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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

DVH Speech and Language Therapists and 

service users receiving their award  
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Darent Valley Hospital Speech and 

Language Therapists win award 

 

The Adult Acute Speech & Language Therapy team 

at Darent Valley Hospital have been presented with 

an award by Her Royal Highness The Countess of 

Wessex.  The Giving Voice Award was given to the 

team, along with service users Reginald and Muriel 

Pusey, to acknowledge the work they have 

done demonstrating how speech and language 

therapy transforms lives.  

 

The team worked together with a number of service 

users, including Reginald and Muriel (pictured 

receiving the award), to raise the profile of their 

team and profession by holding a showcase day 

filled with inspirational stories told by patients and a 

film about speech and language therapy. 

 

I had the pleasure of attending this showcase day to 

meet the team and see their work. I met with 

patients who told me about their remarkable 

experiences of the service. This included a patient 

who had a laryngectomy following throat cancer, a 

patient who uses an iPad to support his speech and 

a patient who was previously unable to eat or drink 

safely following a stroke. 

 

The Speech and Language Therapy team carry out 

fantastic work at Darent Valley Hospital. Treating 

these patients requires huge skill and 

professionalism from these specialists.  The team is 

another example of incredible work being carried 

out at our local hospital and we are extremely 

fortunate to have this level of expertise locally. 

 

Congratulations to the team on this well-deserved 

award!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to 2nd 

Dartford (Christ 

Church) 

Rainbows 

 

I am always 

delighted to speak to 

children and explain 

a little bit about my 

job and how politics 

affects their lives.  

 

I was very happy to 

be invited to meet 

the 2nd Dartford 

Rainbows recently in 

preparation for 

Parliament 

week.  The girls 

asked me questions 

about their local 

parks and going to 

school and had fun 

taking part in a mock 

debate about sweets 

versus a healthy 

diet. 

   

 



 

 

Regeneration of Dartford Town Centre a 

step nearer 

Regeneration plans for Dartford Town Centre came 

a step nearer this month, with the news that 

Dartford Borough Council has appointed Muse 

Developments as its development partner to lead 

the £75 million regeneration of the town's Westgate 

area. 

 

The plans include a six-screen cinema along with 

bars and restaurants offering family-friendly 

hospitality.  A new public square will be created, 

along with a hotel, more parking and 140 new 

homes. 

There are also discussions taking place to create a 

new health facility as part of the development. 

 

The Co-op store site will become a hotel but will 

retain its distinctive art-deco facade. 

This is an exciting and visionary scheme.  Our town 

centre needs a forward thinking approach and this 

development is a significant part of that.   

 

 

 

 

Tallest electricity pylons in the UK 

 

Hug Group 

 

Each month I like to 

feature a local 

business, be it large 

or small and this 

month's is the Hug 

Group who are at the 

Nucleus on The 

Bridge development. 

 

The inspiration for 

the company, came 

from the wife of Nick, 

who is one of the co-

founders.  She was 

helping out on a 

school trip and 

anyone who has 

ever done this will 

know you spend the 

whole day counting 

children.  Nick's wife 

had to look after 5 

children for a few 

hours and it left her 

mentally 

exhausted.  This got 

Nick thinking about 

how to make things 

easier for school 

trips in the future and 

along with his co-

founder Andy, they 

developed 



 

 

Love them or hate them, they are the tallest 

electricity pylons in the UK and carry overhead 

power lines between Botany Marshes in 

Swanscombe, and West Thurrock in Essex.   

 

Standing at 623 feet tall, the pylons support power 

lines spanning 4501 feet. 

 

In March 2006 a man attempted to base jump from 

a platform on the Swanscombe pylon and was 

apparently killed when his parachute failed to open. 

 

I am told that at the very top of the pylon there is a 

bed where anyone who has to work at the top can 

stay at night to save them taking the lengthy trip to 

the ground. 

 

The photo above is by David Anstiss, CC BY-SA 2.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8375379  

 

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

technology to track 

children when they 

are outside of the 

classroom. 

 

The tracking device 

consists of a lanyard, 

wristband, secure 

wristband or badge - 

the choice is up to 

the school.  This will 

alert their teacher, 

teaching assistant or 

other adult should 

they stray more than 

a predetermined 

distance. This is 

paired with an App 

which can also hold 

photos, emergency 

contact details and 

allergies. 

 

The Hug Group are 

working with Dartford 

Bridge Community 

Primary School who 

are helping them to 

refine and improve 

the product and the 

App.  They are also 

working with Age UK 

to see how this 

technology could be 

used with dementia 

sufferers. 

 

If you would like to 

check out their 

website, please click 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8375379


 

 

Brexit Update 

  

Following the EU Council meeting earlier in 

October, the Prime Minister gave an update to the 

House of Commons on the negotiations. 

 

She said the UK and EU are united on the key 

principles in relation to EU nationals living in the UK 

and UK nationals living in the EU.  While there are 

some small issues remaining, we are in touching 

distance of a deal on this part of the negotiations. 

 

There has also been significant progress on 

Northern Ireland with the Belfast agreement being 

at the heart of our approach.  There will not be any 

physical infrastructure at the border and we have 

agreed the Common Travel Area must continue. 

 

At her speech in Florence, the PM gave a clear 

message that the UK will honour its commitments 

made during the period of our membership.  She 

also proposed a time limited implementation period 

on current terms. 

 

At the EU Council, the 27 member states responded 

by agreeing to start their preparations for moving 

negotiations onto trade. 

 

The Prime Minister reiterated that we are going to 

leave the EU in March 2019, delivering on the 

democratic will of the British people. 

 

on the button below. 

   

 

The Hug Group  
 

 

  

  

Property 

Management 

consultation 

 

One of the things I 

receive lots of 

correspondence 

about is Managing 

Agents and 

complaints about 

their charges, 

service, or both. 

 

The Rt Hon Sajid 

Javid MP, Secretary 

for State at the 

Department for 

Communities and 

Local Government, 

is determined to 

tackle the problem of 

rogue Managing 

Agents and outlined 

this in a recent 

speech to the 

Association of 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huggroup.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwendy.johnson%40parliament.uk%7C57d5a85132a54409fc5008d5229d02e8%7C1ce6dd9eb3374088be5e8dbbec04b34a%7C0%7C0%7C636452980116013795&sdata=oCumYcmYaMEUiM1QtKzHqH%2BqknSAsEdc%2FqOLYmvP45c%3D&reserved=0


 

 

We are preparing for every eventuality to ensure we 

leave in a smooth and orderly way, but she is 

confident we will be able to negotiate a new, deep 

and special partnership with the EU. 

 

From my position as Parliamentary Private 

Secretary to David Davis, the Secretary of State for 

Exiting the EU, the negotiations are moving forward, 

despite what some commentators will have you 

believe. 

 

Whilst I am a supporter of leaving the EU, I am also 

realistic about the negotiations.  Few people want 

no deal, but we have to prepare for it.  To say to the 

EU that we will accept any deal rather than no deal 

would be a gift to the EU negotiating team. 

 

Criticism is often levelled at the Government about 

an apparent lack of progress but this is preferable to 

the alternative of Michel Barnier reporting the British 

Government has been very accommodating to its 

demands.  

 

 

Ivory Ban 

  

Residential 

Managing Agents. 

 

Property 

management is a 

massive industry 

with around £3.5 

billion of service 

charges collected 

each year and yet it 

is almost completely 

unregulated.  People 

assume they are 

paying their service 

charges to a skilled, 

experienced 

professional and yet 

there is no 

requirement for 

qualifications or 

experience or a 

criminal records 

check. 

 

However, that's not 

the only problem, if 

people decide they 

are being 

overcharged or 

under served, it can 

be almost impossible 

for them to do 

anything about it as 

the system is 

stacked against 

them. 

 

The market at 

present does not 

work and will not be 



 

Environment Secretary Michael Gove, has 

announced the Government will ban the sale of 

ivory in the UK to help bring an end to the horrific 

poaching of elephants. 

  

Around 20,000 elephants are being slaughtered 

every year due to the global demand for ivory, 

threatening elephants with extinction in some 

African countries. The Government is leading the 

way on animal welfare by working to protect the 

world’s elephants and ending the deplorable trade 

in ivory once and for all. 

  

The proposals will protect elephants and help 

combat poaching by removing opportunities for 

criminals to trade illegally-poached ivory. The plans 

will be subject to a 12 week consultation and cover 

items of all ages, not only those created after a 

certain date. 

 

The consultation opened on 6th October and will 

close on 29th December and a link to it can be 

found below.  

 

Ivory Ban Consultation  
 

  

Assaults on Emergency Workers 

(Offences) Bill 

I recently spoke in the House of Commons in 

support of a Private Members’ Bill aimed at tougher 

sentences for people who assault emergency 

workers. 

The Bill, submitted by Rhondda Labour MP Chris 

Bryant, aims to increase the sentences for assaults 

against emergency workers. 
 

allowed to 

continue.  People 

who pay for and 

receive services, 

have no say over 

who provides them 

and this cannot be 

right. 

 

The first step to 

changing things is a 

call for evidence, a 

document that talks 

about the challenges 

facing the sector, 

suggests some 

possible solutions 

and asks for the 

views of those who 

work in it or who pay 

the service charges. 

 

Appropriate 

regulation, properly 

designed, will force 

rogue agents to 

either raise their 

game or quite the 

business. 

 

If you would like to 

take part in the call 

for evidence, a link 

can be found 

below.  The 

consultation closes 

on 29th November.  
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Every year thousands of emergency service 

workers are assaulted in this country. Figures show 

that more than 24,000 police officers were 

assaulted between 2016 and 2017 in England and 

Wales. In Kent alone, 669 assaults on police 

officers were recorded during this period. 

As well as assaults against the police, more than 

70,000 NHS staff were attacked between 2015 and 

2016 and there were more than 7,000 assaults on 

prison officers last year, up by a third on the 

previous year. 

As I said in the debate, an assault on an emergency 

worker is not just simply a case of disrespect, but 

undermines the very fabric of our society. It places 

such assaults in a category all of their own. 

In my experience during my 20 years of working in 

the criminal justice system, the courts generally 

treated assaults on front-line and emergency 

workers in a context of aggravation and tougher 

sentences tended to be imposed. 

Notwithstanding that, it is right for us to put those 

protections in statute and reassure emergency 

workers in particular, that we, as a Parliament, a 

country and a society, are behind them through 

legal means. 

It is good that this Bill has strong cross party 

support, but I know from my experience of my own 

Private Members’ Bill how difficult it is to get one 

passed. 

I am really pleased this Bill has passed the first 

hurdle as it will be a valuable contribution to the 

criminal justice system, reassuring emergency 

workers they are protected by the country they 

serve. 

 

 

 

Call for evidence  
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