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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 UK Mail 

 

I often get invited to visit businesses in the 

constituency and recently I was invited to visit UK 

Mail at Edison Park in Dartford.  UK Mail is part of 

Deutsche Post DHL Group and whilst there, I was 

able to tour operations and discuss the 

company's recent growth and contribution to the 

local community. 

 

There are over 80 people working on the 

40,500 sq ft site, handling up to 15,000 parcels a 

day. 

  

SURGERY DATES 

 

By Appointment Only: 

 

Bluewater 

 

20th July - FULL 

 

14th September 

 

19th October 

 

16th November 

 

14th December 

 

Open Surgery 

 

14th July - Dartford 

Festival (all day) 

  



 

 

I was pleased to see first-hand the services UK 

Mail provide and the investment in local jobs, 

particularly the recruitment from the 

Government's work placement scheme for those 

on Jobseeker's Allowance.  

 

Internet shopping is now so popular I'm sure most 

of you will have received a parcel delivered by UK 

Mail and value the flexibility and quick, reliable 

service.  It is also clear that a number of 

companies rely on the services that UK Mail 

provide to enable them to grow their business in 

the UK and internationally. 

 

It was great to meet the staff and find out about 

the voluntary work that many of them are involved 

in locally with Age UK.  

 

 

  

Armed Forces Day 

 

Armed Forces Day was held at the end of June, 

with over 300 events held all over the country.  It 

was a chance to show support for the men and 

women who make up the armed forces 

community from currently serving troops to 

service families, veterans and cadets. 

  

 

 

 

Website  
 

 

   

 

The Orchard 

Theatre 

 

We are fortunate in 

Dartford to have a 

thriving and vibrant 

theatre.  The Orchard 

was built by Dartford 

Borough Council and 

opened by HRH The 

Duke of Kent in 

1983.  The 956-seater 

theatre hosts a range of 

entertainment including 

leading West End 

musicals, top 

comedians, bands, 

dramas, dance, classical 

music and opera, as well 

as the annual 

pantomime. 

 

Some of the events 

coming up in the near 

future include, Dinosaur 

World Live, from 30th 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FRGACVA3BFgmy8lhkFKpT?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FRGACVA3BFgmy8lhkFKpT?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk


 

 

I was delighted to attend the Armed Forces Day 

at Greenhithe Royal British Legion which was 

well supported again this year.   

 

Below is Dartford Mayor, David Mote, gamely 

taking part and raising money!  

 

  

 

 

  

DEFRA Consultation on Marine 

Conservation Zones - Swanscombe 

 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs has launched a consultation on the 

designation of 41 new Marine Conservation Zones 

across England. 

 

These are areas of sea set up to protect particular 

July to 1st August, 

Cannon and Ball on 2nd 

August, Sam Bailey 

(former winner of X 

Factor) on 30th 

August.  Psychic Sally 

Morgan will be at The 

Orchard on 31st 

October, or if comedy is 

more your thing, how 

about Dracula: The 

bloody Truth on 27th 

September?  Eighty-six 

year old, Des O'Connor, 

partners up with Jimmy 

Tarbuck at the Orchard 

on 3rd November and 

on 16th September, 

popular singer and star 

of Cruising with Jane 

McDonald, will be on 

stage. 

 

Alternatively, why not 

take part in a Tea and 

Tour package where you 

can explore the 

backstage secrets of 

show business, followed 

by afternoon tea. 

 

If you want to get a little 

more involved with The 

Orchard, the theatre 

offers Theatre Fun Days, 

Open House, Family 

Day, The Orchard 

Theatre Choir, Singing 

Workshops, Summer 

Youth Project and 



 

seascapes, habitats and species and operate a bit 

like a nature reserve. 

 

One area proposed to be included is a small inshore 

site in the Thames estuary bordering Swanscombe 

as the seabed here supports tentacled lagoon 

worms which are scarce throughout the UK.  These 

worms live in tubes made of mud and the inter-tidal 

mud provides a highly productive ecosystem and 

important feeding ground for wading and migratory 

birds. 

 

The consultation closes on 20th July and a link can 

be found below.  

 

Marine Conservation Zones Consultation  
 

 

 

Wilmington litter pick 

 

I joined a group of residents, together with local 

councillors at a litter pick on a glorious sunny 

Saturday morning in Wilmington. 

 

Both local and central government have a role to 

play in tackling litter, but every individual should 

play their part too by avoiding littering.  There are 

several litter picking groups around Dartford and I 

pay tribute to their hard work.  

 

Young Writers.  You can 

even volunteer as an 

usher. 

 

A link to this fantastic 

local facility can be 

found below.  

 

 

The Orchard Theatre  
 

 

 

Vidafresh 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local business, 

large or small and this 

month's is Vidafresh. 

 

Vidafresh has its head 

office at Crossways 

Boulevard in Dartford 

and was established in 

2010.  

 

The company sources a 

wide range of fruit, 

vegetables and salad 

products from all over 

the world, including 

pineapples from Costa 

Rica, Ecuador and 

Panama.  It is also the 

UK's largest melon 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/upJlCNL3qijJ3pNCmSqHS?domain=consult.defra.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/9sNxCWL3DiDZq8jh1o51e?domain=orchardtheatre.co.uk


 

 

During the litter pick, I met George Jones, a 

young resident of Wilmington who regularly clears 

up litter around the village. 

 

  

  

 

importer, sourcing from 

Central and South 

America and several 

European countries 

including Spain and 

Italy.  

 

Vidafresh works directly 

and forms close working 

relationships with 

established growers to 

offer a range of fresh 

products which also 

includes organic 

produce. 

 

The company offers full 

traceability of its 

produce, ensuring a safe 

and ethical supply. 

 

In 2015 Vidafresh was 

recognised as one of the 

London Stock Exchange 

Top 1000 companies to 

inspire Britain, an 

accolade they have 

again been given this 

year.  The company has 

also won a 

'MegaGrowth' award 

twice for being one of 

the '50 Fastest Growing 

Businesses in Kent'. 

 

Congratulations to 

Vidafresh on being one 

of the most dynamic and 

fastest growing Small 

and Medium 

Enterprises.   



 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resignations 

 

Two resignations from the Cabinet recently have 

dominated the political scene in Westminster.  Boris 

Johnson and my boss, David Davis, both resigned 

over the Government's policy regarding Brexit.  

 

My view over Brexit has not changed.  I feel strongly 

that we need to leave the Single Market, Customs 

Union and be free to negotiate trade deals around 

the world.  

 

The announcement from the Cabinet meeting at 

Chequers is contained in the three page document 

below for you to judge as you wish.  

 

 

Statement from Chequers  
 

 

 

 

If you would like to find 

out more information 

about Vidafresh, please 

click on the link below. 

 

Vidafresh  
 

 

  

 

Pet Theft debated 

in Parliament 

 

I am delighted the issue 

of dog theft was 

recently debated in 

Parliament, after a 

petition to the 

Government passed 

the 100,000 signatures 

needed to secure a 

debate.   

 

The petition, launched 

by the Stolen and 

Missing Pets Alliance 

(SAMPA), calls for pet 

theft to be classified as 

a crime in its own 

right.  This petition 

highlights the strength 

of feeling on this 

issue.  Dog theft is a 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/zbmJCOM3rcvlxkAtvybwP?domain=assets.publishing.service.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/e8NtCXL8EiOjKZnFMfvqj?domain=vidafresh.co.uk


 

Upskirting 

 

Legislation to make upskirting illegal is currently 

going through the Committee Stage in the House of 

Commons. 

 

The decision to introduce the legislation came after 

a Government-supported Private Members' Bill was 

objected to and effectively killed, by just one MP 

who opposed the legislation.  There was outrage 

from all sides that a single MP can object to a cross-

party supported Private Members' Bill, stopping it 

from passing a vote and ending months of hard 

work.  The absurdity is, that as MPs, we have to 

give notice if we want to amend a bill, but not if we 

want to stop it. 

 

Unfortunately, this is a common problem with 

Private Members' Bills.  In fact, my own bill, The 

Awards for Valour (Protection) Bill, aimed at 

preventing 'Walter Mitty' types from wearing medals 

they have not been awarded, was stopped in a 

similar way, despite Government and cross-party 

support.  This practice is wrong as the success of a 

bill should be determined on its merits and not on 

the viewpoint of just one MP and this system needs 

to be improved. 

 

There are laws that currently prevent outraging 

public decency or causing harassment which can 

cover the practice of upskirting, but they do not 

adequately prevent it so I am fully in favour of the 

proposal to specifically outlaw it. 

 

I am pleased the Government has introduced a 

bill which will outlaw upskirting.  It illustrates the 

strong sense of feeling against this activity and the 

widespread support from everyone to see it 

outlawed.    

 

 

nasty crime which 

causes misery and pain 

to both the animals and 

their owners.  Around 

60 dogs are stolen in 

England and Wales 

every week and many 

are never recovered 

and returned to their 

owners. 

 

The petition states that 

'pet theft is currently 

seen as no different to 

the theft of an 

inanimate object - 

despite pets being 

sentient beings.  The 

theft of pets is generally 

categorised as robbery 

or burglary, but leads to 

minimal 

sentences.  Enforceme

nt of existing laws does 

not currently act as a 

deterrent or fit the 

crime itself.' 

 

Thousands of people 

are rightly appalled by 

this crime and this 

debate gave MPs the 

opportunity to highlight 

the issue and allow the 

Government to respond 

to this petition.  We 

should not allow dogs 

to be treated as if they 

are basic 

property.  Most dog 



 

 

F35B Lightning Jets arrive in Norfolk 

 

Four F35 stealth fighter jets are the latest addition 

to Britain's defences and landed at RAF Marham 

in Norfolk last month.  They were previously in 

the US for training and testing and made the 

3,000 mile journey across the Atlantic with 

assistance from an RAF Voyager providing air-to-

air refuelling.  They were flown by British pilots in 

the newly reformed 617 squadron which carried 

out the famous Dambusters raid in World War II. 

 

These supersonic stealth fighter jets have been 

described as the most advanced jets in British 

history and five more will be following at the 

beginning of August.   

 

The jets have low observable technology or 

stealth which enables them to operate undetected 

in hostile airspace.  They are a short take off, 

vertical landing jet and can operate from the new 

Queen Elizabeth class of aircraft carriers.   

 

RAF Marham has received investment of around 

£550 m to prepare the base to house the new 

jets, including an upgrade in facilities, resurfaced 

runways and the addition of new landing pads to 

accommodate the jets ability to land vertically.  

 

 

owners see their dog 

as a member of their 

family and so we need 

deterrent sentences 

imposed on the people 

who steal them. 

   

 

 

Loneliness 

Strategy 

 

The Government has 

launched a Call for 

Evidence on its 

approach to a 

Loneliness Strategy.  

 

It will be the first step in 

tackling the long term 

challenge of loneliness 

and should focus on 

what the Government 

can do to reduce the risk 

of people feeling lonely 

most or all of the time. 

 

Organisations with 

expertise and 

experience in tackling 

loneliness are invited to 

participate by providing 

their views on the 

strategy framework 

being developed.   

 

 



 

Home Office Questions 

 

I asked the newly appointed Home Secretary, Sajid 

Javid about knife crime in the recent Home Office 

Questions and a link to this can be found below.  

 

 

Home Office Questions  
 

 

 

 

Heathrow expansion 

 

Last month, the Government announced its 

decision to support a new runway at 

Heathrow.  This will be the first full length runway 

in the South-East since the Second World War 

and will send a very clear message that this 

country is open for business. 

 

Forecasts show that by the mid-2030s, all five of 

London's major airports will be at full 

capacity.  Expanding Heathrow will not only 

improve connectivity in the UK itself, but will also 

better connect the UK to long haul destinations in 

growing world markets, boosting trade and 

creating jobs.  The new runway will be privately 

funded and the expansion will create tens of 

thousands of local jobs. 

 

 

A link to the online 

survey can be found 

below.  

 

 

Loneliness Strategy  
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Above is some footage I took of the beautiful 

House of Commons' Library.  It's a bit shaky but 

interesting to view.  Click on the image to play the 

video. 
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