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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

 

Representing Dartford 
 

I am delighted to have been re-elected as the MP 

and to continue to represent the people of Dartford 

in the House of Commons with an increased majority 

of 12,345. 

 

 

SURGERY DATES 
 

By Appointment Only: 
 
Bluewater 
 

3rd July 
4th September 
2nd October 
6th November 
4th December 
  

Open Surgeries - No need 

to book 
  

18th July - Dartford 
Festival 
  

 

 

 

follow me 

 

website 

 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/gareth.johnson.735
http://www.garethjohnsonmp.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/gareth.johnson.735
http://www.garethjohnsonmp.co.uk/


 

I want to continue to be as accessible to constituents 

as I possibly can.  To this end I hold MP surgeries 

regularly where you can meet me and raise issues of 

concern.  

 

Alternatively, anyone in the constituency can contact 

me by email or letter and I will endeavour to assist 

them. 

 

I have decided to make this newsletter a monthly 

event, giving a short update of what I've been doing 

both locally and in Westminster. 

 

  

 

 

Dartford Crossing 

 

I have raised the issue of the Dartford Crossing twice 

in the House of Commons recently, in particular the 

problems with Dart Charge. 

 

The new system of charging motorists is failing to 

operate correctly leading to many motorists wrongly 

receiving fines. I have asked the Secretary of State 

to take action to ensure that people using the 

crossing are treated fairly. 

 

I have also recently had meetings with 

Highways England regarding the delays in 

completing the work at the crossing. They have 

informed me the remaining toll booths are to be 

removed imminently which should alleviate 

congestion. 

 

Links to both debates can be found below by clicking 

on the yellow boxes.  

 

 

Oyster Card 

coming to 

Dartford this 

Autumn 
  

As a direct result 

of Government 

action, 

Southeastern has 

confirmed that rail 

passengers will be 

able to use their 

Oyster Cards to 

and from Dartford 

Station from the 

Autumn. 

 

This should make 

life easier for 

thousands of 

commuters who 

choose to use it. 

  

 

Bluewater's 

Third Annual 

Learning Shop 

Awards 
 
These awards were 
held in June and 
recognised individuals, 
retailers and 
restaurants at 
Bluewater that have 
made an exceptional 
difference to others 
through their work with 
The Learning Shop. 
 



Business of the House debate 

 

Transport Questions 

 

 

Fall in Unemployment 

The latest unemployment figures for Dartford show 

that in May this year the number of people claiming 

Job Seeker's Allowance fell to 850.  The number of 

young people claiming also fell from 320 last year to 

200 this May. 

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

Unduly Lenient Sentencing Debate 

 

During the last Parliament, I tabled a Private 

Member's Bill on unduly lenient sentencing and 

persuaded the Conservative Party to tackle the 

issue in its manifesto. 

 

In order to keep up pressure on the Government to 

increase the powers for the prosecution to appeal 

unduly lenient sentences, I secured a debate in the 

House of Commons on this issue.  

 

The Learning Shop 
is Bluewater's on-site 
recruitment and training 
facility. 

  

 

 

 

 

Emma Alvis - 

Outstanding 

Achievement Award 

winner 

 

 

In the last 16 years, 
the Learning Shop 
has brokered 
employment for over 
43,000 people and 
trained over 20,000 
people. 
 
94% of Bluewater's 
retailers use the 
Learning Shop. 
 
The Learning Shop 
has reduced 
unemployment in the 
area and provided 
training and support 
for thousands of 
people over the 
years, enabling them 
to go on to 
successful careers.  
 
It is a real asset to 
Dartford. 

 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=2015-06-04c.767.0&s=speaker%3A24803
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=2015-06-11c.1319.0&s=speaker%3A24803#g1319.5


 

At present the defence can appeal against almost 

any sentence they believe is too harsh but in most 

situations the prosecution cannot appeal against 

unduly lenient sentences.  This is unfair and favours 

the criminal over the victim of crime.  My proposals 

would change that. 

 

I am pleased to report that during the debate, the 

Solicitor General, Robert Buckland MP, agreed 

there are inconsistencies and anomalies in the 

current scheme which the Government will look to 

rectify. 

  

 

 

24/7 NHS 
 

Before the General Election, the Prime Minister 

outlined his vision for a 24/7 NHS as a modern, 

efficient and sustainable NHS that provides high 

quality care for patients seven days a week and is 

there for everyone throughout their lives. 

 

At present, there is clear evidence that patients 

admitted to hospital at the weekend have a higher 

mortality rate.  This is unacceptable and must be 

changed. 

 

The Prime Minister's GP Access Fund is already 

extending opening hours across the country and by 

the end of this year 18 million patients will have 

access to a GP at evenings and weekends.  That 

access will be expanded further and action taken to 

deliver more seven day access in hospitals too.  

 

Queen's 

Speech 

Highlights 
 

Housing Association 

tenants will be given 

the same Right to 

Buy levels of 

discount. 

 

Delivering the most 

robust system on 

welfare for EU 

migrants. 

 

Extending the 

principle of 'deport 

first, appeal later' to 

immigration cases. 

 

There will be a 

clearer bar on access 

to services by illegal 

migrants. 

 

Introduction of an 

offence of illegal 

working, with 

consequences on 

earnings. 

 

Require all foreign 

offenders released on 

bail to be tagged. 

This will prevent 

absconding and 

increase the number 

of criminals deported. 

 

Strikes affecting key 

public services will be 

required to have at 

least 40% of those 

entitled to take part in 

favour of strike action. 

 

New powers to 

intervene in 'coasting' 

schools. 



 

House of Commons Debates 

 

I have taken part in several debates this 

month details of which can be found at: 

 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com 

  

 

 

 

 

Childcare Bill 
 

The Prime Minister recently announced the 

Government will double the free hours of childcare 

provided for working parents of 3 and 4-year-olds, 

from 15 hours to 30 hours a week during term time. 

 

This extra free childcare will benefit working parents 

to the tune of £5,000 per year. 
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EU Referendum to be 

held before 31 

December 2017. 

 

Reducing benefit cap 

to £23,000. 

 

Tax-free minimum 

wage for those 

working 30 hours a 

week. 

 

Five-year tax lock 

which means there 

will be no income tax, 

VAT or National 

Insurance rate rises 

in this Parliament. 

 

Increasing spending 

on our health service, 

by at least £8 billion a 

year by 2020, and 

make it a 7-day NHS. 

 

Introducing English 

votes for English 

laws. 

 

The Human Rights 
Act 
 
I have long felt we 
should radically 
change the European 
Court of Human 
Rights or withdraw 
from it.  The decisions 
it makes should not 
be binding on us.   
 
Too many terrorists 
and other criminals 
have taken 
advantage of the 
judgements of the 
Court to remain in the 
UK, when they should 
be deported.  
 
I would prefer to see 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/24803/gareth_johnson/dartford
mailto:gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk


 

a British Bill of Rights 
that concentrates not 
just on human rights 
but on human 
responsibilities too.   
 
It must be right that 
we have British 
judges determining 
British law. 

 

    

 


