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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

Meeting Joydens Wood Hurricane Explorer Scouts  

Meeting Joydens Wood Hurricane 

Explorer Scouts 

 

It was a pleasure to meet the Joydens Wood 

Hurricane Explorer Scouts earlier this 

month.  Explorers are the fourth group of the 

scouting movement after Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 

and are aged from 14-18 years old.  They are 

encouraged to design their own programme and 

work towards the top awards that Scouting offers. 
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I was invited to speak to the youngsters about my 

role as an MP and how laws are made in the 

UK.  This is done in a totally non-party-political way 

and I always try to tailor it to the age range I'm 

speaking to.  These young people really took an 

interest in how Parliament works and asked me a 

range of questions about how the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords interact.  They 

also asked me what would happen if I turned up at 

the House of Commons wearing a bright orange 

suit! 

 

This particular pack of Explorer Scouts is so popular 

that it currently has a waiting list and is now working 

on meeting on an additional evening to increase the 

numbers they can accept.  It is a very vibrant and 

well run group and it was a pleasure to speak with 

them.  

 

 

Stroke Services in Kent and Medway 

 

As reported in last month’s bulletin, the NHS in Kent 

and Medway are looking to create three new ‘hyper-

acute’ stroke units in Kent and Medway as these 

type of units have been shown to improve outcomes 

for stroke sufferers. 

 

At the moment, if you have a stroke, urgent care is 

given at six hospitals, including Darent Valley. The 

new proposals mean three hyper-acute units will be 

formed offering the most up-to-date care and Darent 

Valley Hospital is one of five hospitals in the area 

being considered for this service. These changes 

are proposed by the NHS following the success of 

hyper-acute units in other parts of the country and 

will benefit from £40 million of investment.  

 

  

Recruitment 

drive for new 

Police Officers 

in Kent 

 

Kent's Police and 

Crime 

Commissioner, 

Matthew Scott, 

recently announced 

his draft funding 

proposals with the 

aim of empowering 

the Chief Constable 

to recruit up to 200 

additional Police 

Officers in the next 

year. 

 

These new officers 

will go into boosting 

a number of areas, 

including rural and 

roads policing, local 

communities, fighting 

cyber-crime and 

providing greater 

public 

protection.  They will 

take the total number 

of Police Officers in 

Kent to its highest 

level since 2012 and 

will be in addition to 



 

 

Every year 400 stroke patients are treated at Darent 

Valley Hospital, with hundreds more treated for 

mini-strokes. All the evidence suggests that having 

access to a hyper-acute unit is the best way to treat 

stroke patients. Currently there are none of these in 

Kent and I’m pleased this will change in the near 

future.  

 

I would like to see one of these units located at 

Darent Valley Hospital so that people in the area get 

the best treatment at their nearest hospital if they 

have a stroke. Having a better-equipped, hyper-

acute stroke unit would be great for our local 

hospital.  

 

The public consultation for these proposals has now 

opened and I hope people will take part in it and 

support Darent Valley in its bid to host one of these 

units. 

 

Full details of the consultation, which runs until 13th 

April 2018, can be found by clicking on the button 

below. 

 

A public meeting about the changes will also be 

held on Tuesday 13th March at Clocktower Pavilion, 

St Mary’s Road, Swanley, Kent, between 2.00 pm 

and 4.00 pm. 

 

 

Stroke Services Consultation  
 

 

 

replacing any Police 

Officers who leave 

the force during this 

period. 

 

Although crime has 

fallen in recent 

years, we do still 

face challenges in 

Dartford with certain 

crimes including anti-

social behaviour and 

burglaries.  I am 

frequently in touch 

with Kent Police to 

discuss how these 

challenges can be 

dealt with and I know 

that our local Police 

Officers and PCSOs 

are working tirelessly 

with the local 

community to tackle 

crime in Dartford. 

 

It is not yet known 

how many of the 200 

officers will be 

deployed in Dartford 

but I have asked the 

Kent Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

for Dartford to have 

a fair allocation. 
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Lower Thames Crossing 

 

In February, Highways England met with MPs in 

Westminster to talk about the latest developments 

for the Lower Thames Crossing. 

  

Since the location was announced for the East of 

Gravesend last April, Highways England have been 

working hard to get the £6.2 billion project 

underway. 

  

The new crossing will be made up of two 16 metre 

tunnels between Kent and Essex and these will be 

the third biggest of their kind in the world. 

  

It is believed that when the crossing opens it will 

add £8 billion to the regional economy and create 

6000 jobs.  

  

For the last few months, Highways England has 

been meeting with people in and around the area 

and the statutory public consultation is due to start 

later this year. 

  

The consultation will cover all aspects of the project 

from its alignment and design to the traffic modelling 

and construction activity. 

  

The environmental issues surrounding the project 

will also be looked at in detail. One example is the 

 

  

Millbrook 

Garden Centre 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, be it large 

or small and this 

month's is Millbrook 

Garden Centre 

which is located next 

to the A2 just outside 

of Southfleet. 

 

The business was 

started in 

Crowborough, East 

Sussex in 1979 by 

Dick and Sue Allen. 

By 1994 they were 

ready to expand and 

they purchased a six 

acre field and built 

their second garden 

centre.  This is very 

much a family 

business with Sue as 

Chairman and her 

daughter Tammy as 

Managing Director. 

Tammy's husband, 

Ben, is the 

Finance Director and 

Sue’s younger 



 

issue of the local vole population, which is a 

protected species. 

  

This project is hugely exciting for our area and 

cannot come soon enough for all of us who are 

regularly affected by the traffic problems at the 

Dartford Crossing. 

  

The new crossing will open up so many 

opportunities for Kent and Essex as well as give 

drivers a viable alternative when they are travelling. 

  

The proposed opening for the Lower Thames 

crossing is 2027, the sooner the better, I say. 

   

 

 

New footbridge at Stone Crossing 

 

The long-awaited footbridge at Stone Crossing 

opened to the public on 26th February.  I have been 

pushing for this bridge to be built for a long time and 

I am delighted it is finally open.  Network Rail has 

always recognised how beneficial it would be to 

local commuters to be able to use a bridge rather 

than the old crossing and they have heavily 

invested in the station. 

 

daughter, Kirsty, is 

the Design 

Coordinator.   

 

At Millbrook you will 

find all the things you 

need to help grow 

your garden, 

together with a range 

of furniture, giftware, 

BBQs, clothing and 

home furnishings. 

 

The Millbrook 

Growers Seasonal 

Workshops are new 

for 2018 and consist 

of three-hour 

practical gardening 

sessions, showing 

you the jobs you 

should be doing in 

the garden each 

season and how to 

do them. 

 

The Millbrook 

Growers Gardening 

Club offers a 

monthly gardening 

talk on a seasonal 

topic and is a good 

way of gaining a 

greater 

understanding of 

how to grow, 

maintain and love 

your garden all year 

long.  

 



 

This new footbridge, costing £3 million, replaces the 

gates previously at the crossing.  These gates were 

locked when a train approached the station, which 

led to passengers sometimes missing their trains 

when they came into the opposite platform. 

 

It had also been identified as a high risk crossing as 

level crossings pose one of the highest risks to 

public safety.  The new bridge has made it safer for 

local people to cross the railway lines and access 

the station.  

 

 

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junction 

improvement - consultation 

 

In August 2017, Highways England announced its 

preferred route for the A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet 

junction improvements scheme. 

 

At the Bean junction, Highways England is 

proposing a new bridge for southbound traffic, 

which will be to the east of the existing Bean Lane 

over-bridge and a new slip road onto the A2 for 

eastbound traffic.  Northbound traffic will use the 

existing over-bridge. 

 

At the Ebbsfleet junction, they will widen the road 

that links the two roundabouts to two lanes and the 

eastbound and westbound slip roads onto the A2. 

 

Before applying to the Secretary of State for 

 

The centre has 

exciting plans for 

expansion which are 

underway, with the 

creation of a 280-

seater restaurant 

overlooking the plant 

area.  They will also 

be extending the 

garden centre to 

provide a bigger and 

better product range. 

 

If you would like to 

check out their 

website, please click 

on the link below.  

   

 

Millbrook  

 

  

UK Power 

Networks 

Priority Service 

Register 

Thankfully power 

cuts seem to be few 

and far between 

these 

days.  However, I 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FciqCQn9wC6zYKjuABoQ6?domain=millbrookgc.co.uk


consent to build this scheme, Highways England 

has to consult with the local community on the 

proposed scheme with a statutory consultation. 

 

The statutory public consultation will run for six 

weeks from 21st February 2018 until 4th April 2018. 

 

Six public consultation events are planned in the 

local community.  Two have already taken place in 

February and the remaining four will be held as 

follows: 

 

Saturday 3rd March 2018 

9.00 am to 9.00 pm 

Bluewater Shopping Centre 

 

Saturday 10th March 2018 

10.00 am to 3.00 pm 

Eastgate, Springhead Parkway, Northfleet, DA11 

8AD 

 

Thursday 15th March 2018 

7.00 am to 9.00 am  

3.00 pm to 7.00 pm 

Ebbsfleet International Station, Dartford, DA10 1EB 

 

Saturday 17th March 2018 

10.00 am to 2.00 pm 

Stone Pavilion, Hayes Road, Stone, DA9 9DS 

 

Paper copies of the consultation brochure and 

paper questionnaires will be available to take away 

during the consultation period from the following 

locations during normal business hours. 

 

Bean Youth and Community Centre 

High Street, Bean, DA2 8AS 

 

Greenhithe Library 

London Road, Greenhithe, DA9 9EJ 

 

have recently been 

made aware of a 

free service that 

allows people to 

register vulnerable 

households that may 

need extra help in 

the event of a power 

cut, particularly if 

they rely on power 

for medical 

equipment.  A link to 

registering on this 

free service can be 

found below.  

 

 

Priority Service 
Register  

 

Dartford Town 

Centre 

regeneration 

plans 

 

In 2017 Dartford 

Borough Council 

announced plans for 

a proposed £76 

million development 

of the town centre, 

including a six 

screen cinema, a 

109 bedroom hotel, 

140 new homes and 

a new public square 

with bars and 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Otr1CRO3xsr7xpqcQul1y?domain=ukpowernetworks.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Otr1CRO3xsr7xpqcQul1y?domain=ukpowernetworks.co.uk


 

 

Fleetdown Library 

Swaledale Road, Dartford, DA2 6JZ 

 

Longfield Library 

49 Main Road, Longfield, DA3 7QT 

 

Swan Valley Library 

Swanscombe Library Discovery Centre 

Southfleet Road, Swanscombe, DA10 0BZ 

 

Temple Hill Community Centre 

Temple Hill Square, Dartford, DA1 5HY 

 

Coldharbour Road Library 

3 Coldharbour Road, Northfleet, DA11 8AE 

 

Hive House Library 

Hive House, Northfleet, DA11 9DE 

 

Gravesend Library 

Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE 

 

Gravesham Borough Council 

Civic Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 

1AU 

 

Stone Pavilion 

Hayes Road, Greenhithe, DA9 9DS 

 

Alternatively, click on the button below to be taken 

direct to the public consultation questionnaire.  

 

 

restaurants.   

 

They are now asking 

local people for their 

views on the 

proposals with a 

month long 

consultation starting 

on 28th February 

2018.  A public 

exhibition opened in 

the Orchards 

Shopping Centre 

(inside the old Sweet 

Cake Fairy unit) on 

1st March and 

closes at 5.00 pm on 

both 1st and 2nd 

March, and at 4pm 

on Saturday 3rd 

March.  The 

exhibition will also 

open on Monday 5th 

March from 

10.00 am until 

4.00 pm.  

A link to the 

consultation can be 

found below. 

 

 

Dartford Town 
Centre 

Consultation  
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A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet flythrough  

 

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junction 
improvement - consultation  

 

 
 

 

  

Sher-E-Bangla 

 

Sham Islam, proprietor of Sher-E-Bangla Indian 

takeaway in Longfield, has celebrated his first year 

of business in the village by donating to the Mayor's 

charity.  I wish him all the very best for the future. 

   

 

 

Extra carriages 

for some 

Southeastern 

services 

 

From 26th February, 

Southeastern 

increased carriages 

on the following 

services from eight 

to ten. 

 

0650 Gravesend to 

Charing Cross via 

Sidcup (calling at 

Swanscombe, 

Greenhithe, Stone 

Crossing and 

Dartford) 

 

1713 Cannon Street 

to Gillingham via 

Greenwich (calling at 

Dartford and 

Greenhithe) 

 

1717 Charing Cross 

to Gravesend via 

Sidcup (calling at 

Dartford, Stone 

Crossing, 

Greenhithe, 

Swanscombe) 

 

1741 Charing Cross 

to Dartford 

 

On one service, the 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/YDXhCNL3qiNvzQmujJa2N?domain=highwaysengland.citizenspace.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/YDXhCNL3qiNvzQmujJa2N?domain=highwaysengland.citizenspace.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/4jHICMw3pC5E7L4tk4bhg?domain=youtube.com


 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review of post-18 education and 

funding in England 

 

The Government has launched a major review of 

post-18 education, the aim of which is to ensure that 

post-18 education is giving everyone a genuine 

choice between high quality technical, vocational 

and academic routes.  The review will examine how 

students and tax payers can get the best value for 

money and employers can access the skilled 

workforce they need. 

 

 

carriages have been 

reduced from eight 

to six. 

 

1818 Victoria to 

Dartford   

 

 

  

 

Tax-free 

childcare 

 

On 14th February, 

tax-free childcare 

opened to all 

remaining eligible 

families for parents 

whose youngest 

child is under twelve 

years old. 

 

It is quick and easy 

to apply and parents 

can save thousands 

of pounds each 

year.  For every £8 

parents pay into their 

childcare account, 

the Government will 

add an extra £2 up 

to £2,000 per child 

per year. 

 



 

Independent advice will be provided by an expert 

panel from across post-18 education, business and 

academia, chaired by Philip Augar, a leading author 

and former non-executive director of the 

Department for Education. 

 

It will focus on four main areas:  

1. Choice - making sure students have access 

to a genuine range of high quality academic, 

technical and vocational routes. 

  

2. Value for money - looking at how students 

and graduates contribute to the cost of their 

studies. 

  

3. Access - enabling people from all 

backgrounds to progress and succeed in 

post-18 education.   

  

4. Skills provision - making sure we have a 

post-18 education system that provides the 

skills that employers need which is crucial to 

boosting the UK economy. 

 

 

 

 
 

The money can go 

towards a whole 

range of regulated 

childcare including 

nurseries, 

childminders, after 

school clubs and 

holiday clubs. 

 

Parents, including 

the self-employed, 

can apply online for 

tax-free childcare by 

visiting Childcare 

Choices which can 

be found by clicking 

on the button 

below.  They can 

also access the 

Government's 

childcare calculator 

through the same 

site which helps 

them to choose 

which Government 

support is best for 

them.  

 

 

Childcare 
Choices  
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Death by Dangerous Driving: 

sentencing debate 

 

This is an issue I have campaigned on before and I 

recently took part in a debate on the subject.  I 

again made the point that we need to have tougher 

penalties available for reckless driving that leads to 

another person's death.  I firmly believe people 

should be charged with manslaughter which will 

give the courts greater sentencing penalties. 

 

This is not about a momentary lapse of 

concentration which anyone is capable of, but it is 

about selfish, reckless driving that endangers life 

and limb which is too often inadequately dealt with. 

 

The Government has committed to increasing 

sentences for death by dangerous driving to life 

imprisonment which is to be welcomed. 

 

A link to the debate can be found below.  

 

Death by Dangerous Driving: sentencing 
debate  

 

 

Cold Weather 

Payments 

 

I have been advised 

that Cold Weather 

Payments have been 

triggered in the 

constituency for 

postcodes DA1, 

DA10, DA11, DA13, 

DA14, DA2, DA3, 

DA4, DA5, DA9, 

BR8 and TN15 for 

the period 23/2/2018 

to 1/3/2018 for those 

in receipt of certain 

state benefits.  More 

information is 

available by clicking 

on the link below.  

 

 

Cold Weather 
Payments  

 

 
 

 

New Palace Yard in 

the snow.  
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George Low 

 

In February, I met with the Minister of State at the 

Foreign Office and the families of George Low and 

Ben Barker.   

 

Over eighteen months after Dartfordian, George 

Low's murder in Cyprus, no-one has been convicted 

of this dreadful crime.   

 

The purpose of this meeting was to continue to 

place pressure on the Foreign Office to do all it can 

to bring justice for the families.  The difficulty lies 

with a lack of co-operation between Northern and 

Southern Cyprus.  A lot of work is being carried out 

behind the scenes, but progress is frustratingly 

slow.  We are, however, all determined to do 

everything possible to see those responsible for this 

act arrested.  

 

Gareth Johnson MP 

House of Commons 

London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 0207 219 7047 

email: gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk 
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The Winter weather 

has gripped both 

Westminster and 

Dartford this week.   
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