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Welcome to my latest monthly newsletter. 

 
 

 

Dartford Remembrance Day 

Service 

  

This event was held on Sunday 8th November 

and started with a procession from Dartford 

Borough Museum to the War Memorial.  After 

the service, two minute silence and wreath 

laying, local uniformed organisations marched 

through the town centre.  The number of local 

people supporting this event grows every year 

which is fantastic to see. 

  

 

 

 

 

SURGERY DATES 
 

By Appointment Only: 
 
Bluewater 
  
 
4th December 
 
8th January 
 
5th February 
 
4th March 
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Opening of Performing Arts Facility at 

Dartford Grammar School 
  

I recently attended the opening of new facilities 

at the Mick Jagger Centre at Dartford Grammar 

School.  The new facilities were opened by 

Nick Gibb, the Schools Minister, on 5th 

November. 

 

Big Improvements in School Standards 

in Dartford 
  

Figures released by Ofsted show big improvements 

in teaching standards in Dartford since 2010.  New 

tables released in March showed that 89% of pupils 

are being taught in a good or outstanding school 

compared to 55% in August 2010. 

 

For primary schools in 2010, only 38% of pupils 

were in a good or outstanding school - by 2015, this 

had risen to 80%. 

 

In 2014 and 2015 all of Dartford's secondary 

schools were deemed good or outstanding by 

Ofsted, an improvement from 2010 when 11% of 

Dartford's secondary school students were in an 

inadequate school. 

 

We can be very proud of the diverse mix of schools 

we have in Dartford and we know the range of 

schools and quality of education in the area is a 

magnet for people to move here. 

 

  

 

Armistice Day 
  

I also attended the 

Armistice Day service 

which was held at 

Bluewater. After the 

event, I met up with 

Ron Perry, a Dartford 

resident, who fought in 

Normandy in the 

Second World War 

and who has recently 

received his Legion 

D'Honneur. 

 

Parking on the 

Fleet Estate 
  

In response to 

residents' concerns, I 

met with Susan 

Acott, Chief Executive 

of Darent Valley 

Hospital, together with 

local Councillors.  The 

purpose of this 

meeting was to try and 

tackle problems with 

parking on the Fleet 

Estate from people 

using or working at the 

hospital. The Chief 

Executive confirmed 

that further parking 

permits had been 

released to staff 

recently which should 

help to alleviate the 

problem.  Additionally 

the hospital is likely to 

be applying for 

planning permission in 



 

Latest News .... 

 

Wilmington Grammar School for Girls has been 

rated as 'Outstanding' in its recent Ofsted 

Inspection.  Congratulations to the Headteacher, 

staff and pupils. 

 

 

News from Westminster 

 

 

Terrorist Attacks in Paris 
 

The recent terror attacks in Paris have 

shocked and appalled people across the world. 

 

What we know is that 129 people lost their 

lives and hundreds more were injured when 

the terrorists struck at the heart of one of 

Europe's most vibrant cities. 

 

early 2016 to build a 

further tier on the 

existing car park.  

 

 

 

Prime Minister's 

Questions 
 

In Prime Minister's 

Questions following 

the Paris attacks, I 

asked the Prime 

Minister 

about potential military 

action in Syria. 

 

A link to my question 

and the Prime 

Minister's response is 

below. 

Prime Minister's 
Questions 

 

 

Defence 

Questions 
 

I also had the 

opportunity to ask the 

Defence Secretary a 

question about the 

threat that ISIL poses 

to the UK.  A link to 

this question and his 

response can be found 

below. 

 

It is likely that 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=2015-11-18a.664.11&s=speaker%3A24803#g668.4
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Since then, we have learned that numerous 

plots against civilians here in the UK have 

been foiled by security services and our threat 

level remains at 'Severe' which means an 

attack is likely and could occur without 

warning. 

 

These attacks were carried out on ordinary 

people in the most cowardly of ways.  These 

terrorists want to destroy our way of life and we 

must stop them. 

 

ISIL has claimed responsibility for this attack 

and we must pursue them wherever they go, 

even if it means taking a bigger role in the 

conflict in Syria. 

  

 

 

Unduly Lenient Sentences 

  

In the last Parliament, I introduced a Ten Minute 

Rule Bill on Unduly Lenient Sentences.  This was 

subsequently included in the Conservative Party 

Manifesto.  I have discussed with the Solicitor 

General this commitment to increase the number of 

offences that can be appealed by the prosecution if 

it is felt that a sentence is too lenient. The Solicitor 

General was very supportive of the scheme being 

extended and the next stage will be a meeting with 

the Lord Chancellor to discuss the matter further. 
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Parliament will be 

asked over the next 

few days to sanction 

military action in Syria. 

Defence Questions 

 

 

 

Autumn 

Statement - 

Ebbsfleet 

Garden City 
 

I recently met with 

the Chancellor to 

request increased 

infrastructure 

investment at 

Ebbsfleet Garden 

City.  I am therefore 

delighted he has 

announced in his 

Autumn Statement 

that investment will 

be increased to 

£310 million. It is 

essential that this 

project is supported 

by 

adequate infrastruct

ure investment. Our 

public services are 

already stretched 

and more homes will 

only add to this 

pressure. 
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