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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

  

George Low 

 

George Low was 22 when he was murdered near a 

nightclub in Ayia Napa in Cyprus on 14th August 

2016.  His friend, Ben Barker, who was with him at 

the time, was also stabbed and seriously injured but 

survived this vicious and totally unprovoked attack. 

 

Earlier in September I travelled to Cyprus to seek 

answers for the family of George Low and for Ben 

Barker.  This was to try to kick-start the investigation 

into this dreadful crime which seems to have 

stalled.   
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The two suspects in the case, Sali Ahmet and 

Mehmet Akpinar, both fled to Northern Cyprus after 

the attack and were arrested there for unrelated 

offences.  Both men are now free, having been 

released without charge, despite being the main 

suspects and subject to a European Arrest Warrant 

and an Interpol Red Notice. 

 

These crimes have had a devastating impact on the 

lives of two families and their friends and the fact 

the suspects are free is only adding to their 

heartache. 

 

Whilst in Cyprus, I met with senior Ministers from 

both the north and south of the island, as well as the 

police, High Commissioner, Attorney General and 

friends of George and Ben.  I made some progress 

during my two-day visit, despite having to deal with 

a political dispute that has been going on for 45 

years. However, we are still some way off reaching 

a solution. 

  

For the family of George Low, the last two years 

have been a living nightmare. They lost their son in 

the prime of his life to an unprovoked, vicious 

attack, but in addition to this they have had to 

witness the men, who are believed to have carried 

out this murder, walk away scot-free. They remain 

devastated by their loss. 

  

I am convinced the solution lies in Cyprus and I will 

continue in my quest for answers until justice has 

prevailed. I will not be content until the people who 

murdered George and tried to kill Ben are behind 

bars. 

   

 

 

 

 

Website  
 

 

   

 

 

The Bird in 

Hand Pub 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, large or 

small and this 

month's is The Bird 

in Hand Public 

House in Dartford. 

 

The Bird in Hand can 

be found at 242-244 

Dartford Road and 

Adam Joy is the 

publican there.  This 

traditional pub is dog 

and child friendly 

and has live music 

most weekends.  It 

has a pretty rear 

garden where 

customers can play 

bat and trap.  Real 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/28H2C1WJ8Fkv1QLFGqwq9?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/28H2C1WJ8Fkv1QLFGqwq9?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk


 

  

Bluewater Jobs Fayre 

 

Bluewater held its seventh annual Jobs Fayre this 

month, which I went along to. This two-day event, 

which is hosted by Bluewater and the Learning 

Shop, saw in the region of 2,000 jobs available 

across leisure, hospitality and retail.  More than 70 

employers took part in the event and offered jobs 

from sales assistants and waiters, to positions in 

management.   

 

The Jobs Fayre is a fantastic event and many of the 

employers told me how much easier it makes the 

recruitment process to be able to speak to 

applicants in a more relaxed environment.  They 

were also very impressed with the calibre of 

employees they had previously recruited through 

the Jobs Fayre. 

 

The Learning Shop, which is a partnership between 

Bluewater, North Kent College and the Department 

for Work and Pensions, has been operating for 19 

years. Since its inception, it has trained over 22,000 

people and has helped more than 50,000 people 

find employment.  The Learning Shop and its staff 

are a great asset to our community and it continues 

to have a very positive impact on employment in 

Dartford. 

ale and cider are on 

offer, with a twice 

yearly beer festival 

too. 

 

You may have seen 

Adam in the national 

and local press as in 

November 2017 he 

weighed 26 stone, 4 

pounds.  He admits 

he was drinking too 

much and eating 

junk food late at 

night at the end of 

his shift.  Adam was 

prompted to join a 

local slimming group 

after he took his son 

to Twickenham and 

had to stop half way 

to their seats as he 

was so out of 

breath.  He has lost 

an amazing 11 

stone, 7 pounds in 

weight. 

 

Adam says he has 

lost the weight by 

making healthy 

lifestyle choices, 

including homemade 

curries and healthy 

fry-ups.  He has 

even introduced 

'syn-free' curry 

nights each 



 

 

Bluewater is one of the largest employment sites in 

Dartford with more than 7,500 people working there, 

with an additional 2,500 people employed over the 

Christmas period.  As it enters its 20th year in 2019, 

it continues to thrive. An expansion of the shopping 

centre is currently underway to accommodate the 

new Primark store which will be located next to 

House of Fraser.  

 

 

Local Traffic 

 

Congestion at the Dartford Crossing has been 

particularly bad over the last month and has caused 

gridlock across Dartford on several occasions.   

 

The tunnels were designed for 140,000 vehicles a 

day but with 160,000 using it daily, traffic problems 

are almost inevitable. 

 

Ultimately, the only solution will come when the 

Lower Thames Crossing is built. 

 

Wednesday at his 

pub which have 

become really 

popular. 

 

If you would like to 

find out more about 

the Bird in Hand, 

check out its 

Facebook page by 

clicking on the link 

below. 

 

The Bird in Hand  
 

 

 

  

Hyper acute 

stroke unit 

 

Following a 

consultation that 

took place earlier 

this year and an 

evaluation workshop, 

the NHS in Kent and 

Medway has 

identified a preferred 

option for the 

configuration of 

urgent stroke 

services. The 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EI_cC2xK5CRnvD0hBy7uD?domain=facebook.com


 

This new crossing should have been commissioned 

15-20 years ago but the fairly recent decision to 

build it east of Gravesend means we are playing 

catch-up and trying to mitigate the problems until it 

is completed. 

 

Part of this process is currently underway at 

Junction 2 where work is being carried out by 

Highways England to widen both the roundabout 

and the slip road to enter the junction from the 

London-bound A2.  It will also use the traffic lights to 

reduce the benefits of using the slip road as a rat-

run to the Bluestar Roundabout (Junction 1b), which 

simply adds to the congestion there.  These works 

will reach their height early next year and be 

completed in July. 

 

At Junction 1a the work that will enable the traffic 

lights to properly synchronise, should be completed 

next month.   

 

There is no simple solution to Dartford's traffic 

problems until the new crossing is built but 

Highways England is tackling the issue in various 

ways to protect the town from Britain's worst stretch 

of road.  Some of the worst congestion in Dartford 

can come from the Bluestar Roundabout which is 

often blocked by traffic trying to access the 

tunnels.  This stops people getting across the 

roundabout and brings Princes Road and the 

surrounding area to a standstill.  

 

Policing the box junctions by camera enforcement 

would help to reduce congestion in this area and is 

an issue I am often contacted about.  It has been a 

surprisingly difficult and frustrating measure to 

implement.  Neither Highways England, or Kent 

preferred option is to 

have a hyper acute 

stroke unit, 

alongside an acute 

stroke unit, at Darent 

Valley Hospital, 

Maidstone Hospital 

and William Harvey 

Hospital. 

 

These type of units 

have been shown in 

other parts of the 

country to improve 

outcomes for stroke 

sufferers.  The new 

units will mean 

people get the best 

possible care in the 

critical first few hours 

and days 

immediately after a 

stroke, saving lives 

and reducing 

disability.  This is 

particularly important 

for people whose 

stroke is caused by a 

blood clot as they 

need to have clot-

busting treatment 

within two hours of 

calling 

999.  Currently only 

half of people in Kent 

and Medway who 

need this treatment, 

get it within two 



 

County Council have powers to enforce the box 

junctions.  It has now though finally been agreed 

that Kent Police can do so by using equipment 

provided by Highways England.  I am optimistic 

these cameras will be installed which will reduce 

congestion at the Bluestar Roundabout. 

 

 

Home-Start 

 

I was delighted to join Home-Start North West Kent 

at their AGM again this year. 

 

Home-Start is a family support charity that helps 

families who are struggling to cope, through a 

network of volunteers and support groups.  Any 

family with at least one pre-school child can be 

referred for a variety of reasons.  Typical reasons 

families may need support include loneliness, new 

to the area, child with special need, children's 

behavioural problems, lone parent and many other 

reasons.  Referrals can be made by any agency 

with the parents' permission or parents can self-

refer. 

 

 

hours.  This is partly 

because specialist 

staff are spread 

across too many 

sites. 

 

I am delighted that 

Darent Valley 

Hospital has been 

identified as the 

preferred option for 

the configuration of 

future urgent stroke 

services in Kent and 

Medway.  Having 

this service in 

Dartford will be 

hugely beneficial to 

our residents and I 

hope this option is 

confirmed when the 

final decision is 

made at the end of 

the year. 

   

 

  

 

Uniformed 

Youth Fund 

 

It has recently been 

announced that 



 

Home-Start volunteers provide non-judgemental, 

practical and emotional support and help build the 

family's confidence and ability to cope.  Home-Start 

also offers families group support where parents 

and children build confidence and social networks, 

sometimes whilst waiting for volunteer 

support.  There are also 'focus groups' for example 

multiple birth 'Twice the Fun' and 'Little Buddies' 

special needs support group. 

 

Many parents who have received support from 

Home-Start then go on to become volunteers for the 

organisation.  All Home-Start volunteers are 

interviewed individually by staff, provide references, 

are CRB checked and attend a 40-hour preparation 

course.  Following this, they are carefully matched 

with a local family to home visit weekly for a couple 

of hours.  The volunteers have regular supervision 

support meetings and training sessions throughout 

the year. 

 

If you would like to find out more about Home-Start, 

you can click on the link below.   

 

Home-Start  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

there will be a £5m 

fund to provide an 

additional 5,500 

spaces in uniformed 

youth groups such 

as sea cadets, 

scouts, guides and 

faith-based 

organisations to help 

reduce waiting lists. 

 

We have many of 

these organisations 

in Dartford and they 

play a key role in so 

many childhoods, 

creating lasting 

friendships and 

teaching important 

skills like teamwork 

and resilience.     

This fund ensures 

that even more 

children have access 

to these important 

groups.  

 

 

Parental 

Bereavement 

Leave 

 

A new workplace 

right to paid leave for 

bereaved parents 

was enshrined in law 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/7TrSCZY7JtDOEWXUzpgFV?domain=homestartnwkent.org.uk


 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this month as the 

Parental Leave and 

Pay Bill. 

 

It will give all 

employed parents 

the right to two 

weeks leave if they 

have lost a child 

under the age of 18 

or suffer a stillbirth 

from 24 weeks of 

pregnancy.  It is 

expected to come 

into force in 2020.  

 

 

Stop and 

Search 

 

The Government has 

launched a 

consultation on 

extending stop and 

search powers for 

corrosive 

substances.  At 

present, the police 

can stop and search 

a person they 

suspect of being in 

possession of a 

corrosive substance 

with "intent of 

causing injury".  It is 

proposed that these 



 

Dog Theft Petition presentation to 10 

Downing Street 

 

On 11th September, I joined those involved with 

campaigning on the issue of pet theft in presenting 

their petition to 10 Downing Street.  The petition 

called for the reclassification of the theft of a pet to a 

specific crime in its own right, review of the 

sentencing guidelines for theft offences so that 

monetary value is irrelevant and ensuring police 

forces are given the appropriate guidance and 

training to record and investigate cases.  The 

petition reached 107,353 signatures, prompting a 

debate in Parliament on 2nd July 2018. 

 

This is an important issue on which I will continue to 

campaign.  
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powers should be 

extended to give 

police the power to 

search anyone they 

suspect of carrying a 

corrosive substance 

in a public place. 

 

The consultation is 

open until 22nd 

October and if you 

wish to participate, 

you can click on the 

link below.  

 

 

Stop and Search  
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