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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

Dartford Festival 

  

Every third weekend in July, thousands of people 

across Dartford and beyond, come together to enjoy 

the town's annual festival. 

 

This free event is held over two days and enjoyed 

by people and families from around the local area. It 

takes place in the beautiful surroundings of Central 

Park and showcases many groups and 

organisations based in the area.  This year saw 

performances from local talent including Sly Moves, 

The Big Sing Choir, DAODS and many others. 
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There were also appearances by The Skatonics and 

Matt Terry. 

 

The park was filled with stalls and attractions from a 

wide range of charities, groups and businesses. 

 

What is really remarkable is that this event is free to 

attend and open to all to enjoy. 

 

On the Saturday, I hosted a stall, giving people the 

opportunity to talk to me about any issues they 

wanted to raise or just to have a chat. It is always a 

good opportunity to meet people from all around the 

area and discuss both local and national issues. 

 

Dartford has hosted this event for many years and 

its ongoing success is down to the hard work of the 

organisers and people who give up their time to 

take part. 

 

 

(photo above courtesy of www.andybarnesphotographer.co.uk)  

 

Other constituency events and news 

 

In July, I attended a large number of local events, 

including the Stone Festival, Temple Hill's 70th 

Anniversary Community Fun Day and a family 

enrichment weekend at Grace Outreach Church 

(photo below).   

 

In other news, three students from Longfield 

Academy reached the finals of Solutions for the 

Planet which is a national science programme that 

took place at the Houses of Parliament on the 5th 

July.  The programme links a variety of business 

and industry experts with teachers, parents and 

teams of young people to develop sustainable 

solutions to energy, water and waste challenges. 

Longfield Academy's entry was Drone Aid - a new 

 

Michael's Bridal 

Fabrics 

 

Each month, I 

feature either a small 

or large business in 

the local area.  My 

featured business for 

this month is 

Michael's Bridal 

Fabrics which is 

based at Northfleet 

Industrial Estate. 

 

Michael’s Bridal 

Fabrics was 

established in 1996 

and was originally 

run from the family 

home, offering 

mostly basic fabrics 

like satins and 

chiffons.  

 

This family business 

is owned by Michael, 

Lynn and their son 

Barry and now 

employs 18 people, 

including 8 members 

of the family over 

two generations. 

 

The company has 

http://www.andybarnesphotographer.co.uk/


 

system using drones to allow emergency services to 

reach previously inaccessible people that need 

help. This year 3400 young people took part and 10 

teams made it through to the final.  

 

  

Visit to Bluebird Care 

 

I recently visited local home care provider, Bluebird 

Care Gravesham and Dartford, to learn more about 

the company's newly launched Premium Live-in 

Care services.  This service provides vulnerable 

and elderly adults with round-the-clock care seven 

days a week. Care Assistants live with customers in 

their own homes, for anything from two weeks to 

ongoing long-term care and support. 

 

Many people with additional care needs prefer to 

live at home rather than move into a care home. 

Bluebird Care and other similar companies do a 

gradually grown and 

the range has 

expanded to include 

laces, embroideries 

and beaded 

fabrics.  Later, 

edgings, motifs, 

buttons and 

accessories were 

added.  Michael’s 

Bridal Fabrics now 

has one of the most 

comprehensive 

ranges of bridal 

fabrics in the whole 

of Europe and is 

regarded in the trade 

as a market leader, 

much of the credit for 

this is due to the 

quality of the staff.   

 

The company's 

products have been 

used by its 

customers to make 

garments for many 

famous people, 

including some 

members of the 

Royal family.  They 

also supplied the 

white satin for the 

tablecloth on which 

the Queen's 90th 

birthday cake was 

presented to the 

world. 

  

The company mainly 

supplies bridal 



 

fantastic job. Their carers have a very difficult job 

and without the support they provide we would be 

facing a significant crisis, as care homes would 

become full very quickly. This approach to providing 

high quality live-in care ensures that people can get 

the support they need, tailored to their requirements 

and such services are incredibly valuable. 

 

During the visit I met with the management team 

and Care Assistants to learn more about how the 

company provides home care to people with age-

related requirements, as well as live-in care for 

people with complex health needs such as 

dementia.   

 

 

 
 

 

Our Lady of Hartley Catholic Primary 

School visit to Parliament 

 

I was delighted to welcome Year 6 from Our Lady of 

Hartley Catholic Primary School to the Palace of 

Westminster.  The children enjoyed an official tour 

before meeting me for a question and answer 

session.  Children are often the most honest and 

direct interviewers.  It was great to witness their 

enthusiasm for Parliament and the law-making 

process in our country.  

 
 

manufacturers, 

designers and fabric 

shops, but can also 

supply members of 

the public, by 

appointment.  

 

Fabrics are sourced 

from over 40 

suppliers in 15 

countries and the 

business currently 

supplies over 1200 

customers a year in 

over 30 different 

countries as far 

away as Australia 

and the USA. 

 

This broad range of 

fabrics and 

trimmings is also 

suitable for evening 

wear/prom dresses 

and ball gowns. 

 

The company has no 

minimum order and 

offers a next day 

delivery to UK 

addresses. 

 

If you would like to 

check out Michael’s 

Bridal Fabrics, 

please click on the 

link below to their 

website.  

 



 

Ebbsfleet Garden City 

 

On a recent visit to Ebbsfleet Development 

Corporation, I took a look at the site of the Garden 

City, as well as viewing the 3D model which is on 

display at Ebbsfleet International Station. 

  

15,000 homes will be built at the Garden City over 

the next fifteen years. So far, 660 homes have been 

completed and the first of potentially 13 primary 

schools is due to open in September, along with the 

first pub at Ebbsfleet Green.  A hotel will also open 

there in February.   Ebbsfleet Green will have a park 

with sports pitches and tennis courts, community 

allotments, a shop and a community hall.  

  

Overall, the Garden City will have seven new city 

parks.  There are plans for a medical centre and two 

colleges, along with a commercial centre built 

around Ebbsfleet International Station. 

  

Work is also about to start on a new bridge which 

will link Springhead Park residents to Ebbsfleet 

International and reduce their walking time from 25 

minutes to 8. A new route is planned for the 

Fasttrack bus service from the Garden City to 

Bluewater via a tunnel. 

  

There are currently seven developers on site 

building a variety of houses and apartments.  These 

much needed new homes are selling well and whilst 

Michael's Bridal 
Fabrics  

 

 

  

  

 

The Great 

Repeal Bill 

 

The Great Repeal 

Bill, or to give it its 

correct title, the 

European Union 

(Withdrawal) Bill, is a 

Bill to repeal the 

European 

Communities Act 

1972 and place all 

EU law into UK law 

that we can then 

amend and make 

other provision in 

connection with the 

withdrawal of the 

United Kingdom from 

the EU. 

 

This Bill had its First 

Reading on 

Thursday 13th July. 

The Bill will have its 

Second Reading on 

Thursday 7th and 

Monday 11th 

September 2017. 
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this development faces big challenges in providing 

the required infrastructure, it certainly seems to be 

on track to ensure local residents will have the 

necessary school places, health provision and 

transport links.   

 

 

 

3D Model of Ebbsfleet Garden City on display at 

Ebbsfleet International Station  

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(with the Chief Cashier of the 

Bank of England) 

   

Bank of 

England's new 

£10 note 

 

I recently attended a 

viewing of the Bank 

of England's new 

£10 note, which 

features Jane 

Austen and will be 

issued on 14th 

September. 

 

The £10 note, like 

the new £5 note, is 

printed on polymer 

and is the first Bank 

of England note with 

a tactile feature to 

help blind and 

partially sighted 

people. 

 

It contains 

sophisticated 

security features 

which make it very 

difficult to counterfeit 



 

Unduly Lenient Sentences 

 

I have been campaigning since I was elected in 

2010 for the Unduly Lenient Sentencing scheme to 

be widened. 

 

In the past year, more than 40% of sentences 

referred to the Attorney General by members of the 

public, have been rejected because they do not fall 

within the scope of the Unduly Lenient Sentencing 

Scheme. 

 

In May 2016, the Attorney General began releasing 

details of the sentences referred to its office.  In the 

first twelve months from May 2016 to May 2017, 

262 of the cases could not be considered. 

 

It is disappointing to see so many cases turned 

down because they are not included in the scheme. 

The law needs to change to provide greater powers 

for victims to challenge unduly lenient sentencing. 

 

It is wrong that often the victim or victim's relatives, 

who refer such cases, are told they don't have the 

right to get a sentence reviewed, when a defendant 

can appeal any sentence. 

 

Under the current Unduly Lenient Sentence 

scheme, victims of crime and the public, can ask for 

a sentence to be increased, but only for a limited 

number of offences such as murder, rape and 

robbery.  It means there is also no right to change 

unduly lenient sentences for the majority of serious 

offences including the creation or distribution of 

indecent pictures of children, stalking and fraud. 

 

The scheme has recently been widened to cover 

some terrorist offences, not previously included, but 

I would like to see the scheme extended to cover 

more offences.  The recent figures reinforce the 

 

and it's expected to 

last around 5 years 

and stay in better 

condition during day-

to-day use. 

 

The new £20 note 

featuring J M W 

Turner, will follow in 

2020. 

 

Legal tender status 

of the paper £10 

featuring Charles 

Darwin will be 

withdrawn in Spring 

2018 with the exact 

date announced at 

least three months in 

advance. 

 

   

   



 

public's appetite for offenders to be punished 

appropriately.  It is right the defence can appeal 

sentences that are too harsh but the prosecution 

should be able to appeal sentences that are too 

lenient. At the moment that cannot happen in the 

vast majority of cases.  
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