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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

  

Unsolved murder of George Low 

 

It is now over two years since the murder of George 

Low and attempted murder of Ben Barker, both from 

Dartford.  Since that time, I have liaised with the 

families of both men and the Foreign Office, to 

endeavour to bring those responsible to justice.   

 

George was 22 when he was killed near a nightclub 

in Ayia Napa in Cyprus on 14th August 2016.  He 

was with his friend, Ben Barker, who was also 

stabbed and seriously injured, but survived this 

vicious and totally unprovoked attack.  George and 

Ben were in the wrong place at the wrong time and 

they did nothing wrong. 

 

Since that time, no one has been charged with 
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George's murder or for the attack on Ben. 

 

The two main suspects in the case, Sali Ahmet and 

Mehmet Akipinar, both fled to Northern Cyprus after 

the attack.  Despite being arrested on unrelated 

charges, neither one was charged in relation to this 

attack.  The men did serve some time in prison for 

trespassing on military land, but both were released 

after this sentence and are currently free.  It is 

thought they both left Cyprus but at least one of 

them returned and was again arrested on unrelated 

matters. 

 

The murder of George and attempted murder of 

Ben has been devastating for both the Low and 

Barker families.  The situation has been made even 

worse by the fact no charges have ever been 

brought despite both suspects having been held in 

custody. 

 

Since the attack, I have raised the case with the 

Prime Minister and met with Foreign Office officials 

and the Foreign Secretary on numerous occasions 

to urge them to do everything they can to bring 

those responsible to justice.  Unfortunately, 

because of the complicated political situation in 

Cyprus, the suspects have been able to evade 

justice. 

 

A Dartfordian has been murdered in Cyprus and the 

perpetrators are still free.  This is something none of 

us can accept. 

 

Two years on, both families continue to fight for 

justice despite the frustrating legal process.  The 

fact there have been no convictions for these crimes 

is only adding to their pain. 

 

I cannot let this matter rest, so I will continue to do 

everything I can in the hope we will see those 

responsible for these horrific crimes brought to 

justice. 

 

Bowden PR 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, large or 

small and this 

month's is Bowden 

PR. 

 

With over twenty 

years' experience in 

PR, marketing and 

events, local resident 

Christina Bowden, 

recognised that 

many businesses 

wanted PR support 

but couldn't justify 

being tied into a 

long-term contract 

and in 2017 she 

decided that this was 

where she could 

help and Bowden PR 

was founded. 

 

Based in Dartford, 

Bowden PR is 

working with clients 

across corporate, 

charity, consumer 

and lifestyle 

businesses.  Her mix 

of clients includes 

Kent-based 

businesses and 



 

  

Visit to Darent Valley Hospital 

 

I have visited Darent Valley Hospital regularly since 

being elected as MP in 2010 and I took the 

opportunity to visit again recently. 

 

Like other hospitals across Kent, its A&E 

Department has had a busy time this summer 

following a rise in the number of admissions for 

dehydration and respiratory problems. 

 

Planning for the winter has already begun and I was 

able to see the way in which new technology is 

being used to help staff care for patients and reduce 

delay. 

 

Darent Valley Hospital has a well-established 

'Hospital at Home' team, which allows people to be 

treated in their own homes for conditions which 

previously would have required a hospital 

stay.  This service already saves the Trust on 

average 257 bed days per month.  New advances in 

technology mean that from 1st October a new 

system will be trialled which allows a greater range 

of antibiotics to be administered in a patient's 

home.  A&E is also now able to use a computer-

based drug storage system, ensuring the correct 

drugs are dispensed quickly to patients. 

 

A new scoring system is also in place across the 

Trust, to help identify cases of sepsis.  This 

condition is a rare but serious complication of an 

entrepreneurs, as 

well as high profile 

national charities 

including Medical 

Detection Dogs and 

The Taxi 

Charity.  Christina 

doesn't only 

specialise in PR, her 

clients can also turn 

to her for event 

management, 

marketing, social 

media strategy, 

copywriting and 

proof reading 

support. 

 

When asked how PR 

works, Christina 

says "It's not paid for 

advertising, but 

about giving a great 

story to the right 

print, broadcast or 

online media, 

experts and 

influencers to ensure 

that the client's 

brand is placed in 

the right media, at 

the right time, to 

meet the right 

audience.  The story 

might be about your 

product, your 

business, your 

results, your growth 

plans or about the 

amazing people who 

work or volunteer for 

you." 

 

If you would like to 



 

infection which can lead to multiple organ 

failure.  There are currently more than 44,000 

deaths per year in the UK from sepsis and it was 

encouraging to see the commitment across the 

hospital in identifying and treating sepsis. 

 

In addition to A&E, I was able to visit The Pine 

Therapy Unit, Walnut and Willow wards.  The Pine 

Therapy Unit, the specialist chemotherapy unit, is 

able to treat around 30 patients a day and the 

professional and caring attitude of the staff was 

evident.  On Walnut ward, the special-care baby 

unit, I was able to see the way in which new 

technology is being used to help parents who 

cannot be at the hospital, monitor the progress of 

their baby and at Willow ward, I met the specialist 

staff who help young patients prepare for surgery. 

 

There is no doubt that our NHS faces many 

challenges, but it is clear the staff at Darent Valley 

Hospital remain committed to providing the very 

best patient care. 

 

Cherry Orchard Primary Academy 

 

Ten months after it first opened, I was delighted to 

visit Cherry Orchard Primary Academy in 

Ebbsfleet.  The school, which is part of the Leigh 

Academies Trust, will have children in Years 1, 2 

and 3 in September and in future will have a two- 

form entry of up to 60 pupils a year up to age 11.   

 

Cherry Orchard also has a nursery on site and 

special provision for pupils with speech and 

language difficulties. 

 

I was delighted to meet the Principal, Julie Forsythe, 

together with the staff and children at this fantastic 

new addition to Dartford's educational facilities. 

 

 

find out more about 

Bowden PR, please 

click on the link 

below. 

Bowden PR  

 

 

Sevenoaks 

District Draft 

Local Plan 

Consultation 

 

Hartley residents 

may be aware of the 

consultation on the 

Sevenoaks District 

Council Draft Local 

Plan, which closes 

on 10th September. 

 

I have been 

contacted by many 

residents in Hartley 

with grave concerns 

about the proposals 

to build on green belt 

land at Corinthians 

and Banckside and I 

have lodged my 

formal objection to 

these proposals with 

Sevenoaks District 

Council.   

 

A link to the 

consultation can be 

found 

http://www.bowdenpr.co.uk/


 

  

Dartford Festival 

 

On a weekend in July, people came from far and 

wide to Dartford to enjoy the town's annual festival.   

 

This event is one of the highlights of the year in 

Dartford and the hot summer weather helped to 

make this year's festival another huge success. 

 

The first day of the festival kicked off on Saturday 

14th July just before noon with Central Park packed 

with stalls, stages for the community and musical 

acts and a large fairground. 

 

As well as being able to visit the stalls, people were 

able to enjoy the free music and enjoy the carnival 

atmosphere. 

 

This year Boyzlife and Midge Ure headlined the 

main stage, whilst young talent from throughout the 

area, performed on the community stage. 

 

Like other years, I had a stall at the festival giving 

people the chance to come and have a chat and 

discuss any issues that concern them.   

 

below.  This lists the 

potential 

development sites 

and shows them on 

an interactive 

map.  Any comments 

on these proposals 

can be submitted as 

well. 

Sevenoaks 
District Council 
Draft Local Plan 

Consultation 

 

  

 

Suffragette 

Exhibition 

 

This summer and 

through to the 

autumn, there is a 

very interesting 

exhibition in 

Westminster Hall in 

the Palace of 

Westminster. 

 

Entitled 'Voice and 

Vote: Women's 

Place in Parliament', 

the exhibition 

celebrates the 

centenary of women 

getting the vote.  It 

shows where women 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20069128/new_local_plan/389/draft_local_plan_consultation/2
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20069128/new_local_plan/389/draft_local_plan_consultation/2
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This year's festival was great and showcases the 

best of our community. 

 

 

Church Leaders visit to Westminster 

 

I was delighted to welcome many church leaders 

from all over the constituency to Westminster in 

July. 

 

We were able to discuss issues affecting 

Dartfordians and talk about the role between the 

Church and Parliament. 

 

Unlike some areas, congregations in Dartford are 

growing in size and we have seen a number of new 

churches opening in the local area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

had to hide to see 

the debates in 

Parliament and has 

rare and unseen 

historic objects as 

well as pictures from 

the Parliamentary 

archives and other 

museums around the 

country. 

 

As well as the 

exhibits, visitors will 

get an idea about 

some areas of 

Parliament they may 

never have heard of, 

including The Cage 

and The Ventilator. 

 

The Ventilator was a 

loft space above the 

House of Commons 

Chamber and was 

where women 

watched and listened 

to Parliamentary 

debates 200 years 

ago because they 

were banned from 

the public galleries. 

 

One hundred years 

ago women got the 

vote and today there 

are 208 elected 

female MPs, 

including our Prime 

Minister. 

 

The exhibit runs until 

the beginning of 

October and is 

free.  If you would 



 

News from Westminster 
 

 

 

 

Ministry of Justice debate 

 

On 2nd July, I took part in an estimates day debate 

on the Ministry of Justice.  The House of Commons 

sets aside three 'estimates days' each year on 

which to consider the estimates of public spending 

by government departments.  

 

During the debate, I spoke about probation 

assistance for short-term offenders or prisoners, 

expanding the scope of the Unduly Lenient 

Sentence Scheme and the imposition of a life 

sentence for death by dangerous driving.  A link to 

this debate can be found below. 

 

Ministry of Justice debate 

 

Treasury Questions 

 

The recent increase in house building in Dartford is 

 

like to visit and 

perhaps incorporate 

it with a tour of the 

Houses of 

Parliament, please 

contact my office for 

more details. 

  

  

Pet Theft 

debated in 

Parliament 

 

I was delighted to 

take part in the 

debate about pet 

theft which came 

about after a petition, 

launched by the 

Stolen and Missing 

Pets Alliance 

(SAMPA), called for 

pet theft to be 

classified as a crime 

in its own right.   

 

I highlighted how 

there is complete 

disparity in the way 

different police 

forces deal with the 

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=2018-07-02a.76.0&s=speaker%3A24803#g79.0


 

good news for those wanting to buy a new home but 

it places extra strain on our schools, medical 

services and roads.  To highlight this issue, I asked 

the Exchequer Secretary the following question: 

 

"Dartford has seen over 1,000 new homes built in 

and around the town during the past 12 months, 

which is more than anywhere in Kent and one of the 

highest figures in the country.  Does the Minister 

agree that investment in infrastructure needs to 

complement those new homes, not wait for several 

years?" 

 

The Minister's response was as follows: 

 

"My hon Friend is absolutely right.  That is why we 

have created the £4 billion housing infrastructure 

fund - it is exactly to deal with this problem - and a 

£600 billion pipeline of new infrastructure 

projects.  He and I have already met to discuss the 

issues in his constituency." 

 

 

Royal Air Force's 100th Birthday 

 

theft of a pet and 

record it, leaving us 

not really knowing 

the true scale of this 

despicable 

crime.  Those police 

forces that are trying 

to get to grips with 

this growing crime 

are then hampered 

in their effectiveness 

by the fact that 

courts are forced to 

sentence offenders 

in a similar way to 

people who have 

stolen objects, such 

as televisions, 

mobile phones and 

laptops.  This cannot 

be right and fails to 

recognise that dogs 

are part of the family 

and not inanimate 

objects. 

 

If you would like to 

read the full debate, 

please click on the 

link below. 

  

 

Pet Theft debate 

 

Organ Donation 

 

The Government has 

announced proposed 

changes to the organ 

donation system in 

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/whall/?id=2018-07-02a.1.0&s=speaker%3A24803#g7.0


 

 

Towards the middle of July, celebrations for the 

Royal Air Force's 100th birthday reached a pinnacle 

when up to 100 aircraft took part in a fly-past in 

London. 

 

This amazing spectacle in the skies included a day 

of commemorations with a parade of 1000 

servicemen and women down The Mall and a 

service at Westminster Abbey. 

 

Thousands of people, including The Queen and 

members of the Royal Family, watched the aircraft, 

which represented different eras over the last 

century, take part in the historic fly-past over 

Buckingham Palace. 

 

Watching the planes from different eras fly over 

central London was a really moving tribute to our 

RAF.  Seeing a Lancaster Bomber and spitfire flying 

in an aerial parade with the Red Arrows and 

Tornados is a very rare and remarkable site. 

 

I pay tribute to all those people who have given their 

lives to the service and to those who continue to 

serve in the RAF today. 
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England in order to 

tackle a shortage in 

donors. 

 

The changes, which 

will be considered in 

Parliament in the 

Autumn, mean 

everyone will be 

considered as an 

organ donor unless 

they 'opt out' or they 

are in one of the 

groups excluded 

from the new plans. 

 

This announcement 

follows a 

Government 

consultation which 

attracted more than 

17,000 responses. 

 

The new rules are 

due to be 

implemented in 2020 

and will follow a 

year-long transition 

period to inform the 

public and allow 

them to discuss their 

organ donation 

preferences. 

 

Excluded groups 

include children 

under 18, individuals 

who lack the mental 

capacity to 

understand the 

changes and people 

who have not lived in 

England for at least 

mailto:gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk


 

12 months before 

their death. 

 

Those who don't 

want to donate can 

record their decision 

on the NHS Organ 

Donor Register. 

 

    

 


