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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  
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Remembrance Sunday 

 

Each year on Remembrance Sunday, I attend the 

service in Dartford to commemorate those who 

fought and died for our country.   

 

I have been to this service and laid a wreath every 

year since I was elected in 2010 and it is always 

fantastic to see the huge crowd that turn out to 

attend this event.  Children attend from their local 

Scouting groups, together with cadets and many 

other voluntary groups and veterans.  It is a befitting 

tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

our freedom and is one of the most significant times 

of the year for me. 

 

As you may know, I put forward a Private Members' 

Bill which was designed to outlaw the problem of 

people wearing medals they have not earned, with 

the clear intent to deceive people and pretend to be 

something they are not. 

 

Unfortunately, this Bill did not go forward but I am 

pleased to see that a member of the House of Lords 

is now trying to take up the issue.  As the Bill 

already has support from both the Government and 

the opposition, I hope it will become law, making it 

illegal for Walter Mitty-types to wear medals they 

have not earned.  It is deeply offensive for people to 

claim they are heroes by wearing medals they have 

not won and it undermines those veterans who have 

legitimately earned these rewards. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to 2nd 

Hartley 

Brownies 

 

As part of Parliament 

week, I was invited 

to speak to the 2nd 

Hartley Brownies, 

who had been 

learning about 

democracy, 

Parliament and local 

councils.  I was 

delighted to be 

invited along to their 

special Parliament-

themed evening to 

tell the Brownies a 

bit about my 

role.  The girls are 

aged 7-9 years old 

but had obviously 

been listening to 

their Brown Owl as 

they had lots of 

pertinent questions 

to ask me.  

 

 

 



 

Lower Thames Crossing 

 

Earlier this year, the Government announced the 

preferred route for the Lower Thames 

Crossing.  This new crossing comprises a tunnel 

located east of Gravesend and Tilbury and link 

roads to the M25 and A2.  This will be an important 

new road offering new connections and better 

journeys.  It will unlock the area's economic potential 

and give better access to jobs, leisure and retail 

facilities. 

 

Highways England has been gathering information 

and carrying out a range of assessments and 

surveys to help them better understand the 

area.  They are working to make sure the crossing 

improves journeys, creates opportunities for 

economic growth and minimises community and 

environmental impacts. 

 

This is still at an early stage of the process and 

there is still a lot of work to be done on the 

design.  During the consultation that is planned next 

year you will have a further opportunity to have your 

say on the scheme's development. 

 

 

Beck & Pollitzer 

 

My featured 

business this month 

is Beck & Pollitzer, 

which was 

established in 1863 

in London as a 

general carrier and 

warehousing 

company and has its 

headquarters in 

Dartford. 

 

The business has 

grown over the last 

154 years into one of 

the world's leading 

experts in machinery 

relocation and 

installation with 

offices in 13 

countries and a 

global skilled 

workforce of over 

500 people. 

 

Beck & Pollitzer has 

had its most 

successful year ever 

and has great 

opportunities to grow 

further in the year 

ahead.  They are 



 

If you would like to learn more about the proposed 

design of the route, click on the first button 

below.  The second button links to an animation 

showing the route. 

   

 

Learn more about the proposed design of 
the route  

 

 

Lower Thames Crossing animation  
 

 

 

Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust 

 

Some facts and figures about Dartford and 

Gravesham NHS Trust that you may find interesting. 

 

Accident and Emergency - 51,024 more people 

were seen in under four hours in 2016/17 compared 

with 2009/10 and in the year to date 89.8% of 

people going to A&E were seen within four hours. 

 

There are now 94 more hospital doctors and 280 

more nurses than in 2010.  

 

The number of operations has nearly doubled and 

the number of diagnostic tests has risen from 

57,108 to 132,435 in the same timeframe. 

opening up offices in 

the USA to tap into 

the burgeoning US 

auto industry.  They 

are also developing 

their metals business 

across Europe. 

 

For the past 12 

years, Beck & 

Pollitzer has taken 

delivery of the 

Trafalgar Square 

Christmas tree.  This 

is an annual gift from 

the city of Oslo to the 

people of London 

since 1947 and is a 

token of gratitude for 

British support of 

Norway during the 

Second World 

War.  It arrives at 

Immingham and is 

loaded onto one of 

their vehicles and 

transported by road 

to its site in Trafalgar 

Square, where it is 

erected for all to 

see.  The company 

is extremely proud to 

have been involved 

with this annual 

tradition and it forms 

a great chapter in 

their history. 

 

If you would like to 

find out more about 

Beck & Pollitzer, a 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/vxaABTxW7KiE?domain=roads.highways.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/vxaABTxW7KiE?domain=roads.highways.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/nbLRBTLOJWT8?domain=emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com


 

 

By May 2017, 93% of General Practices in the NHS 

Dartford CCG area were rated as Good or 

Outstanding. 

 

In 2017/18 Dartford CCG received £314.6 million 

and in 2018/19 it will receive £322.4 million. 

 

Earlier this year, Darent Valley Hospital received an 

extra £900,000 to assist it with the extra demand 

over winter. 

   

 

 

HRH The Princess Royal visits The 

Bracton Centre 

 

It was a pleasure to meet HRH The Princess Royal 

on her recent visit to The Bracton Centre, in her role 

as Patron of the Royal College of Occupational 

Therapists. 

 

During her visit, she met staff and service users and 

had a tour of the facilities, before unveiling a plaque 

to commemorate her visit. 

 

The Bracton Centre is a medium secure hospital 

based in Dartford providing care for people who are 

mentally ill and have been in contact with the 

criminal justice system. 

 

 

link to their website 

can be found below.  

 

Beck & Pollitzer  
 

 

 

The Spring River Pub 

under construction 
   

Ebbsfleet 

Garden City 

 

Building work 

continues apace at 

Ebbsfleet Garden 

City.  The new 

Spring River pub and 

carvery has recently 

opened at Ebbsfleet 

Green with the 

creation of 45 new 

jobs, with the 

majority of 

employees being 

local.   

 

A 104 bed lodge will 

be sited next to the 

pub and is due to 

open early next year. 

 

In addition, artworks 

have been 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/V8NRBTbWlxuZ?domain=beck-pollitzer.com


 

The role of the Occupational Therapists is to 

assess, treat and rehabilitate users so they can 

return to the community, reducing re-admissions 

and re-offending rates.  They support users by 

developing their life skills and promoting education 

and employment opportunities. 

 

The visit was to showcase their work and the 

importance of Occupational Therapists at the 

Bracton Centre and their innovative and award 

winning service. 

 

This is the second time HRH The Princess Royal 

has visited Dartford this year, having attended the 

Arrow Riding Centre in May. 

   

 

 

 

commissioned to be 

sited opposite the 

pub and consist of 

three life-sized 

figures.  

  

 

Thameslink 

Programme - 

disruption over 

Christmas 

 

As London Bridge 

station continues to 

be rebuilt, there will 

be significant 

closures and 

changes to services 

over the Christmas 

period (23rd 

December 2017 to 

1st January 2018). 

 

There will be no 

trains at a number of 

London stations and 

passengers on 

Southeastern, 

Thameslink and 

Southern trains will 

be significantly 

affected.  More 

information and 

travel advice is 

available by clicking 

on the button below. 

   

 

 

 



 

There is a fantastic pop-up charity Christmas card 

shop in Dartford Library until 16th 

December.  Please support it if you can.  

  

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brexit Update 

  

The EU (Withdrawal) Bill Committee Stage began in 

November.  This Bill will transfer all EU law into 

British law on the day we leave. 

 

Thameslink 
Programme  

 

 

  

  

Budget 

 

Some of the main 

points from the 

recent budget: 

 

First-time-buyers will 

not have to pay 

stamp duty for 

properties under 

£300,000.  

 

Fuel duty frozen for 

the eighth 

successive year. 

 

Duty rates on beer, 

cider, wine and 

spirits frozen. 

 

Tobacco duty rates 

will increase. 

 

Annual increases in 

business rates will 

be determined by the 

CPI measure of 

inflation from 1 April 

2018. 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/5v53BhAolku6?domain=thameslinkprogramme.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/5v53BhAolku6?domain=thameslinkprogramme.co.uk


 

The first five days of the eight committee days have 

taken place and the remaining three are set to be 

debated in December.  These committee sessions 

are being held in the Chamber of the House of 

Commons so that every MP can be part of the 

committee and have their say. 

 

As people know, I voted to leave the European 

Union, along with two-thirds of Dartfordians. The EU 

(Withdrawal) Bill, also known as the Repeal Bill, 

ensures that the UK does this in the smoothest 

possible way and this is why I support it. 

  

The UK will leave the EU on 29 March 2019 and this 

means leaving the single market and the customs 

union at that point. The single market and the 

customs union are the main and essential elements 

of the EU. To remain in either would mean not really 

leaving the EU at all. Leaving these will ensure that 

the referendum result is respected in full. 

  

Article 50 has been invoked and the Prime Minister 

has been clear that there must be no attempts to 

remain inside the EU, no attempts to rejoin it 

through the back door and no second 

referendum.  An implementation period will allow 

businesses time to adjust but it will be strictly time-

limited.  There should be no doubt that the UK is 

leaving the EU and its institutions. 

   

 

 

As my next Bulletin will not be circulated until 

the beginning of January, I would like to wish 

Various measures 

to tackle tax 

avoidance and 

evasion have been 

introduced. 

 

Income tax personal 

allowance and 

higher rate tax 

threshold to rise to 

£11,850 and 

£46,250 respectively 

in April 2018. 

 

Departments will no 

longer have to 

reduce their 

spending by £1.1 

billion in 2019/20, as 

was previously 

planned. 

 

A saving of £1 billion 

in 2017/18 from 

departmental 

budgets. 

 

£1.5 billion of 

additional spending 

is planned in both 

2018/19 and 

2019/20 to allow the 

Government to 

prepare for Brexit. 

 

NHS to receive 

additional day-to-day 

spending of £400 

million this year, £1.9 

billion in 2018/19 



 

you all   

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
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and £1.1 billion in 

2019/20. The NHS 

will also receive 

additional capital 

spending, peaking at 

around £1 billion in 

2020/21. 

 

Changes to 

Universal Credit - 

removing the seven 

day wait so that 

entitlement starts on 

the day of 

application, 

increasing the 

amount that can be 

advanced, those 

already on Housing 

Benefit will continue 

to receive it for the 

first two weeks of 

their Universal Credit 

claim. 

 

A package of 

measures were 

announced on 

housing - an average 

of £210m per year 

will be spent 

between 2018/19 

and 2020/21 to 

accelerate the 

building of homes on 

small, stalled sites. 

 

The national living 

wage will increase 

from April 2018. 

mailto:gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk


 

 

Measures 

announced to 

support teaching of 

Maths and Computer 

Sciences. 

   

 

     

 


