Conference 

which was held at 

the David Lloyd 

Leisure Centre. 

 

Visited the new 

SEM site at The 

Bridge. SEM 

produce high-

performance 

electric motors and 

are relocating from 

Orpington to 

Dartford. 

 

Attended Stone 

Fete. 

 

Took part in the 

careers event at 

Dartford Science 

and Technology 

College. 

 

Met with staff at 



 

 

 

 

Dartford Carnival.  Above left with Gurvinder Sandher, 

the artistic director of Cohesion Plus, organisers of the 

Carnival.  Above right, the Carnival procession 

through Dartford Town Centre.  

 

 

 

Open Surgery at the Dartford Festival  

Legion d'Honneur 

   

In conjunction with events to mark the 70th 

Anniversary of the Normandy landings, the 

Government of France advised the Ministry of 

Defence that it wanted to award the Legion 

d'Honneur to all surviving veterans. 

 

Dartford JobCentre 

Plus. 

 

Visited Old 

Dartfordians 

Rugby Club. 

 

Attended Dartford 

High Street 

Carnival (photos to 

the left). 

 

Held my open 

surgery at the 

Dartford Festival 

(photo below left). 

 

Hosted pupils from 

Wilmington 

Grammar School 

for Girls who 

visited the Palace 

of Westminster 

recently (photo 

below). 

  

 

 

 

Summer Budget 

Announcements 

 



 

 

I was recently approached by the son of 

Ronald Perry who is 91 years of age.  Mr Perry 

received an application form for the Legion 

d'Honneur as he served with the 7th Battalion 

Parachute Regiment Light Infantry in 

Normandy.  He completed and returned the 

application in May 2014 but has still not 

received his medal. 

 

Mr Perry landed on D Day and took part in 

action over the next few months, helping to 

liberate French villages and towns. He returned 

to the UK from Arromanches in August 

1944. Out of 650 men who landed as part of 

his regiment, only 96 came back without being 

injured, captured or losing their life. 

 

I took part in a debate this month in the House 

of Commons to highlight this case and to ask 

the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 

Defence if he can expedite Mr Perry's 

application. 

 

A link to this debate can be found below. 

 

  

National Living Wage of 

over £9 per hour by 

2020. 

 

Tax-free Personal 

Allowance will be 

increased from £10,600 

in 2015-16 to £11,000 in 

April 2016. 

 

The government will run 

a surplus in 2019-20. 

 

The government will 

meet the NATO pledge 

to spend 2% of national 

income on defence 

every year of this 

decade. 

 

Reforming benefits, tax 

credit and social 

housing rents. 

 

Reforming dividend tax. 

 

Taking the family home 

out of Inheritance Tax. 

 

40% tax threshold 

increased from £42,385 

to £43,000. 

 

Corporation Tax will be 

cut to 19% in 2017 and 

18% in 2020. 

 

The annual investment 

allowance will be set at 



Click here to see Legion d'Honneur 
debate  

 

 

News from Westminster  

  

Listening to the people of Dartford 

 

The Government were recently planning to 

hold a vote in Parliament relating to the number 

of dogs used for flushing out foxes during a 

hunt. 

  

I had previously stated that I would vote in 

favour of repealing the hunting ban. I maintain 

that fox hunting is not the most pressing issue 

for Dartford, but I am aware that some people 

feel very passionately about it and I have been 

listening very carefully to people in Dartford 

expressing their views on this issue. 

  

Having considered all the arguments put 

its highest ever 

permanent level at 

£200,000. 

 

The Employment 

Allowance will increase 

by a further £1,000 to 

£3,000. 

 

The standard rate of 

Insurance Premium Tax 

will increase to 9.5%. 

 

Restricting tax relief for 

wealthier landlords. 

 

Ending permanent non-

dom status. 

 

Reforming the way 

banks are taxed. 

 

18. 3 million new 

apprenticeships. 

 

£30 million of funding 

for Transport for the 

North. 

 

30 hours of free 

childcare for 3 and 4 

year olds from Sept 

2017. 

 

Road tax will be 

reformed and the money 

raised spent on the road 

network. 

http://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3043b9f3-7620-4f59-a25f-a59b2290d6aa?in=11:00:00&out=11:34:01
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forward to me by Dartfordians, I concluded it 

was right to vote against these proposed 

amendments to the hunting ban and keep the 

law as it currently stands.  

  

Not long after I released my statement, the 

Government announced the vote was to be 

delayed.  This change in timing does not 

change my position and I will be voting against 

these measures when the matter returns to 

Parliament. 

  

I know some people will be disappointed by 

this decision, others will be pleased. Some will 

be cynical of the announcement and criticise 

politicians changing their position and others 

will say it is the right thing to do. 

  

However I feel that as the local Member of 

Parliament it is important to listen to what local 

people have to say and that is why I will be 

voting against the Government’s proposals 

when they arise in Parliament.  

   

 

House of Commons Debates 

 

I have taken part in several debates this month 

details of which can be found at: 

 

 

 

Student maintenance 

grants will be replaced 

with loans. 

 

Public sector pay will 

increase by 1%. 

 

Government will 

continue to clamp down 

on tax avoidance. 

 

Clamping down on 

nuisance calls from 

claims management 

companies. 

 

The amount people with 

an income of more than 

£150,000 can pay tax-

free into a pension will 

be reduced. 

 

  

 

Operation 

Stack 

 

Last week I met with 

the Home Secretary 

and the Secretary of 

State for Transport, 

along with other Kent 

MPs, to discuss the 

impact of Operation 



 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com  

 

  

 

Gareth Johnson MP 

House of Commons 

London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 0207 219 7047 

email: gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk 

 

 

Copyright © 2014, Gareth Johnson MP, All rights 

reserved. 

 

 

   

  

 

Stack on the county. 

 

There is no simple 

solution but various 

options were 

discussed as a way 

of alleviating the 

problem.  

 

The root causes of 

the delays at Dover 

are due to industrial 

action by French 

workers and attempts 

by migrants to enter 

the UK.  It is essential 

that we keep a firm 

grip on our borders 

and ensure they are 

not compromised. 
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