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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

Crossrail meeting  

 

C2E Extension 

 

Earlier in the month I met with David Evennett MP 

(Bexleyheath), James Brokenshire MP (Old Bexley 

and Sidcup), Theresa Pearce MP (Erith and 

Thamesmead) and leaders of Gravesham Council 

and Kent County Council, to plan a submission to 
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the Department for Transport to have Crossrail 

extended from Abbey Wood to Ebbsfleet. 

 

The extension would see the Elizabeth line 

extending to the Garden City and completing the 

original vision of Crossrail as a corridor reaching 

across London and into three surrounding 

counties.  The line would serve Dartford, 

Greenhithe and Ebbsfleet and provide a major 

economic stimulus for Dartford, Gravesend and 

the new Garden City at Ebbsfleet.  

 

 

 

 

Lower Thames Crossing 

   

The video above has been published by Highways 

England and gives an idea of what the road and 

tunnel could look like when they are completed. 

 

Traffic Chaos 

Work to replace an old gas main at St Vincent’s 

Road in Dartford, coupled with problems at the 

Dartford Crossing, have caused huge traffic 

problems in and around the town this week. The 

 

  

J & E Hall 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, be it large or 

small and this month’s 

is J & E Hall which is 

one of the world’s 

foremost refrigeration 

solution providers. 

  

Established in 1785, 

when John Hall began 

his one man workshop 

in Dartford, the 

company progressed 

to manufacturing 

steam engines and 

gun carriages which 

were exported to 

Europe and Asia.  In 

the late 19th century,  

J & E Hall 

manufactured the cold 

air machine that 

gained the company 

its reputation for 

refrigeration 

innovation that still 

stands today.  It was 

reported in The Times 

in 1886 that J & E 

Hall’s first cold air 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/9vcDC9105CzNAxRfoTOdb?domain=youtube.com


disruption has caused massive delays for 

residents, schools and businesses. 

Responsibility for our roads lies with the Highways 

Authority (Kent County Council) and Highways 

England, and I have made it clear to them that 

Dartford cannot cope with the congestion it is 

regularly subjected to. Communication of the road 

works from KCC was very poor and therefore took 

us all by surprise.  

 

The gas company SGN has permission from KCC 

for the works to continue for four weeks but SGN 

has now agreed to remove the three-way traffic 

lights on the roundabout today (Thursday 29th 

March).  KCC inform me that St. Vincent’s 

Road will re-open again on 15th April. 

 

The work itself will replace old gas mains which 

apparently could have ruptured and would have 

cut off gas supplies to much of Dartford. The new 

pipes have a lifespan of eighty years. 

 

KCC has agreed to visit the site on a regular basis 

to ensure the contractors are doing all they can to 

keep disruption to a minimum. 

 

Highways England are carrying out work to 

ultimately prevent queue-jumping from the slip 

road that feeds onto the Blue Star roundabout and 

causes problems for people trying to get across 

Dartford. They have also agreed to widen one of 

the lanes at the junction 1a roundabouts and 

synchronise the lights there. 

 

Having cameras enforcing the box junctions at the 

Blue Star roundabout would make a significant 

difference. Cameras outside of London cannot be 

enforced by Local Authorities, so enforcement has 

to come from Kent Police.  The cameras, however, 

machines froze 30,000 

mutton carcasses 

being shipped from 

The Falkland Islands 

to the UK. 

  

Today, the company 

provides refrigeration 

services to a wide 

range of industries 

including oil and gas, 

brewing and 

pharmaceuticals.  Thei

r refrigeration and air 

conditioning systems 

can be found in many 

hospitals, universities 

and hotels, as well as 

ice rinks and leisure 

centres.  They are 

also heavily involved 

in providing 

refrigeration for the 

food and beverage 

industry. 

  

Their Head Office in 

Dartford employs 99 

people and I recently 

met one of their Sales 

Engineers at the 

Hinkley Point C supply 

chain reception in the 

House of Commons. 

J & E Hall has been 

awarded a major 

contract for the 

design, manufacture 

and installation of 

chiller packages to be 



 

have to be provided by both Highways England 

and KCC, as they are separately responsible for 

the Blue Star roundabout and the roundabouts at 

Junction 1a. Progress on this has been 

frustratingly slow but I am optimistic we will 

have the first camera of its kind outside of London. 

 

 

 

  

Red Arrows Engineer - Corporal 

Jonathan Bayliss 

 

I was deeply saddened by the news that Corporal 

Jonathan Bayliss of the Red Arrows, who was 

born in Dartford and grew up in Hartley, died when 

his aircraft crashed at RAF Valley in Wales. 

 

I am sure everyone in Dartford would like to offer 

their deepest sympathy to his family and extend to 

them our gratitude for Corporal Bayliss' 

contribution to the RAF both in the UK and abroad. 

 

used in cooling 

systems in Hinkley 

Point C. 

  

It is fantastic to have 

this historic business 

located in Dartford and 

to see the company 

involved in the two 

new nuclear reactors 

being built at Hinkley 

Point C.  These are 

the first in a new 

generation of nuclear 

power stations in the 

UK and will provide 

low-carbon electricity 

for around six million 

homes. 

  

If you would like to find 

out more about 

J & E Hall, please click 

on the link to their 

website below. 

   

 

J & E Hall  
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The Red Arrows are an iconic British institution 

and are held in deep affection by the British 

public.  We all feel a sense of pride when we 

watch them fly at so many State occasions and it 

is a tragedy that Corporal Bayliss lost his life 

serving our country.  

 

 

  

Kent Police 

 

Kent Police has been assessed as 'Good' at:  

 preventing crime and tackling anti-social 

behaviour 

 investigating crime and reducing 

reoffending 

 protecting vulnerable people 

 tackling organised crime 

by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and 

Fire & Rescue Services, the independent 

inspectors of policing. 

 

This means Kent Police has been judged as good 

or outstanding in every PEEL inspection (police 

effectiveness, efficiency and legitimacy) in 2016 

and 2017. 

 

 

 

  

Dartford 

Grammar School 

Japanese 

exchange visit 

 

This week, I welcomed 

a group of Japanese 

exchange students to 

the Houses of 

Parliament.  They 

were taking part in an 

exchange visit to 

Dartford Grammar 

School which is now 

the leading school in 

the country for the 

teaching of Japanese 

and Mandarin.  The 

international outlook of 

the school is truly 

remarkable and part of 

the reason why it is in 

the top twenty schools 

in the country for 

progress and 

attainment.  

 

 

 

 



 

Kent Police is now looking for 200 extra Police 

Officers and their #MoreThanTheBadge campaign 

is underway now.  See the link below. 

   

 

Kent Police recruiting  
 

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 

 

I want to clarify the issue about free school meals 

as a lot of people have contacted me following a 

recent vote in the House of Commons. 

  

 

Dog Theft 

 

Pet Theft Awareness 

Week was held this 

month, in a bid to raise 

the profile of the 

continuing problem of 

animal theft. 

 

Last year on 14th 

March, I joined forces 

with the Stolen and 

Missing Pets Alliance 

(SAMPA) to host the 

first Dog Theft 

Awareness Day at an 

event in Parliament to 

raise awareness of 

this awful crime.  It is a 

nasty crime which 

causes great distress 

to the animal and its 

owners and 

unfortunately the 

perpetrators are rarely 

caught and brought to 

justice. 

 

At the moment there is 

still no specific crime 

for dog theft and I am 

continuing to lobby the 

Government for 

tougher sentencing 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/k3i5C0YG6tkgQ4JFDfm4c?domain=kent.police.uk


 

Not a single child will have their free school meal 

taken away as a result of this recent vote.  In fact, 

the vote means that more than 50,000 extra 

children will become eligible for them. 

 

In the past year there has been a large amount of 

misinformation published in the news and online 

regarding numerous issues, not least this 

one.  Unfortunately this misinformation tends to be 

politically motivated. 

 

Back in November, there was a public outcry 

about the issue of animal sentience, when people 

were wrongly led to believe MPs had voted against 

animals having protections and that they cannot 

feel pain.  In that case MPs voted against an 

amendment in the EU (Withdrawal) Bill because 

there is better protection of the welfare of animals 

under our own laws rather than the EU protocols 

currently in place.  However, this incorrect 

information, like that about free school meals, was 

widely repeated. 

 

I think it is a great shame that this kind of 'fake 

news' is happening so often and leading to 

unnecessary distress for those people affected. 

 

In the case of free school meals, many people who 

have seen this story in the news have wrongly 

assumed their child will lose their meal, when that 

is not going to happen. 

 

I was really pleased to see this issue was 

highlighted by Channel 4 fact checker, who have 

carried out an independent assessment of this 

vote and concluded that "no one who is currently 

eligible for free school meals under Universal 

Credit, will lost their entitlement.  In fact, under 

Universal Credit, 50,000 more children will receive 

 

guidelines.  In 

addition, a petition 

which was launched 

last month asking for 

pet theft to be 

reclassified as a crime 

in its own right, has 

already had more than 

45,000 

signatures.  This 

illustrates the strength 

of feeling on the 

issue.  

 

During Business of the 

House questions, I 

brought this matter to 

the attention of the 

Leader of the House 

of Commons. Dog 

theft is a cruel crime 

and whilst it continues, 

I will do all I can to 

highlight this issue.  

 

 

Dog theft  
 

 

 

Prime Minister's 

Questions 

 

I was picked out of the 

ballot to ask a 

question in PMQ's on 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/eAZsClxrnC1PmkOFY3pJ4?domain=facebook.com


 

school meals by 2022 than would have done 

under the previous benefits system." 

 

Anyone interested in finding out more can click on 

the link below. 

 

In other areas of this policy, children in England 

who are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, will 

continue to get their free school meals and this 

week the Government has pledged to put a further 

£26m into school breakfast clubs. 

 

Free school meals are vital to many families and I 

hope people feel reassured that children will not 

be losing out.  

 

Channel 4 fact check about Free School 
Meals  
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21st March and a link 

to my question on 

Brexit can be found 

below.  

 

PMQ's 21st March 
2018  
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