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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

NCS - Dragons' Den presentations  

 

National Citizen Service 

 

National Citizen Service is a programme 

established by the Government for 16 and 17 year 

old's in England which brings together young people 

from different backgrounds.  

 

  

SURGERY DATES 

 

By Appointment Only: 
 
Bluewater 
 
 
6th October - FULL 
 
3rd November 
 
8th December 
 
  

 

 

 

follow me  
 

 

website  

 

 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgareth.johnson.735&data=02%7C01%7Cwendy.johnson%40parliament.uk%7C2cfa4adfb75446d903d508d50a41935c%7C1ce6dd9eb3374088be5e8dbbec04b34a%7C0%7C0%7C636426199123824147&sdata=EP9XL7xD%2BMMVHnTWfjY4UkVekGtb3ZJyKyZce%2FVwIN8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.garethjohnsondartford.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwendy.johnson%40parliament.uk%7C2cfa4adfb75446d903d508d50a41935c%7C1ce6dd9eb3374088be5e8dbbec04b34a%7C0%7C0%7C636426199123824147&sdata=6f3%2FJ%2BW2FTYRS654711nTFgo1rL%2B1ydF5xkn9ZMbAW0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgareth.johnson.735&data=02%7C01%7Cwendy.johnson%40parliament.uk%7C2cfa4adfb75446d903d508d50a41935c%7C1ce6dd9eb3374088be5e8dbbec04b34a%7C0%7C0%7C636426199123824147&sdata=EP9XL7xD%2BMMVHnTWfjY4UkVekGtb3ZJyKyZce%2FVwIN8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.garethjohnsondartford.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwendy.johnson%40parliament.uk%7C2cfa4adfb75446d903d508d50a41935c%7C1ce6dd9eb3374088be5e8dbbec04b34a%7C0%7C0%7C636426199123824147&sdata=6f3%2FJ%2BW2FTYRS654711nTFgo1rL%2B1ydF5xkn9ZMbAW0%3D&reserved=0


 

The aim at the end of the programme is for 

participants to develop a social action project to 

deal with a local issue they’re passionate about 

and put it into action in their community. 

 

NCS carry out some great work for local 

organisations and charities like Ellenor and the 

British Heart Foundation.  It is a fantastic scheme 

that is increasingly popular with local teenagers and 

helps build their awareness of local community 

groups as well as developing skills like leadership, 

teamwork and communication. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about 

National Citizen Service, you can click on the button 

below. 

 

 

National Citizen Service  
 

 

Dartford Crossing 

I regularly meet with both Highways England and 

Kent County Council to try and find ways of 

improving the current traffic problems at the 

Dartford Crossing.   

 

On average around 10,000 more vehicles a day are 

using the crossing compared to last year, with an 

average day now seeing 170,000 journeys. As the 

crossing was built for 135,000 vehicles, a day, it is 

clear it is operating well over capacity. 

 

In a bid to try and mitigate the problems, next spring 

 

Laing O'Rourke 

 

Each month I feature 

either a small or 

large business in the 

local area.  My 

featured organisation 

for this month is 

Laing O'Rourke 

which has its 

headquarters in 

Dartford. 

This engineering and 

construction 

company is 

responsible for 

delivering iconic 

buildings and 

infrastructure such 

as The Leadenhall 

Building, The Francis 

Crick Institute, 

Heathrow Terminals 

2 and 5, as well as 

new stations for 

Crossrail. 

 

Employing over 

10,000 people 
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work will begin to improve Junction 2 and Highways 

England has additional funds for further 

improvements.  There are ongoing investigations on 

how to improve junction 1a, with a view to looking at 

increasing capacity as well as the way traffic joins 

the A282. 

 

I used this meeting as an opportunity to highlight 

the daily problems faced by local residents and I 

reiterated the need to find a solution to ease 

congestion for local traffic travelling east/west. 

 

I will be making further representations to the 

Secretary of State for Transport to again pursue the 

issue of enforcement of the yellow box junctions. If 

these boxes were enforced, traffic in and around the 

junction would be able to run more smoothly. 

 

The recent decision not to build another crossing in 

Dartford has saved us from eight years of 

roadworks but the existing problems at the Dartford 

Crossing will not be fully relieved until the Lower 

Thames Crossing is built east of Gravesend. Until 

then I will continue to lobby the Government and its 

agencies to ensure everything is done to reduce the 

current problems. 

 

 

globally, the 

company has origins 

stretching back to 

1848.   

 

Laing O'Rourke 

teams are currently 

renewing Sydney's 

Opera House and 

recently completed a 

complex rail project 

for Hong Kong's 

Mass Transit Rail. 

 

Last year I visited 

Laing O'Rourke's 

head office to meet 

their team.  I was 

shown some of the 

company's ongoing 

projects and saw the 

digital methods of 

construction that are 

transforming the 

industry. 

 

The company 

employs hundreds of 

people locally and 

they are at the 

cutting edge of 

modern technology; 

recently being 

named Technology 

Trailblazer at the 

New Civil Engineer 



 

 

Dartford Crossing - Top 20 Days for Vehicle 

Crossings 

   

 

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction 

Improvements 

  

Earlier this year, Highways England held a 

consultation on their proposals for improvements on 

the A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junctions. 

 

They have now announced the results of the 

consultation and their plans to proceed with the 

£125 million upgrade.  

 

Awards. 

 

Laing O'Rourke is 

currently recruiting 

apprentices.  If you 

would like to find out 

more, you can visit 

the careers page by 

clicking on the button 

below. 

   

Laing O'Rourke  
 

 

Longer trains 

for Dartford 

 

Southeastern are 

introducing 68 new 

carriages across 

their busiest 

services, some of 

which will be coming 

to Dartford.  Sixteen 

of these were 

deployed in 

September, with the 

rest being introduced 

by November. These 

extra carriages 

http://careers.laingorourke.com/


 

The proposed Bean junction improvements will 

broadly follow the existing road layout but include 

an additional bridge over the A2 next to the existing 

bridge, and a new slip road onto the A2 for 

eastbound traffic. The current roundabouts will be 

enlarged and converted to traffic signal control. A 

new bridge over the A2 for southbound traffic will be 

provided to the east of the existing Bean Lane over-

bridge, which will be retained for northbound traffic. 

 

The junction at Bean can often be congested and 

improvement is much needed.  The proposals 

include the demolition of Ightham Cottages and I 

have met with some of the residents there, together 

with Highways England, to push for the maximum 

amount of assistance for those affected. 

The improvements which have been proposed for 

the Ebbsfleet junction will again closely follow the 

current road layout, with the existing roundabouts 

being enlarged and controlled by traffic signals. The 

link road between the roundabouts will be widened 

to a dual carriageway. The eastbound and 

westbound slip roads to the A2 will also be widened. 

The upgraded junctions will help to support the 

creation of more than 30,000 new jobs and 15,000 

new homes in Kent. 

 

Details of the announcement and proposed upgrade 

can be found by clicking on the link below. 

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet upgrade  

 

 

should make a 

noticeable difference 

for Dartford's 

commuters. Around 

a third of peak time 

trains will be longer 

as a consequence of 

this announcement. 

 

A number of stations 

in the area will 

benefit from longer 

trains during peak 

times, including 

Dartford, Greenhithe 

and Stone Crossing.  

 

Ebbsfleet 

Academy Sixth 

Form 

 

I was delighted to 

officially open the 

new sixth form 

centre at Ebbsfleet 

Academy, which 

offers students the 

chance to study A-

levels or the 

International 

Baccalaureate. It 
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Bluewater Jobs Fair 

 

Bluewater, together with its pioneering on-site 

recruitment and training facility, The Learning Shop, 

welcomed back the highly successful Jobs Fair for 

its sixth consecutive year, earlier this month. 

 

A huge variety of roles were available this year, 

including management positions at over 60 of 

Bluewater’s leading retailers and restaurants. There 

were vacancies at JD Sports, John Lewis, House of 

Fraser, Neal’s Yard Remedies, Giraffe, Godiva and 

more. 

 

Bluewater Jobs Fair has helped match 7,050 

suitable candidates to vacancies at Bluewater. In 

total, The Learning Shop and Bluewater 

partnership, which began 18 years ago, has 

brokered employment for over 46,000 people and 

has trained in excess of 22,000 people. 

 

The Fair is a key employment initiative in matching 

hopeful candidates with positions at Bluewater, and 

each year the event goes from strength to strength. 

The variety of jobs available continues to grow, 

 

was great to see the 

new EA6 centre first-

hand and the 

facilities that are on 

offer there.  

 

 

Meeting 

Steven Wines, 

CEO, Go Train 
  

 

Go Train 

 

Go Train delivers 

training in English, 

maths, digital IT 

skills and in 

vocational areas 

designed for local 

employers. 

 

In 2017 Go Train 

worked with 

Travelodge, OCS, 

Chartwells Catering, 

Paddy Power, Toys 

R Us and Burger 

King to train people 

with the skills, 

behaviours and 

competencies 



 

which creates an even more diverse range of 

opportunities for local people. 

  

The number of people who have benefited since the 

Fair’s inception is a testament to the great work by 

the team at The Learning Shop and Bluewater.  

   

 

 

Clean-up works at Joyden's Wood 

 

In February 2016, during a litter pick, the Woodland 

Trust uncovered cement sheeting on a small 

amount of land at the northeast corner of Joyden's 

Wood.  This was subsequently tested and found to 

contain chrysotile, a low-risk white asbestos 

material. 

 

This material is of a very low risk to human health 

and located away from recreational areas and is 

mostly buried under damp leaves and 

soil.  However, the Woodland Trust has decided to 

work with experts to safely clean up the site.  This 

work is expected to start shortly and will take 6-8 

weeks.   

 

The plan of action will consist of removing any 

asbestos containing materials from the surface, 

covering areas of still-buried asbestos with a 

membrane layer and soil and finally erecting a 

fence around the area.    Annual surveys will check 

for any further asbestos containing materials and 

small clean-up works will be scheduled as required. 

  

 

 

 

required for local 

jobs.  

 

On a recent visit to 

the Go Train training 

centre in Dartford, I 

saw first-hand the 

work carried out by 

the team in helping 

people build up their 

skills on the way 

back into work.   

  

We have seen 

significant falls in 

unemployment in 

Dartford in recent 

years but it is 

essential we 

continue to do all we 

can to provide 

training for people 

who are out of work. 

 

I met numerous local 

people there who 

spoke very highly of 

the support they 

were being given by 

Go Train across a 

range of different 

competences.  

 

 



 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

EU (Withdrawal) Bill 

  

This Bill has now passed through its second reading 

and will go forward to the committee stages for 

further scrutiny. 

 

Getting this bill approved is a really important step 

in the process of leaving the EU as it will repeal the 

European Communities Act 1972 and convert 

  

 

Public Sector 

Pay 

 

At the Summer 

Budget 2015, it was 

announced the 

Government would 

fund public sector 

workforces for an 

average annual pay 

increase of 1 per 

cent for the 4 years 

from 2016-17 

onwards. At the time, 

the Office for Budget 

Responsibility 

estimated this policy 

would protect 

200,000 public 

sector jobs. 

  

However, there has 

been understandable 

pressure for the 

Government to give 

pay rises where it 

can and I welcome 

the fact the 

Government is now 

lifting the cap on 

public sector pay. 



existing EU law into UK law as well as create 

temporary powers to correct laws that no longer 

operate appropriately. 

 

The Bill is separate from the negotiations going on 

in Brussels.  This is the Bill that ensures there will 

be continuity and certainty for businesses and 

people once we leave the EU, meaning the day 

after we leave is the same as the day before.  It will 

ensure there are no gaps in our statute books.  It is 

only then we can work to change and amend the 

laws of Britain as we see fit and this will be carried 

out in Westminster or in the devolved 

administrations in Belfast, Edinburgh or Cardiff. 

 

This second reading was a really important step but 

there is still a long way to go before it becomes law. 

During the next stage, the Bill will be scrutinised and 

debated clause by clause for eight days on the floor 

of the House of Commons.  Whilst this is 

happening, the ongoing negotiations taking place in 

Brussels between the Secretary of State for Exiting 

the EU, David Davis and European Chief 

Negotiator, Michel Barnier, will continue to seek an 

exit deal as well as future trading agreements. 

 

I appreciate there are some people who want to 

frustrate the Brexit process and didn't want to 

support this bill, but the outcome of the referendum 

must be respected and therefore the UK must leave 

the EU.   

 

As a strong Brexit supporter, representing a 

constituency that voted strongly in favour of leaving 

the EU, I am really pleased the vote on second 

reading was passed.  We need to continue to work 

 

 

We all want to see 

key workers receive 

better pay and there 

is now a good 

argument for lifting 

the cap on pay to 

give people the 

recognition they 

deserve.  It’s also 

the case that people 

want us to live within 

our means and to 

tackle the deficit we 

inherited so there will 

always be a balance 

to be struck to make 

sure increases are 

affordable.  

 

 

 

 

Big Ben  

 

On 21st August Big 

Ben's famous bongs 

chimed for the last 

time for several 

years so that major 

conservation work 



 

hard to deliver the referendum result and ensure the 

will of the people is honoured.  

 

HMS Queen Elizabeth 

  

HMS Queen Elizabeth has arrived at its base in 

Portsmouth. 

 

It is the newest and biggest ship in the Royal Navy's 

fleet and has been undergoing training and tests at 

sea since June. 

 

As the ship headed into Portsmouth, there was less 

than 20 metres clearance on each side at its 

narrowest part and millions of cubic metres of mud, 

the equivalent to 12,800 Olympic-sized swimming 

pools, had to be cleared from the harbour ready for 

her arrival. 

 

This is one of two new aircraft carriers and HMS 

Prince of Wales will join its sister ship in 2019, after 

being named earlier this month. 

 

Each ship weighs 65,000 tonnes and has 17 decks 

including a four acre top deck. 

 

can be carried out. 

 

The Elizabeth Tower 

(home to Big Ben), is 

undergoing 

renovation work to 

preserve it for future 

generations. 

 

In total, the work is 

expected to take 

around four years 

and the bell's chimes 

will be stopped 

during this time to 

protect the hearing 

of those working on 

it.  However, it will 

still chime for 

important national 

events such as New 

Year's Eve and 

Remembrance 

Sunday.  

 

Animal Cruelty 

 

In February this 

year, I was joined by 

Dartford Borough 

Councillor, Daisy 

Page, at the House 

of Commons to call 

for five years 

imprisonment to be 



 

 

These ships will be the largest and most powerful in 

UK history and will play an integral part of our future 

defence system.  They will give us the capability to 

lead the way in tackling global issues in an 

increasingly uncertain world. 

   

 

 

Supporting five year sentences for animal 

cruelty.  

Gareth Johnson MP 

House of Commons 

London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 0207 219 7047 

email: gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk 

made available for 

the worst cases of 

animal cruelty, rather 

than the current 

maximum of six 

months. 

 

I am delighted to see 

that, under new 

plans to be unveiled, 

the Government 

plans to raise the 

maximum sentence 

to five years. 

 

New legislation will 

be brought forward 

to increase the 

maximum sentence 

tenfold, sending a 

clear message to 

any potential 

offenders that there 

is no place for 

animal cruelty in 

England.   

 

Courts will retain the 

ability to hand out an 

unlimited fine and 

ban an offender from 

owning animals in 

the future but 

crucially, they will 

also have the ability 

to sentence the 

mailto:gareth.johnson.mp@parliament.uk
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worst cases 

appropriately. 

 

This will bring the UK 

in line with other 

countries such as 

Australia, Canada, 

the Republic of 

Ireland and Northern 

Ireland. 

 

The draft legislation 

will be published for 

consultation around 

the turn of the year. 

 

   

 

     

 


