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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter.  
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Terrorist Attack 

 

On 22nd March, Westminster suffered a brutal 

terrorist attack.  This event shook the whole world 

and devastated the families of those killed or 

injured. 

 

I was walking adjacent to New Palace Yard at the 

time and heard shouting and then gunfire and the 

dreadful sight of a policeman lying injured on the 

ground.  We were ordered inside by armed police 

who were then quick to try and save their colleague. 

The impact of these events on those officers will be 

long lasting as it will also be for those who were on 

Westminster Bridge shortly beforehand and were 

caught up in the terrible events there. 

 

Preventing this sort of attack in the future is difficult; 

we have to provide security without losing the basic 

freedoms we all cherish and that terrorism seeks to 

deny us.   

 

The terrorist may have been born in Dartford but he 

is neither a Dartfordian nor a Muslim.  It is those 

who lost their lives or were injured, we should 

remember most, ensuring that we never allow 

terrorism to beat us.  

  

South Eastern Franchise Consultation 

 

The Department for Transport has launched a 

public consultation into the future of rail services in 

the south-east. 

 

Like many people from Dartford, I use the train on a 

daily basis to travel to London and I know how 

frustrating the service can be.  The Department for 

Transport is suggesting that a large number of 

services should be cut to improve reliability.  I 

Apprenticeship 

Showcase 

 

I recently attended a 

celebration of 

apprenticeships in 

the food and drink 

industry which took 

place in 

Westminster. 

 

Over 80 apprentices 

from employers 

across the country 

showcased their 

skills and I was 

pleased to meet 

Hayden Thorogood 

there who is an 

apprentice at TGI 

Friday's in 

Bluewater. 

 

The food and drink 

industry is a 

dynamic/vibrant 

industry in which to 

work and an 

important sector 

within both business 

and local 

communities. 

 

Hundreds of 

thousands of 

young people join 

companies within 

these areas and 

through investment 

in training and 

development, go on 



 

believe, however, this is completely the wrong 

approach. 

 

The suggestion is that services to Blackfriars, 

Charing Cross and Victoria from Dartford, are 

stopped completely and for services only to run to 

Cannon Street.  This is totally unacceptable to me.   

 

Dartford is a commuter town and we rely heavily on 

the current train destinations for work purposes. We 

are seeing hundreds of new homes being built in 

Dartford and therefore we need investment in 

infrastructure and not reductions.  If these changes 

were to take place, then hundreds of Dartford 

commuters would be expected to travel to Cannon 

Street and then find a way of travelling to the part of 

London they actually want to go to, placing extra 

strain on existing services and extra cost to 

passengers.  The changes at London Bridge have 

caused enough problems without there being a 

drastic reduction in the locations you can travel to in 

London from Dartford. 

 

I met with the Rail Minister this week to express my 

disdain at this idea. The Rail Minister informed me 

this is very much an idea for discussion and not a 

Government policy.  He indicated there is no set 

intention to reduce the number of destinations 

served by Dartford Station.  However, I feel this 

means it is even more important that people 

respond to the consultation so the Ministry is left in 

no doubt about the strong objections to this idea in 

Dartford and beyond. 

 

A link to the consultation can be found below and 

the closing date for responses is 23rd May 2017.   

 

 

 

South Eastern rail consultation  
 

 

 

to have rewarding 

careers both 

personally and 

financially.  It is not 

unusual to join a 

company on 

minimum wage and 

progress to a 

senior management 

or board position 

with a salary on par 

with other leading 

professions across 

the world.  

  

Compassion 

UK Award 

   

Compassion UK is a 

leading child 

development and 

child advocacy 

organisation. They 

link a child living in 

poverty with a 

sponsor who gives 

them access to 

education, health 

checks and the care 

of a local church-

based Compassion 

project. 

 

Dartford 

constituency was 

recently presented 

with an award by 

Compassion UK for 

being one of the top 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/future-of-south-eastern-rail-services


 

 

Lower Thames Crossing 

 

We were expecting an announcement on the 

location of the Lower Thames Crossing this month 

but the terrorist attack means that some 

Government announcements have been postponed. 

In addition, the Government is not always permitted 

to make announcements in the run-up to elections - 

this period is known as Purdah and could lead to 

further delays being forced on the Government until 

after the County Council elections in May.  

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed routes for the Lower Thames Crossing 

 

 

British Gas 

 

Each month, I feature either a small or large 

business in the local area.  My featured organisation 

 

20 constituencies for 

sponsoring children. 

 

 

 

 

Barclays 

Dartford Fraud 

Awareness 

Event 

 

Earlier this month, 

Barclays in Dartford 

held a Fraud 

Awareness Event at 

its branch in Lowfield 

Street to help 

customers 

understand how to 

protect themselves 

from fraudsters.  I 

attended this event 

to hear about 

Barclays' work in this 

area and to help 

raise the profile of 

the issue. 

 

I met Nikki Massiah, 

the Branch Manager 

who explained some 

of the simple steps 

people can take to 

protect themselves 

against fraud. 

 

For further 



 

for this month is British Gas and specifically the 

Training Academy in Dartford. 

  

At Dartford, you can train to become a HomeCare 

Engineer (Service and Repair), Smart Energy 

Expert (Smart Metering) or a Heating Installation 

Engineer (UK installation). 

  

The Academy in Dartford has been open since 2006 

and has trained 886 apprentices to date. 

  

British Gas invests around £30,000 training each 

apprentice and is the largest single trainer and 

employer of domestic gas engineers in the UK. As 

part of the HomeCare Engineering Programme, 

apprentices also complete a personal programme of 

activities to achieve the Duke of Edinburgh's gold 

award which includes volunteering within local 

communities, physical activities to improve health 

and well-being, as well as a customer service 

element to help them acquire the relevant skills 

needed to perform their job role to a high standard. 

   

  

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

information on these 

steps, please click 

on the link below.  

 

Barclays 
Fraudsmart  

 

 

  

  

The Budget 

 

Some things to note 

from the recent 

Budget: 

 

-  OBR forecasts 2% 

growth in 2017. 

Employment has 

reached a record 

high of 31.8 million. 

 

- Borrowing forecast 

to be reduced by 

nearly three-quarters 

by 2016-2017. 

 

- £2 billion for adult 

social care over next 

3 years. 

 

- New T levels for 

16-19 year old 

technical students 

will be introduced 

http://www.barclays.co.uk/fraudsmart
http://www.barclays.co.uk/fraudsmart


 

 

Brexit 

 

Theresa May has now triggered Article 50.  We will 

remain members of the EU for the next two years, 

during which time the UK will negotiate on trade 

deals and other issues that affect our place in the 

world.   

 

People know that I support this process but I 

acknowledge it will take some time for all the details 

to be worked out.  The UK leaving the EU is very 

much a process and not an event.  

 

 

  

Dog Theft Awareness Day 

 

In mid-March I joined forces with the Stolen and 

Missing Pets Alliance (SAMPA) to host the first ever 

Dog Theft Awareness Day. 

 

Dog theft is a cruel crime which causes great 

distress to owners and their dogs. 

 

My event, which featured speakers from Kent 

Police, victims of dog theft, representatives from 

charities, as well as Marc the Vet and radio 

presenter Paul Ross, was well supported. 

 

The day gave MPs the chance to hear about the 

issues and pledge their support for tougher 

sentencing, reclassification of dog theft crime and 

compulsory scanning of microchips.  

 

Last year I wrote to police forces across England 

and Wales asking them to provide data on dog theft 

and the number of dogs recovered. Of the statistics 

I received from the police, it was revealed that there 

have been more than 5,000 incidents of dog theft 

recorded in England and Wales since 2011. 

from Autumn 2019. 

 

- £320 million to new 

free schools, £216 

million invested in 

school maintenance. 

 

- Tax-free childcare 

will soon be 

available to working 

parents.  For every 

80p paid in, the 

Government will pay 

20p. 

 

- Government to find 

ways to protect 

consumers caught 

out by free-trials, end 

of subscriptions etc. 

 

- £270 million to 

launch the Industrial 

Strategy Challenge 

Fund. 

 

- Lifetime ISA 

available from 6th 

April 2017 

 

- £435 million to 

support business 

affected by business 

rates relief re-

evaluation. 

 

The announcement 

of an increase in 

National Insurance 

was quite rightly 



 

However, it was reported that just 12% of dogs 

were returned to their owners. Kent Police has a 

good record of recovery - of the 471 dogs stolen, 98 

were returned to their owners. 

 

At the moment, if a case does reach court, a well-

loved dog which is like a family member, is treated 

like any other chattel such as a TV or mobile phone. 

This needs to change. Some forces do record the 

theft as dog theft, whereas others are not as 

specific. 

 

To this end, I have been lobbying for tougher 

sentencing guidelines for dog theft in the hope the 

threat of imprisonment will act as a deterrent to 

criminals. 

 

This week’s event has raised this serious issue and 

I will continue to fight this cause in a bid to help 

people affected by this nasty crime.  

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Ross, Talk Radio presenter, at my Dog Theft 

Awareness Day  

 

withdrawn after 

widespread criticism.  

 

 

  

Child Abuse 

Offences 

(Sentencing) 

 

Many of you will 

remember the awful 

murder of April 

Jones, who at five 

years old, was 

abducted in October 

2012 outside her 

home and later 

murdered by Mark 

Bridger.  

A petition started by 

April's sister and 

signed by 126,500 

people was debated 

in Parliament earlier 

this month.   

 

The aim of April's 

Law is to make sex 

offenders remain on 

the register for life no 

matter the crime.  It 

also seeks better 

policing for service 

providers and search 

engines in relation to 

child abuse images 

and for harsher 

sentences for those 

caught with indecent 



 
 

 

Rosie Cooper MP supporting the event  

 

 

 

Rishi Sunak MP pledging support  

 

 

 

 

 

images of children. 

 

I took part in this 

debate highlighting 

how wrong it is that 

the prosecution 

cannot appeal 

sentences imposed 

by the courts for 

creating or 

distributing images 

of child sexual 

abuse, no matter 

how lenient they are 

because they do not 

fall under the Unduly 

Lenient Sentencing 

Scheme.  I asked the 

Minister, Sarah 

Newton, if she 

agreed that it is time 

to extend the scope 

of the scheme to 

include the 

distribution and 

creation of indecent 

pictures of children. 

She stated that 

the scope of unduly 

lenient sentences is 

being reviewed at 

the moment by the 

Attorney General. 

 

 

 

April's Law  
 

   

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/whall/?id=2017-03-13a.1.0&s=speaker%3A24803#g5.0
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