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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 

Bluewater 

 

Bluewater had a strong year in 2016 with sales 

reaching record levels. There was also the record 

breaking Jobs Fayre, back for the fifth year in a row 

which provided a further 2,000 jobs.  The Safer 

Homes store opened in conjunction with Kent 

Police, giving local residents experience of crime 

prevention technology and safety equipment. 

 

It was a very positive Christmas for the centre, with 

sales ahead of the same time in 2015.  40,000 

visitors enjoyed the Christmas grotto and 38,000 

braved the ice skating.  Bluewater's Giving Tree 

saw almost 15,000 gifts donated and these were 

distributed to over 30 local charities in time for 

Christmas Day. 
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3rd March 
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Later this year, Missguided will open at Bluewater 

and the Plaza redevelopment has started.  It's 

fantastic how much Bluewater manages to give so 

much to the local area in addition to the thousands 

of jobs it provides. 

 

 

  

Kent Police Passing Out Parade 

 

In January I attended the Passing Out Parade for 54 

new Kent Police recruits, following their five months 

of initial training. The 54 new recruits are being 

deployed across Kent and Medway, with 7 of them 

going to the Dartford and Gravesham policing 

district. 

 

Local policing remains the bedrock of policing in 

Kent and the Commissioner and Chief Constable 

are committed to increasing the number of police 

officers to 3,260. 

 

Kent Police is having to tackle new threats such as 

cyber crime and terrorism, as well as an increase in 

reports of domestic abuse and child sexual 

exploitation but the force still needs to provide 

effective neighbourhood and roads policing. 

 

Only one in nine applicants is successful and this 

shows how high the standard is to become an 

officer in Kent Police. 

  

NHS 

 

The last few weeks 

have been some of 

the busiest the NHS 

has ever seen. 

 

In Dartford there has 

been a large rise in 

the number of 

people using A&E at 

Darent Valley 

Hospital.  Last month 

the figure was 8993, 

a jump of more than 

750 compared to 

December 2015. On 

average 330 people 

were seen daily at 

Darent Valley 

Hospital A&E in 

December. 

 

Managing and 

treating this number 

of people on a daily 

basis is a huge task 

and a testament to 

the hard work and 

dedication of all the 

staff who work at the 

hospital. 

 

Every Winter the 

NHS faces additional 

challenges not least 

because we have an 

ageing 

population.  To 



 

 

The Horse and Groom, Wilmington 

  

Each month I feature a small or large business in 

the local area.  My featured business for this month 

is The Horse and Groom public house in Leyton 

Cross Road, Wilmington.  This pub re-opened just 

over a year ago after an extensive 

refurbishment.  Prior to this the pub had been 

boarded up for more than two years. 

 

The owner of the pub is Garry Mallen, who bought it 

from Enterprise Inns. He employs 45 people, many 

of whom live locally and are under 25. 

 

Garry is a Council Member of the ALMR which is a 

trade body representing the interests of licensed 

hospitality retailers in the UK. 

 

The Horse and Groom serves a selection of classic 

British dishes with a modern twist and on Sundays 

customers can enjoy a selection of roasts. All meals 

are freshly prepared on site and use locally sourced 

and seasonal produce whenever possible. The pub 

is also dog-friendly. 

 

It is good to see a pub reinvigorated and at the 

heart of the local community.  I wish Garry and The 

Horse and Groom every success. 

 

If you would like to check out their website, a link 

can be found below. 

  

 

prepare for this 

Winter, the NHS 

invested in more 

doctors and nurses 

and carried out its 

largest flu 

vaccination 

programme ever. 

 

A record amount of 

money is being 

spent on our NHS 

but more needs to 

be done to ensure 

everyone receives 

the treatment they 

need. 

 

  

A shift with two 

of Dartford's 

ambulance 

crew 

 

I was recently invited 

to join two of 

Dartford's 

ambulance crew for 

a four hour shift with 

the South East 

Coast Ambulance 

Service. The crew 

responded to 

incidents in Dartford 

and as far afield as 

Wainscott near 

Rochester.  Their 



The Horse and Groom 

 

 

£4.3 million Government cash boost for 

Dartford 

 

I am delighted that Dartford is to get £4.3 million 

from the Government to regenerate the town 

centre.  It is fantastic news for Dartford and we have 

been working hard to secure this funding bid so the 

town centre can be enhanced and improved. 

 

It will help the economic situation by bringing more 

people into the town, improve public spaces and 

help create a new market square.  This money will 

not tackle all of Dartford's challenges but it is very 

welcome and will give Dartford a significant lift. 

  

 

 

 

Gareth being informed of this investment by Sajid 

Javid, the Secretary of State for Communities and 

Local Government 

 

professionalism and 

kindness was very 

noticeable as they 

carried out a highly 

skilled and technical 

service. 

 

NFU meet with 

Kent MPs 

 

I recently arranged 

for local NFU 

representatives to 

meet with Kent MPs 

in Westminster. 

 

They highlighted the 

importance of 

farming in Kent 

which employs 

around 15,000 

people. 

 

They stated that post 

Brexit, it is crucial for 

the sector to have 

access to a reliable 

workforce and the 

best possible access 

to trade with the rest 

of Europe.  They are 

keen on a trial by the 

Home Office of a 

Seasonal 

Agricultural Permit 

Scheme for non UK 

workers which would 

allow migrants to 

work in agriculture 

for a period of up to 

six months. 

 

The NFU are also 

http://www.thehorseandgroomwilmington.com/


 

Competition Time! 

 

How well do you know Dartford? 

 

Can you identify the buildings/landmarks and their 

locations in the following ten photos from around the 

Dartford parliamentary constituency?  The first three 

readers to send in the correct answers will receive a 

small box of House of Commons 

chocolates.  Please send your answers by email to 

me, including your name and address.  Good Luck! 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

pressing for a 

transitional period to 

help farmers deal 

with any alterations 

to trading or 

agricultural policy. 

 

Their overall 

message was that 

despite the 

challenges they face 

from Brexit, they will 

continue to feed the 

county. 

  

 

  

 

Mummy On The 

Mend support 

group 

  

I was delighted to 

join this support 

group for their first 

birthday celebration. 

This group was 

started by Rachel 

Devine to support 

mums and mums to 

be with 

Pre/Postnatal 

depression.  It runs 

every Friday at St 

Mary's Church Hall 

in Greenhithe from 

12.30pm until 

2.00pm. 

 



 

  

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

Mental Health 

 

Earlier in January, the Government announced 

ways to transform mental health services in the 

UK. The plans aim to make mental health an 

everyday concern for every part of society and 

include new support for schools, with every 

secondary school in the country to be offered 

mental health first aid training. There will also be 

new trials to look at how to strengthen the links 

between schools and local NHS mental health staff. 

 

In addition, there will be a new partnership with 

employers to improve mental health support in the 

workplace as well as providing alternatives to 

hospital to support people in the community. There 

are also plans to rapidly expand treatment by 

investing in and expanding digital mental health 

services. 

 

Here in the UK, one in four people is affected by 

mental health conditions at any one time and these 

changes are long overdue as governments from all 

parties have failed to do enough. 

 

I am pleased this issue is becoming a major part of 

A2 Roadworks 

 

You may have seen 

a report in the local 

press about three 

years of roadworks 

on the A2. 

 

Highways England 

have set out their 

proposals for 

improving the 

intersections at both 

Bean and Ebbsfleet. 

Although the 

roadworks are bound 

to cause disruption, 

they are necessary 

infrastructure 

improvements for the 

new houses in the 

area. 

 

At Bean the plan is 

to add another 

bridge over the A2 

which will provide a 

new slip road onto 

the A2, together with 

enlarging the 

roundabout.  At 

Ebbsfleet both 

roundabouts would 

be enlarged and 

traffic lights installed. 

 

This is a massive 

project for Highways 

England, who are 

committed to starting 

the work by 2020 

and finishing by 

2023. 

 

For more information 



 

our health policy.  We need to keep talking about 

mental health and keep it high on the agenda. 

Mental healthcare needs are part of our life and 

these changes will help people who suffer. 

 

 

 

  

New Aircraft Carriers 

 

This year, the UK's first aircraft carrier of the Queen 

Elizabeth Class will start sea trials ahead of its 

official launch. 

 

The two new aircraft carriers, HMS Queen Elizabeth 

and HMS Prince of Wales, will be based in 

Portsmouth when they are fully commissioned, with 

the first to make its debut sea trial in the spring. 

 

These will be the largest and most powerful 

warships in UK history and they are an integral part 

of our future defence system. 

 

Incorporating all three armed forces, each ship will 

be able to accommodate 1600 personnel and up to 

36 F-35s. 

 

There are many amazing facts surrounding these 

vessels.  Each one is 920 feet long and nearly 200 

feet tall.  Weighing 65,000 tonnes, they will have 17 

decks, with the four acre top deck big enough to 

house four jumbo jets.  The bakery will have the 

capacity to make 1,000 loaves each day and the fog 

horn can be heard more than two miles away. 

 

  

 

and to take part in 

the consultation on 

these proposals, 

please click on the 

link below. 

 

A2 roadworks 

 

  

Awards for 

Valour 

(Protection) Bill 

 

Those who are in 

receipt of these 

regular newsletters 

will be aware of my 

Private Members' 

Bill.  This Bill 

prohibits the wearing 

or public display, by 

a person not entitled 

to do so, of medals 

or insignia awarded 

for valour, with the 

intent to deceive. 

 

My Bill had its 

second reading in 

November and was 

committed to a 

Public Bill 

Committee which sat 

at the beginning of 

February.  I am 

pleased to report 

that my Bill has now 

passed the 

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a2-bean-and-ebbsfleet-junction-improvements/
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committee stage and 

will go back to the 

House of Commons 

for its third reading. 

 

There have been 

some changes 

during the committee 

stage but the 

intention of the Bill, 

to stop people 

wearing medals they 

have not been 

awarded with the 

intention to deceive, 

still stands.  The Bill 

now moves to third 

reading and report 

stage on 24th 

February.  There is 

still some way to go 

before it becomes 

law, but it is one step 

closer. 

 

My Bill does not 

prevent the custom 

of families wearing 

medals in honour of 

loved ones.  Instead 

it aims to provide 

protection for 

genuine heroes that 

is enjoyed in some 

other countries but 

not in the UK. 
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