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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

General Election 

 

On 18th April 2017 the Prime Minister announced 

that a General Election will be held on 8th June.   

 

This election will take place on the basis of the 

existing parliamentary constituency boundaries. 

Notwithstanding the proposals from the Boundary 

Commission, the ward of Hartley and Hodsoll Street 

will form part of the Dartford constituency for the 

purposes of this election. It will not affect the County 

Council elections taking place on 4th May. 

  

 

  

SURGERY DATES 

  

Parliament will be 

dissolved on 3rd May 

2017.  I am  

prohibited from offering 

any constituency 

surgeries from this date 

until after the General 

Election.  

  

 

 

 

follow me 

 

website 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/gareth.johnson.735
http://www.garethjohnsondartford.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/gareth.johnson.735
http://www.garethjohnsondartford.co.uk/


 

Dartford is Britain’s oldest bellwether seat, having 

returned an MP from the governing party at each 

election longer than anywhere else. 

 

General Election Timetable 2017 

  

22nd May - Last day to apply to register to vote. 

 

23rd May - Last day to request a new postal vote or 

to change or cancel an existing postal vote. 

 

31st May - Last day for new applications for a proxy 

vote 5pm - except for medical emergencies. 

 

8th June - Polling Day 

 

You can register to vote by clicking on the link 

below via the Government website.  If you are not 

sure if you are registered to vote and you live in 

Dartford Borough, you can contact the Council on 

01322 343501 or visit their website.   

 

If you live in Hartley and Hodsoll Street Ward, you 

can check if you are registered to vote by calling 

01732 227000 or email elreg@sevenoaks.gov.uk. 

 

To register for a proxy/postal vote, you can click 

on the link below 'Your Vote Matters' or contact 

Dartford Borough Council or Sevenoaks District 

Council on the numbers above.  A signed 

application form is required.  

 

Register to vote  

 

Your Vote Matters (to register for a 
postal/proxy vote)  

 

 

 

 

Stone Crossing 

 

Network Rail has 

recently confirmed it 

has received full 

planning permission 

for the bridge at 

Stone Crossing.  It is 

expected that the 

construction work 

will commence in 

May and conclude in 

November. 

 

In the meantime, 

Network Rail has 

informed us the 

crossing will be 

manned full-time. 

 

The Brent 

Primary School 

 

Following a recent 

Ofsted inspection, 

The Brent Primary 

School has been 

judged 'Outstanding' 

in all areas.  The 

inspection report 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/
https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/


 

Lower Thames Crossing announcement 

 

As you will have seen in my Special Bulletin 

recently, the Secretary of State for Transport has 

announced the preferred route for the Lower 

Thames Crossing. This consists of:  

 a bored tunnel crossing under the River 

Thames east of Gravesend and Tilbury 

(Location C) 

  

 a new road north of the river which will join 

the M25 between junctions 29 and 30 

(Route 3) 

  

 a new road south of the river which will join 

the A2 east of Gravesend (the Western 

Southern Link) 

I am delighted with this decision which will be 

welcomed by residents in Dartford who have 

suffered years of misery caused by the congestion 

in and around the town from the Dartford Crossing.  

 

This means that Dartford has escaped years of road 

works that would have added to our existing 

problems.  

 

The new crossing will be able to accommodate 

 

particularly 

highlighted the 

inspirational 

leadership of the 

headteacher which 

has reinforced the 

continued 

improvement at the 

school.  They also 

commented that 

highly effective 

teaching has led to 

pupils making 

outstanding 

progress. 

 

Pupils also came in 

for praise, with 

Ofsted saying they 

are friendly, polite, 

courteous and well-

behaved. 

 

Congratulations to 

The Brent Primary 

School! 

Wentworth 

Primary School 

 

Last week I visited 

Wentworth Primary 

School which is 

another excellent 

school in Dartford.  It 

is very well led and 

provides 

an extremely high 

standard of 



 

three lanes of traffic in each direction. 

 

The Secretary of State also announced plans for 

£10 million to be spent in the area on measures to 

ease some of the existing problems. 

 

 

Route announced for the location of the Lower 

Thames Crossing 

 

The Chequers, Darenth 

 

Each month, I feature either a small or large 

business in the local area.  My featured business for 

this month is The Chequers Public House. 

  

 

education for its 

pupils. 

 

 

 

Princess Royal 

to visit The 

Arrow Riding 

Centre 

 

In May, The Princess 

Royal, Princess 

Anne, will be 

visiting  the Arrow 

Riding Centre for the 

Disabled in Darenth 

in her role as 

President of the 

Riding for the 

Disabled 

Association.  The 

visit commemorates 

35 years since the 

Centre opened. 

 

The Centre was 

founded in 1982 and 

is a non-profit 

organisation which 

has more than 55 

volunteers providing 

valuable therapy and 

riding lessons to 

individuals and 

special needs 



 

The Chequers is a traditional 16th Century pub in 

Darenth which has been owned and run by Dil and 

Dave Clack for the last six years.  Dil and Dave are 

experienced publicans, who also own The Dart in 

Chastilian Road.  The Chequers is situated in 

Darenth Road South in a pretty, countryside 

location.   

 

The pub is child friendly and also has a large beer 

garden.  It offers lunchtime and bar menus, together 

with a comprehensive specials board and can cater 

for private functions.  A traditional Sunday lunch is 

also offered.  

Ingredients are fresh and locally sourced and there 

are also real ales to try.  

 

A link to their website can be found below. 

  

The Chequers 

 

 

News from Westminster 
 

 

 

Grammar Schools 

 

Shortly after Theresa May became Prime Minister 

 

schools. It is run 

largely by volunteers 

under the 

stewardship of 

husband and wife 

team Ken and 

Valerie Blake. 

  

Like many charities, 

the Arrow is self-

funding, and has to 

raise in excess of 

£140,000 

annually.  It relies on 

donations and the 

hard work and 

dedication of all the 

volunteers.   

 

Congratulations to 

the Arrow on their 

35th anniversary! 

  

 

St George's Day 

celebrations 

 

I was delighted to 

attend the recent St 

George's Day 

celebrations in 

Dartford.  This is an 

annual event 

http://www.chequersdarenth.com/


 

last summer, the Government announced plans to 

expand the grammar school system. 

 

I have always championed this issue and I hope we 

will see the number of grammar schools in the 

country increase. 

 

Here in Dartford we already have four thriving 

grammar schools but these are so popular that 

demand far exceeds the number of places 

available. 

 

Grammar schools offer genuine social mobility and I 

have seen first-hand the benefits that a grammar 

school education can provide.  The Government's 

own social mobility index shows that thirteen out of 

the top fifty areas have grammar schools, whilst in 

the bottom twenty, there are none. 

 

Children are not the same and we should never 

aspire to a 'one size fits all' education system.  We 

need diversity in education and we have that here in 

Dartford, with many excellent secondary schools, 

both selective and non-selective. Schools can select 

on a variety of talents including musical ability and 

sporting prowess and it is only right they should be 

able to select on academic ability too. 

 

 

 

 

 

organised by Kent 

Equality Cohesion 

Council. 

 

The celebrations 

kicked off with brass 

bands and Morris 

dancers at One Bell 

Corner, followed by 

a parade from the 

Civic Office which 

included children 

from ten local 

schools taking part. 

 

There was much flag 

waving as the 

procession made its 

way to the Central 

Park bandstand for 

the finale which 

included 

entertainment by the 

Bollywood Brass 

Band and West Hill 

Morris Dance 

Troupe. A great 

event to be part of! 

  



 

 

Annual Charity Cricket Match 

 

Due to the General Election, this year's Charity 

Cricket Match at Hesketh Park, will not take place. 

 

Dissolution of Parliament 

 

Parliament will be dissolved on 3rd May 2017. 

During the period when Parliament is dissolved 

before a General Election, there are no Members of 

Parliament until after Polling Day on 8th June 2017. 
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