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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

Meeting with Jo Johnson after the Crossrail 

debate  

 

Crossrail 

 

In a recent debate I secured in the House of 

Commons, I called on the Government to finish 
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the job of Crossrail and link its last station of 

Abbey Wood, to HS1 in Ebbsfleet. 

 

During the debate, I stated that the route through 

Dartford into Ebbsfleet was the original plan for 

Crossrail so in effect I am asking for the job to be 

finished and for the line to be completed in 

accordance with the original plan. 

 

Crossrail is a marvellous piece of engineering 

that stretches from Heathrow to Abbey Wood 

and connects London from West to East and 

vice versa.  Ebbsfleet plays host to another 

wonderful technological achievement with High 

Speed 1, which connects London to Paris, 

Brussels and Amsterdam.  It is the fastest rail 

service in the UK and it is key to us pursuing the 

Government's aim of a deep and special 

relationship with the European Union after 

Brexit.  It is therefore absurd that those two great 

engineering achievements are separated by ten 

miles, a gap that could be closed if we were to 

connect the two lines as previously 

envisaged.  These ten miles could lead to the 

transformation of the area and boost the 

economy in a way that would far outweigh any 

implementation costs. 

 

There is huge potential for economic growth east 

of London but the lack of connectivity holds back 

existing opportunities.  There is also a clear 

demand for more capacity on rail services in 

North Kent, with the number of people using 

Dartford station rising by a third in the last ten 

years and the numbers using Ebbsfleet doubling 

since High Speed 1 has been operational. 
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Apple Store, 

Bluewater 

 

The Apple Store at 

Bluewater has recently 

undergone a complete 

refurbishment.   

 

The store now holds 

presentations for 

members of the public 

and organisations, 

including schools and 

colleges, to help 

everyone get the most 

out of their Apple 

products. 

 

Teachers and students 

can participate in an 

Apple Field Trip, 

creating a project on a 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/akQ2Cr8AwCD6qjYIjqQCa?domain=garethjohnsonmp.co.uk
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If built, it would also link Heathrow to Kent. 

 

A link to the full debate can be found by clicking 

on the button below.  

 

 

Crossrail debate  

 

 

 

  

International Nurses Day 

 

It was International Nurses Day on 12th May, a 

day to celebrate the wonderful contribution 

nurses make around the world and the world's 

most famous nurse's birthday, Florence 

Nightingale. 

 

I was delighted to visit an exhibition put on by 

Darent Valley Hospital to celebrate International 

Nurses Day.  The exhibition had old uniforms, 

photos, books and medical equipment on 

display.  The hospital also held a nurses bake-off 

 

Mac or Ipad.  Students 

can take part in creative 

storytelling, music, get 

started with coding or 

even inspire social 

change by raising 

awareness of an issue 

they care about with 

projects such as 

creating posters or 

making podcasts. 

 

Parents can book a 

session where they 

learn the features of iOS 

that help them manage 

what their children see 

and do with their 

devices.  The session 

covers an overview of 

family sharing, parental 

controls and more to 

help make sure children 

use their devices in the 

right ways and for the 

right reasons. 

 

If you would like to find 

out more about the 

sessions offered, please 

click on the link below 

and select Bluewater.  
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competition, with the cakes being auctioned off 

for the Valley Hospital charity. 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful nurses for their 

tireless work!  

 

 

96 Bus service 

 

From 23rd June, TFL will be re-routing bus 

service 96 from using Park Road, to travelling 

via Watling Street.  This change will take out the 

need to utilise the Fastrack bus-way between 

Gore Road and Dovedale Road.  

 

 

 

 

Ebbfleet Garden City 

Take a look at this stunning footage showing 

completed homes and homes under construction 

in Ebbsfleet Garden City at Ebbsfleet Green, 

Castle Hill and Springhead Park. 
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Bergman 

Osterburg Union 

Archive 

  

In 1895 Madam 

Bergman Osterburg 

purchased the Dartford 

campus in Oakfield 

Lane and opened it as a 

specialist physical 

training college for girls 

and young women and 

some time later a gym 

teacher from America 

introduced the girls to a 

new game called 'basket 

ball'. 

 

This new game of 

'basket ball' was 

adapted at the campus 

as an outdoor game and 

to begin with a waste 

paper basket was used 

as the goal.  This was 

superseded by a ring at 

the top of a standard 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ymN0CvlGAfy49g5i5_08p?domain=apple.com
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Tesla 

 

Each month I like to feature a local business, 

large or small and this month's is Tesla. 

 

Tesla was founded in the USA in 2003 by a 

group of engineers who wanted to prove that 

people didn't have to compromise to drive 

electric vehicles and that they can be quicker 

and more fun to drive than petrol cars. 

 

The company opened its first London store in 

2009, the first location outside North America 

and since that time, has expanded its UK market 

and now has 19 stores nationally and 11 service 

centres.  The cars are manufactured in the USA 

at Tesla's factory in Fremont, California and 

assembled in the Netherlands. 

 

Tesla now has two locations in Dartford, the 

retail store at Bluewater, which opened in 2016 

and the service centre on Crossways.  The 

service centre in Dartford is the second largest 

nationally. 

 

goal post, but it was 

difficult for the umpire to 

tell if the ball had 

passed through the ring 

and so a net was 

added.  After a short 

time the name of the 

game was changed to 

netball. 

 

So netball was invented 

in Dartford and the BOU 

Archive, housed in North 

Kent College, 

documents this with 

some remarkable 

photos. 

 

I made reference to this 

issue in a recent debate 

in the Commons, where 

I raised the fact that 

netball was developed in 

Dartford. The sport is 

growing in popularity 

and of course the 

England netball team 

recently won gold at the 

Commonwealth 

games.  I asked the 

Minister if she would join 

me in welcoming the 

fact that the next netball 

world cup is to be 

hosted by England, 

where we hope that 



 

Tesla vehicles are fully electric and Tesla prides 

itself on being at the forefront of driving 

technology, not only in terms of its environmental 

benefits, but also the safety features offered by 

the vehicle to assist the driver, such as 

technology to help stay in lane, maintain speed 

and overtake. 

 

I was invited to visit the new service centre in 

Dartford and whilst there I was able to test drive 

a Model X which is Tesla's SUV and can seat up 

to seven adults.  The Model X has a range of 

351 miles and accelerates from 0-60 mph in 3.2 

seconds.  It produces zero emissions and can be 

charged overnight from home.  This is a very 

responsive vehicle and not at all what I expected 

from an electric car. 

 

Tesla also started production in 2017 of its most 

affordable car yet.  The Model 3 has a range of 

220-210 miles and can reach 0-60 in 5.1-5.6 

seconds. 

 

Whilst these vehicles have a higher initial outlay 

than many conventional petrol cars, there is zero 

road tax and no fuel charges, which over the 

lifetime of a car, obviously adds up to a 

considerable sum.  I can also say, they are 

undoubtedly fun to drive! 

 

If you would like to check out Tesla's website, 

please click on the link below. 

 

Tesla  
 

 

 

England will prevail 

once again.  

 

 

  

 

Assaults on 

Emergency 

Workers 

(Offences) 

Bill 

 

I support the Private 

Members' Bill brought 

forward by Chris Bryant 

MP to protect 

emergency service 

workers and I recently 

contributed to the third 

reading debate in the 

House of Commons.  I 

have also met with the 

Police Federation and 

Chris Bryant to discuss 

ways of improving the 

Bill. 

 

We owe emergency 

service workers a debt 

of gratitude for the 

courage, commitment 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/11IHCp8y0Cxy2LWCYaHub?domain=tesla.com


 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammar Schools additional funding 

 

This month the Government announced a £50 

million funding package to expand the number of 

places at existing good or outstanding selective 

schools in a bid to give more disadvantaged 

pupils the chance to attend these schools. 

 

and dedication they 

demonstrate in carrying 

out their duties and this 

is why the Government 

is also supporting this 

Bill. 

 

The Bill would create a 

statutory aggravating 

factor.  This means that 

when a person is 

convicted of a specific 

offence, the judge would 

have to consider the fact 

it was committed against 

an emergency worker as 

an aggravating factor in 

determining the 

sentence within the 

maximum allowed for 

the particular 

offence.  This will cover 

assault causing ABH, 

wounding or inflicting 

GBH and 

manslaughter. Separatel

y, the Bill will create a 

new aggravated version 

of the offences of 

common assault when 

committed against an 

emergency worker, for 

which the maximum 

allowed for common 

assault will be increased 

from six months to 



As a former Dartford Grammar School pupil, I 

welcome this funding as it is a vote of confidence 

for the grammar school system.  In fact, this is 

the first time I can remember extra money being 

made available specifically for grammar schools. 

 

Here in Dartford, we are fortunate to have four 

grammar schools which complement the 

educational opportunities available for local 

children. 

 

We need to stop pretending that all children are 

the same, recognise they have different talents 

and provide schools to reflect this.  We should 

not strive for a 'one size fits all' 

system.  Grammar schools form a very important 

part of a diverse educational system. 

 

The Government has said this money will be 

available for the 2018-19 school year so that 

existing selective schools can expand their 

premises to create more places.  This will give 

parents greater choice and give more children, 

from all backgrounds, access to a place.  Most 

grammar schools now give priority in their 

admissions criteria for children who qualify for 

the pupil premium. 

 

This money will be earmarked to allow grammar 

schools to expand their intake provided they can 

show they are maximising the opportunities for 

poorer children.   

 

In recent years it has generally been accepted 

that funding for grammar schools has fallen 

compared to non-selective schools and I believe 

this funding will help to change that.   

 

twelve months.  The 

Government also 

supports the 

amendment which will 

see sexual assault 

added to the list of 

offences to which the 

Bill's statutory 

aggravating factor will 

apply. 

 

This Bill will cover 

emergency workers 

which includes police, 

prison officers, custody 

officers, fire service 

personnel, search and 

rescue services and 

certain healthcare 

workers including 

ambulance personnel. 

 

This crucial change will 

send a clear message 

that we will not tolerate 

attacks of this nature 

and we will work with 

MPs from all parties to 

ensure those who are 

violent face the full force 

of the law.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

As well as expanding the existing grammar 

schools, I would really like to see some new 

grammar schools built in Kent and across the 

whole of the country, in a bid to give all children 

who pass the 11-plus the chance to get a 

place.  Children from all backgrounds should be 

encouraged to fulfil their potential and this 

money will go some way in helping to achieve 

that.  Our grammar schools are good schools, 

they improve social mobility and we should 

encourage these schools to expand and flourish. 

 

A link to the 'Schools that work for everyone' 

debate I took part in can be found by clicking on 

the button below.  

 

Schools that work for everyone  
 

 

Brexit - Customs arrangements 

 

Over the past few weeks there has been a lot of 

debate and discussion regarding how the UK will 

trade with other nations when we leave the EU 

next year. 

 

There are two systems which are being widely 

talked about as the main options for the 

Government - a Customs Partnership or 

Maximum Facilitation. 

 

The Customs Partnership is a system whereby 

the UK would collect tariffs set by the EU and 

 

Ivory Bill 

 

Following the piece in 

last month's bulletin on 

the ivory ban, I am 

pleased to report the 

Ivory Bill was introduced 

into the House of 

Commons on 23rd May 

and secured its second 

reading on 4th June.  

 

The Bill will ban 

commercial dealing in 

ivory in the UK as well 

as the import and re-

export of ivory for 

commercial use.  It will 

be amongst the 

toughest in the world 

and will cover ivory 

items of all ages, not 

just those produced 

after a certain date. 

 

The Bill will build on our 

work both at home and 

overseas to tackle 

poaching and the 

challenges of the illegal 

wildlife trade.  
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send the money back to Brussels.  If the UK set 

lower tariffs, this money, the difference, would be 

refunded.  New IT systems would have to be 

implemented to electronically track where goods 

come from and go to. 

 

Maximum Facilitation is a system where a so-

called 'frictionless' border would be 

introduced.  For this, new electronic technology 

would be put in place to remove the need for 

physical border checks as much as 

possible.  Schemes like 'trusted trader' and 

authorised operators would be introduced for 

smoother trading.   

 

These two options are being discussed widely, 

but it is my view that the Maximum Facilitation 

option would give greater autonomy over our 

ability to trade freely once we leave the EU.  It 

would also give us greater freedom to agree our 

own trade deals - a key part of Brexit. 

 

The role of the European Court is also relevant 

here as it could oversee disputes and the 

implementation of a customs partnership.  There 

would, of course, be consequences for Northern 

Ireland as the Government has made clear that it 

does not want a so-called hard border between 

the Republic and Northern Ireland and nor does 

it want restrictions placed on trade between 

Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK. 

 

However people voted, they are demanding 

quite rightly, that we just get on with it.  That's 

exactly what needs to happen and ensuring we 

have the freedom to carry out trade deals with 



 

other countries once we have left, is a crucial 

part of that.  
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